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ICCJ in Vienna: ‘Cause for Genuine Hope’
Following the Charlie Hebdo shootings
in January, the International Council
of Christians and Jews reaffirmed the
deep commitment to interreligious
harmony and human rights exhibited
by individuals and organisations from
every religious tradition. The Christian
-Jewish peak body met in Vienna for
their 2015 conference to consider
whether there was a substantial rise in
antisemitism and other religious based
hostility in Europe.
ICCJ General Secretary Anette
Adelmann said in a statement that the
Council affirmed that there was hope,
referring to the high rate of participation in the conference from Austria,
Chile, Czech Republic, France,
Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Israel,
Netherlands, Norway, Romania,
Slovakia, United Kingdom, and the
United States and, of course, Australia. The Australian Council of Christians and Jews representative, Fr
Michael Trainor, is president of SA
CCJ, and one of two vice presidents
of the ICCJ. ‘Such people are cause
for genuine hope,’ she said.
‘In times of stress religiously-related
prejudices surface both within and
among religious traditions,’ she said.

The ICCJ cautioned that while
antisemitism and Islamophobia are
distinct, they are also intertwined.
The themes of historical Christian anti
-Judaism have mutated into new
varieties in secularized societies.
However today, almost all organized
religious bodies and national governments reject prejudice. This is in
contrast to Europe in the first half of
the 20th century, where the state itself
often provided social sanction for
intergroup hostility, ranging from
negative speech, to legal discrimination, to tolerating or encouraging
violence, to exile or even genocide,
the Council recalled.
There was general agreement that our
defining mission to promote understanding and mutual enrichment
between Christians and Jews, accompanied by a similar openness to Islam,
must not be disrupted or sidetracked
by the violence and tensions in the
world. Indeed, the promotion of
genuine dialogue is needed today
more than ever.
The ICCJ has urged its members
worldwide to work to become more
conscious of the many different
factors the impact intergroup and

interreligious relations. A profound
religious response to the verbal and
physical violence of our times in
needed. ‘Thanks to the progress of the
past decades we now can personally
feel the hurts suffered by the religious
‘other’ because are no longer
strangers, but friends,’ one participant
said.
CCJs should prioritize the
nurturing of friendships across
religious and ethnic lines in their local
situation.
In addition, the ICCJ meeting occurred during the 70th anniversary of
the liberation of the Auschwitz death
camp. ICCJ President Philip Cunningham gave several media interviews
and spoke for the ICCJ during the
Vienna Holocaust Commemoration
Ceremony at the Heldenplatz
(see:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=mox1mVs_3EY).
The ICCJ also acknowledged the participation
and helpful input from the European Union
Agency for Fundamental Rights, the Center
for Humanistic Education at the Ghetto
Fighters’ House Museum, the Muslim Jewish
Conference, the Anti-Defamation League and
the Jewish Community of Vienna.

Denmark: Shots fired at Copenhagen synagogue
Three people were shot in an attack at
the synagogue on Krystalgade in Copenhagen, in February.
The shooting occurred just hours after
a fatal shooting at an event featuring a
Danish cartoonist, Lars Vilks, who is
under police protection because of his
cartoons caricaturing Mohammed.
At the time of writing it was not clear
if the two shootings were related.
Multiple reports said two policemen
and a civilian were shot in the synagogue attack, which reportedly occurred shortly after midnight on Sat-

Copenhagen Synagogue, Krystalgade

urday 14th February. A civilian was
killed and three policemen were
wounded in the earlier attack at a cafe.

Helle Thorning-Schmidt, the Danish
prime minister, said the attack on the
cafe was a terrorist attack. Copenhagen was on high alert.
The Secure Community Network,
the security arm of the U.S. Jewish
community, was in touch with its
European counterparts, its director,
Paul Goldenberg, said.
- JTA
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around the traps...
south africa:

The student council at Durban University of Technology (DUT) in
South Africa has called on the
school to expel Jewish students who
do not support the Palestinian agenda.
DUT Vice Chancellor, Professor Ahmed Bawa, rejected the demand calling it ‘totally unacceptable.’

similar figures reported overseas, according to the Anti-Defamation
League, see http://global100.adl.org/
public/ADL-Global-100-ExecutiveSummary.pdf
berlin:

