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CHRISTIANS AND JEWS WARN DEMOCRATIC VALUES UNDER THREAT
The Australian Council of Christians
and Jews (ACCJ), the oldest established interfaith organisation in
Australia, says that despite the real
possibility of a return to the state of
fear that led to the Cronulla riots,
legislators should not consider even
the possibility of torture in response.
ACCJ President William Szekely said
lessons learned in religious dialogue
were now important in guiding the
whole community.
‘The climate of fear and anger prior
to the Cronulla riots has returned,’
Mr Szekely said.
‘There is a growing fear of attack in
the Jewish community. Muslim
communities are also now concerned they will be targets of discrimination and victimisation and
we have already seen the vandalism
of Muslim property. Christians too
are concerned at being targets of
abuse by alleged supporters of ISIL.
‘We reject the tactics of those who
seem to be prepared to use violence

to reflect overseas terror or to exact
retribution on innocent members of
different communities,’ he said.
But Mr Szekely also warned that
even the possibility of torture being
sanctioned in forthcoming federal
anti-terror legislation must be
opposed.
‘The ACCJ rejects even possibility of
torture in proposed anti-terror
legislation as alien to the Australian
way of life,’ Mr Szekely said.
‘We believe that the lessons we have
learned in dialogue between Jews
and Christians and the teachings of
all religions, can be of assistance to
the community at large.
‘We encourage all people of faith in
Australia to work together to ensure
that the peace and enjoyment of our
Australian freedoms is collectively
preserved.
‘As we approach Jewish New Year
(Rosh Hashanah, Sept 24), The Day
of Atonement (Yom Kippur, Oct 4),
and the Muslim New Year (Al Hijira

15 October), the ACCJ calls on all
believers ‘of the Book’ to recall our
collective mores and precepts of
love, harmony, peace and brotherhood and continue to act according
to these precepts towards one
another and to all around us.’
‘We call on every individual in every
church, synagogue and mosque to
reflect honestly, and act courageously and assert that Australia remains
an open society and not one shackled by anger, fear or oppressive
legislation.’

MazelTov to the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney
Pope Francis has appointed Bishop
Anthony Fisher of Parramatta as the
new Archbishop of Sydney. President
of the Council of Christians and Jews,
Jenny van Proctor, told Scene:
‘I am very heartened at news this
morning (September 18) that Bishop
Fisher will be appointed to be Archb i s h o p
o f
S y d n e y .
‘We will be privileged to have such an
insightful and thoughtful person in
this position,’ she said.
Born in 1960, Anthony Fisher worked
as a lawyer with Clayton Utz prior to
entering the Dominicans, at the age of
25. He obtained a doctorate in bioethics at Oxford University and has been
a vigorous opponent of abortion and
euthanasia. A former lecturer in bioethics at the ACU, Fisher later became

the foundation director of the John
Paul II Institute for Marriage and
Family.
After organising Sydney’s World
Youth Day in 2008 Fisher was well
regarded in Rome. In 2010, Fisher
was elevated to the episcopate as
Bishop of Parramatta. As Archbishop
of Sydney, Anthony Fisher will lead
an archdiocese that has 664,000 Catholics in a population of almost 2.5
million, with 484 priests and over
1,500 vowed religious.
CCJ NSW president Jenny van Proctor, on behalf of the ACCJ, welcomed
Fisher to the interfaith dialogue family, saying:
‘May the coming years be ones of joy,
blessing and creativity in the Catholic
Archdiocese of Sydney Church, a

foundation member of the Council of
Christians and Jews. May G-d bless
our ongoing work together.’
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around the traps...
Wellington:
New Zealand’s John Key has won a third
term in office, despite explicitly antiSemitic slurs against him during the cam-

NZ Prime Minister John Key
paign. Key billboards were defaced with
anti-Semitic slurs about the Prime Minister, the son of a Jewish refugee from Europe. Later, the president of the New
Zealand Jewish Council, Stephen Goodman, raised objections after an opposition
Labour candidate posted on FB that Key
was a ‘Shonky Jonkey Shylock’. The 61
seats won by Key make him the first New
Zealand leader to be able to govern in his
own right since the country introduced
proportional voting in 1996.

Michael Trainor
jerusalem:
During their annual meeting last August,
the ICCJ elected distinguished Australian
theologian Rev. Dr Michael Trainor, of
South Australia, to the ICCJ board. Dr.
Philip A. Cunningham (of Saint Joseph's

University, in Philadelphia) was elected as
the ICCJ's new President. In addition to
Dr. Cunningham, the incoming ICCJ Executive Board includes Liliane Apotheker
(France), Rabbi Ehud Bandel (Israel),
Rabbi Samuel Szteinhendler (Chile), and
Pavol Bargar (Czech Republic). more info on
page four
be’ersheva:
On the morning of 31 October 1917,
ANZAC forces attacked the Turkish defenders and captured the strategically located position at Tel el Saba, where the
city of Be’er Sheva is currently located.
This heroic operation was the first step
towards the establishment of the State of
Israel in 1948.
To commemorate the 100 years anniversary of the ANZAC landings at Gallipoli,
JNF Australia is hosting a special mission
and tour to Israel in April 2015. For itinerary and costs, go to www.jnf.org.au,
Great britain:
The Board of Deputies of British Jews,
the UK’s EJC affiliate, and the Muslim
Council of Britain issued a joint statement
calling for continuing to work for good
community relations.

In the statement, the two groups said that
while recognising that ‘Muslims and Jews
have deeply held views about the conflict
in Israel and Palestine, we acknowledge
that our communities may disagree about
the origins, current reasons and solutions
to end the conflict. But there are also
points of agreement. We condemn any
expression of anti-Semitism, Islamophobia or any form of racism. We call for
Muslim and Jewish communities to redouble efforts to work together and get to
know one another.’
Pew center:
Differences between conservatives and
liberals extend their long reach even to
opinions about which qualities are important to teach children, according to a
survey by the Pew Research Center for
Religion. People who express consistently
conservative political attitudes across a
range of issues are more likely groups to
rate teaching religious faith as especially
important – and the least likely to say the
same about teaching tolerance. By contrast, people with consistent liberal opinions stand out for the high priority they
give to teaching tolerance – and the low
priority they attach to teaching religious
faith and obedience.
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CCJ Victoria: Dialogue and where it all began

Twelve people, from the Jewish,
Christian, Muslim faiths, met at Etz
Chayim Progressive Synagogue on 12

October to speak on their shared, and
remarkable, journey of discovery in
Israel last