The International Council of Chris-

rary Germans and Jews, whom he
referred to as ‘liebe Jüdische Mitbürger’ (‘my dear Jewish fellow-citizens’).
We are deeply grateful for his support
for the work of the ICCJ, both in
Germany and abroad,’ Ms Adelmann
said.
melbourne

Christian ideas of ‘The Fall’ and
‘original sin’ were the subject of a
gathering held by CCJ Vic in March.
The Uniting Church’s Rev. Dr Lorraine Parkinson and Lutheran minister
Mark Tuffin exchanged their respective ideas in a public forum, together
with Rabbi Meir Kluwgant, President
of the Organisation of Rabbis Australasia, who provided a Jewish commentary.

australia:

New South Wales Jewish Board of
Deputies chief executive Vic Alhadeff
said Jews have experienced increased
hostility over the last 12 months. ‘In
Australia in 2014, we have seen a 35%
increase in antisemitic incidents over

Only in America! :

those reported in 2013,’ Mr Aldaheff
said. The Australian figures reflect

tians and Jews joins in mourning the
death of Richard von Weizsäcker, former President of Germany and for
many years one of the ICCJ’s Honorary Presidents. The former president
died in Berlin on 31 January 2015.
ICCJ General Secretary Anette
Adelmann said: ‘We remember Dr
Weizsacker’s historic 1990 visit to
Poland, as the President of what was
then West Germany, and the friendships he fostered between contempo-

Before a celebratory dinner attended
by red-hatted cardinals, dignitaries,
academics and families, two graduating Catholic seminarians tapped their
way to glory with some impromptu
dancing. This film went viral last year:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=j5K1iPpXMgA
For more interfaith activities in your state, check
out the ACCJ website, http://ccj.org.au/
and join our new Facebook page!

editorial: on friendship
These are insecure times. As the ICCJ
conference noted, anxiety and feelings
of vulnerability are widespread. They
are widespread across religious lines,
among majorities as well as minorities.
At the time of writing there have been
terrorist attacks at a Copenhagen synagogue. In New Zealand, authorities
were forced to apologize to both Jews
and Muslims for racist remarks by Bp
John Gray of the Maori Anglican Diocese, Christchurch. From Copenhagen to Christchurch there is anger,
confusion and ferment.
CCJ members pride themselves on
freedom from stereotypical thinking,
including measuring others according
to an artificial construct, with little
basis in reality or in the other's selfunderstanding. David A. Kunin’s

book, reviewed on page four by Rabbi
Fred Morgan, argues that Christians
continue to impose their ideas of what
Jews believe. It is regrettable when
people committed to interfaith dialogue fail to recognize the selfdefinition of the religious ‘other’. This
causes distrust and resentment.
There is an opportunity here. The
ICCJ reminds us that the interreligious
context enables the sharing of feelings
of vulnerability and fear. Sharing feelings can help alleviate them. This suggests that nurturing friendships across
religious/ethnic lines should be a priority. The ACCJ supports this approach. CCJ Vic has pioneered the
‘Grassroots Project’, where Jews and
Christians meet, talk and listen, and
take their understandings into church-

es and synagogues. Works of CCJWA
and SA CCJ are characterized by the
genuine friendships which underpin
both groups. In Sydney, a friendship
between (Jewish) NSW CCJ President
Jenny van Proctor and (Catholic) writer Teresa Pirola has generated a leaflet, ‘Preaching without unintended
Prejudice’. Mindful of the hurt which
has been caused by uncontextualized
readings from the Gospel of John,
this resource is to be distributed in
time for Lent by the Catholic Church,
with the approval of the ACCJ.
Since 1988, Australia’s CCJs have
done much through ‘ecclesiastical diplomacy’, in Rabbi Apple’s phrase. In
future, that singular tool for interfaith
progress - friendship - must be extended as widely as possible.
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CCJ Victoria: Dialogue and where it all began
Social media has powered a reemergence of antisemitism, according
to Dr Andre Oboler, who spoke to
CCJ Victoria in February. Dr Oboler,
who is CEO of the Online Hate Prevention Institute, Australia’s only
charity dedicated to tackling all forms
of on-line hate, spoke about the sharp
increase in traditional forms of antisemitism, such as deicide and the
blood libel, as well as the spread and
promotion of the antisemitic forgery,
the Protocols of the Elders of Zion.
http://ohpi.org.au/
‘It is sad that 70 years since the liberation of Auschwitz these conspiracy
theories are still doing the rounds.
Rather than disappearing, they have
been given a new lease of life by social

media with its virality and absence of
any mandatory regulation,’ Dr Oboler
said.

Dr Oboler also introduced his site’s
online hate reporting tool ‘Fight
Against Hate’ and an update on the
data so far collected. Online hate
tracked includes antisemitism, cyberbullying, anti-Muslim hate, homophobia and hate targeting indigenous, the
disabled and women.
Dr Oboler is a world leading expert on
online antisemitism and has given testimony before the Italian Parliament,
served as an expert to the InterParliamentary Coalition to Combat
Antisemitism, and presented for the
World Jewish Congress.
http://ohpi.org.au/how-to-report-apage-using-the-fight-against-hate-tool/

Dr Andre Oboler

Israel: Kiwis at Yad Vashem
A group of twenty New Zealand high
school teachers and educators have
attended a course on Holocaust studies at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, reports J-Wire.
The teachers spent an intensive two
weeks learning about how to more
effectively teach about the Holocaust.
Coming from many parts of New
Zealand and representing a wide cross
-section of schools, the group was
strongly motivated to convey to the
next generation an appreciation of
what the Holocaust means and its les-

sons for the future. Chris Harris, Onehunga College (Auckland), Anna
Chapman Holocaust Centre of NZ
and Mike Brady, Porirua College
(Wellington) explained that Holocaust
studies are not a compulsory subject in
high school curriculums in New Zealand. ‘This means that it is left to each
teacher to choose whether or not they
tackle this subject. There is a paucity
of resources in New Zealand. So we
decided to take ourselves to Yad
Vashem,’ Harris explained. The diverse character of New Zealand socie-

ty was also a useful tool to teach how
hate and de-legitimisation can easily
spread if left unchecked.
The NZ educators also recognized the
immense value of having Holocaust
survivors give personal testimony and
in taking their pupils to visit the Holocaust Centre in Wellington so that the
events taught can be visibly reinforced. ‘With the rising spectre of hatred and xenophobia against Jews
manifesting itself once again, the
teaching of Holocaust studies is more
important than ever,’ Harris said.

Perth: Kristallnacht Commemoration 2014

Some two hundred people attended a
moving Kristallnacht service held at
Temple David last November. Assoc.
Prof. Glenn Morrison, president of
CCJWA, introduced the newly appointed Hon. President, Rabbi Adi

Cohen, who gave the
wel come add ress.
CCJWA was honoured
to have Her Excellency
Mrs Kerry Sanderson,
Governor of Western
Australia, join in the
service. The Presbyterian Ladies’ College Chorale sang ‘Inscription of
Hope’ and ‘Ose
Shalom’. The girls also
read poems and memoirs from the Holocaust,
accompanied by violinist Paul Jansz.
Martin Moen gave the ‘Occasional Address’ for Kristallnacht. Martin’s mother
was a Dutch survivor of the Holocaust,
and he gave a very moving, personal
and inspirational insight into her sur-

vival. Martin met some of the
‘Righteous Among Nations’ who had
risked their lives during the Holocaust
to save his mother and many more
Dutch Jews.
A candle, in remembrance of the Shoah victims, was lit by Helen Bryant
from Temple David Congregation.
Then a candle was lit in remembrance
of the Righteous Among the Nations,
by Rev Steve Francis, Moderator of
the Uniting Church. After the congregation had offered each other the hand
of friendship, the Candle of Hope was
brought forward and lit by Amber
McLeod and Daniel Fasser. The Anglican Archbishop, Roger Herft, gave the
exhortation before the Kaddish, led by
Rabbi Adi Cohen.
- Ann Smith, Committee Member, CCJWA
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DO (OR MAYBE DO NOT) UNTO OTHERS
Rabbi David A Kunin is an American rabbi presently serving the Jewish Community of Japan. Interfaith relations
have been a hallmark of his rabbinate. Kunin created the ‘Walking Together’ programme in Edmonton, Canada, for
which he received the Alberta Centennial Medal. David A. Kunin’s Beyond the Golden Rule: a Jewish Perspective on Dialogue , is reviewed by our own Rabbi Fred Morgan AM :

Interfaith dialogue is the bedrock of
the CCJ and has been since the establishment of the organisation in the
UK in the 1940s. But dialogue means
different things to different people.
The character of dialogue changes
from time to time and place to place.
Everyone who engages with interfaith
dialogue must ask him or herself these
questions: In my here and now, what
counts as dialogue? What techniques
and skills does it require? What are its
aims? How do we recognise success
or failure in dialogue?
In many respects, one might say that
dialogue is as diverse as the religions
of the world and their representatives

who engage in it. It is not one thing;
there is no ‘essence’ of dialogue, any
more than there is an ‘essence’ of
religion or of individual religions,
though earlier generations thought
otherwise.
There still exist religious practitioners
who would argue that their faith
tradition is the true expression of
God’s will, the vehicle that expresses
the ‘essence’ of God’s word to humanity. Such people reject or are
ignorant of modern insights in anthropology, sociology, psychology, literature and religious studies. Their focus
is on theology, the knowledge of God,
as distinct from the study of humankind. For them, dialogue is essentially
a matter of conversion, or transformation of the believing self from a
false understanding to a true one.
David Kunin’s book challenges this
approach to dialogue, just as it challenges the disputatious notions of
dialogue that dominated reactions to
religious diversity in the centuries
before our own. He traces these
debate-driven dialogues back to texts
such as the Church Father Justin
Martyr’s 2nd century ‘Dialogue with
Trypho’.
More significantly, he sees this tendency to dialogue-as-debate still alive
and well in the very event that is often
portrayed as the beginning of a new
attitude towards dialogue in the Industrial Age: the 1893 Parliament of
the World’s Religions.
Through

insightful analysis of several of the
presentations at the Parliament Kunin
shows that the contributors generally
follow either an exclusivist or inclusivist line of argument. In 1893 a
‘postmodern’ notion of religious
pluralism that encourages respect for
all religious positions irrespective of
matters of truth because it reflects the
diversity and uniqueness of human
aspiration was still decades away from
expression.
In between the 1893 Parliament and
today’s pluralistic notion of dialogue
lies the ‘Golden Rule’ of the book’s
title. The Golden Rule is often presented as a glue that has the capacity
to bind all religions, and ultimately all
religious believers, together. It is seen
as the common ethic that transcends
particularistic divisions of ritual and
doctrine. Kunin subjects the Golden
Rule to the same kind of meticulous
analysis that he applies to the Parliament of the World Religions of 1893.
He uses the internet to good purpose,
tracking down the manifold varieties
of the Rule and the ways in which it
has been used to express an ‘essence
of religion’ in a new key.
Though this new ‘common ethic’
approach to dialogue is designed to
make us feel good about religion,
optimistic and at one with the
stranger, it remains essentialist nonetheless.
The Golden Rule is as much an artificial construct as any other attempt at a
universalising portrait of religion(s).
The problem here, as Kunin sees it, is
that we tend to think in either/or
categories that aim at authoritative
statements, rather than perspectival
categories that allow for contingency
and contextuality. He calls for a new
‘dialectic,’ the kind of contextual logic
that we find in Judaism and Jainism.
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He employs the Jain tale of the elephant and the blind men (which exists
in other traditions as well, of course)
to good effect in opening up this
perspectival approach to dialogue.
The result is that dialogue becomes a
matter of keen listening to how others
understand the cosmos; to what their
religious perspective is. It still involves seeing the similarities among
us, but it places greater emphasis on
spotting, acknowledging and valuing
the differences among us.
It is
through the differences that we come
to understand who the other truly is.
Even more than this, in our reflection
on the differences between us and

Rabbi David Kunin and his synagogue
in Japan
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them, we gain greater insight into
ourselves and our own sets of beliefs
and practices. In a sincere display of
‘faith seeking understanding’, Kunin
applies this self-reflection born of
dialogue to his own tradition, Judaism.
He uses it to critique elements in
Jewish law, practice and liturgy that, in
his view, fail to conceptualise the
other as being created in God’s image.
He concludes his book with a
‘tentative theology’ that reflects his
openness and helps to locate his
concern with interfaith dialogue within a broader context of seeking God.
Kunin’s book raises as many problems as it answers. For example, he
recognises that there are behaviours
which in themselves may put limits on
our ability to enter into this kind of
pluralistic, perspectival dialogue. How
do we handle female circumcision (or,
indeed, for some, male circumcision)?
Honour killing in the name of religious norms? Though Kunin notices
this problem in a footnote, it seems to
me that where we set limits to dialogue, if at all, and how we arrive at
and apply ethical boundaries to our
understanding of the other, are crucial
questions in the discussion. In a
different vein, by reducing metaphysics to moral anthropology, he risks
opening up the very question that
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks’ book The Dignity of Difference raised for ultraOrthodox members of the Jewish
community in Britain: if he says that
all religions are of value in themselves,

why maintain an absolute commitment to his own religious teachings
(apart from theologically weak reasons
such as sentiment, nostalgia, continuity or identity)?
Though the book ranges across many
religious traditions, its arguments have
a strong application specifically to
Jewish-Christian relations. There is
still an excessive tendency in our
dialogue to look for essentialist similarities between the faith traditions
and to dismiss differences as being of
little consequence. Too often this
reflects either a false optimism or a
wilful rejection of that which the
other holds to be dear. As a result,
our dialogue fails to lead to the critical
self-reflection that Kunin calls for; the
kind that arises from a deep awareness
of the ethical demands that the other
places upon us.
All in all, the freshness of Kunin’s
overall approach, the depth of his
analyses of the 1893 Parliament and
the Golden Rule, and the forthright
way in which he applies self-reflection
arising from his experience of dialogue to his own religious tradition
make this a welcome addition to the
ever-growing shelf of books on interfaith dialogue.
- Rabbi Fred Morgan AM
Emeritus Rabbi, Temple Beth Israel, Melbourne
Professorial fellow, Australian Catholic University
Hon. President, Council of Christians and Jews
(Victoria)

scene number 97

page 6

FILM
Because i was a painter —
Christophe Cognet - France - ‘Parce que j’etais peintre’ (original title) 104 min – documentary – 2014

One of the most common drawings from
a child (after stick figures) is a house with
a chimney puffing curlicues of smoke.
Because I Was A Painter features a lot of
chimneys, but the smoke is heavy, and
often drawn with dark scribbles or even
faces melting into a mournful sky.
Because I Was a Painter is a documentary
film by Christophe Cognet, which has
been selected at multiple international
film festivals, and is soon to be released
nationally. It uncovers drawings that were
hidden from the Nazis during the Holocaust. Drawn on bits of newspaper or the
back of SS documents, these pictures,
hold details not only about what the
camps looked like, but what it felt like to

be inside. They are fascinating eyewitness
accounts, and some of them are presented
by the artists themselves.
The film also debates some profound
questions about the role of art in preserving
history. It interlaces images of the drawings
and sculptures with survivor interviews,
commentary from curators, and footage of
the camps themselves. Seeing a photograph
of Dachau, next to a victim’s sketch of that
same landscape is truly remarkable. It also
opens up the idea of art and its curation as
interpretive.
Because I Was a Painter is thoughtful and
evocative. It’s for anyone who sees a puff
of smoke, and wonders what stories it
could hold.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=JBCJ6WYLJ6k

The Muses of Isaac Bashevis Singer
Asaf Galay, Shaul Betser; English, Hebrew, and Yiddish with English subtitles – 120 minutes - 2014

Nobel Prize winner Isaac Bashevis
Singer was a charming enchanter both
on the page and in his romantic life.
This surprising and unflinching documentary explores, through poignant
interviews and exclusive archival footage, the unknown history of one of his
most vital sources of creative inspiration: his translators. Dozens of women
throughout Singer’s life worked with
him to open the doors to his singular
Yiddish prose for the rest of the world
to enjoy, and his relationships with

many of them blurred the lines between
the professional and the personal. This is
their story, and his—as well as a story of
the arts of literature, translation, love, and
life itself.
Distributor: info@cinephil.co.il

Chagall-Malevich
Alexander Mitta - Russia – Russian with subtitles - 120 minutes – feature - 2014

Inspired by the memoirs of Marc Chagall and those of his contemporaries,
the film blends fact and folklore to
evoke the return of the iconic Jewish
artist (portrayed by Leonid Bichevin) to
his childhood home of Vitebsk. Having
left behind immense success in Paris,
Chagall lives out his golden years of
1917-1918 in the Russian empire, falling
in love with Bella Rosenfeld (Kristina
Schneidermann), producing copious
paintings, and establishing the Academy
of Modern Art. A rivalry develops with
abstract Polish painter Kazimir Malevich (Anatoliy Belyy), invited to teach at

the art school. As Bella rekindles a childhood friendship with military Red Commissar Naum (Semyon Shkalikov), Chagall competes for the affections of his
muse and future wife. As the October
Revolution sweeps across Russia, historical events intrude on personal struggles
and upend the quiet provincial life in Vitebsk.
Brimming with surrealistic imagery from
the paintings of Chagall and Malevich,
this sumptuous melodrama marks veteran Russian filmmaker Alexander Mitta’s
return after a decade-long hiatus.
*Available on US ITunes store
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Coming Up...
Pesach
15th of Nisan 5775

Begins: Friday evening April 3 2015 – first Seder – Erev Pesach

The Jewish People
celebrate Passover as
a commemoration of
their liberation over
3,300 years ago by Gd from slavery in ancient Egypt that was
ruled by the Pharaohs, and their freedom as a nation under the leadership of
Moses. It commemoLeah Briers, Guy Gilead, Paulette Lo and Jasbinder Minhas
rates the story of the
attending 2013 Pesach event, Sydney Photo: Giselle Haber
Exodus as described
in the Hebrew Bible, especially in the Book of Exodus, in which the Israelites
were freed from slavery in Egypt. Jews refer to the second book of the Torah as
,שמות

Sh'mot, or ‘Names’.

EASTER
April 5

In the Christian religion,
Easter is the holiday that
celebrates and commemorates the central event of
the Christian faith: the resurrection of Jesus Christ
three days after his death
by crucifixion. All major
branches of Christianity
observe the holiday. Easter
is the oldest Christian holiday and the most important day of the church
year. All the Christian movable feasts and the entire liturgical year of worship are arranged around Easter.

Australian Council of Christians and Jews ABN 43 144 362 171
326 Church Street, Richmond, Victoria, 3121, Australia
Tel/Fax: 0011 61 3 9429 5212
ccjvic@bigpond.net.au
Scene Editor: Kate Mannix
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NOT YET A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF
CHRISTIANS AND JEWS?
The Councils of Christians and Jews are a vital part in the combined Christian-Jewish effort
to foster social harmony. We aim to combat all forms of religious, racial and social discrimination using the powerful insights of Judaism and Christianity. Check with your state
branch (see below) for membership fees and concessions:

Join today!
I hereby apply for an annual membership of the Council of Christians and Jews:
Standard member:
Married couple:
Pensioner couple:
Single Pensioner/student/unemployed:
Educational Institution:
Religious Body:
I enclose cheque:
Visa

3 yrs membership
3 yrs membership

3 yrs membership
3 yrs membership
Mastercard

Expires __/__

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
NAME: _______________________________________________________________________
‘When two people
relate to each other
authentically and
humanly, God is the
electricity that surges
between them.’
Martin Buber

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________
_____________________Post Code_________Email:__________________________________
SIGNATURE:__________________________________________________________________

Thank you! tear off and send to your CCJ State Branch:

NSW:

16 Macquarie tce birchgrove 2041
Email: jennyvp@exemail.com.au

tel: 02 9555 8559

Vic:

326 Church St, Richmond, 3121
Email: ccjvic@bigpond.net.au

Tel: 03 9429 5212

SA:

18 Broughton Rd., Glenside, 5065
Email: merades@internode.on.net

WA:

ACT:

CCJ of W. Australia
PO Box 1469 , Booragoon, 6954

download form at:

1 Lincoln Place, Chapman, 2611

Tel: 02 6288 6827

Email: rothman@grapevine.com.au

www.ccjwa.org

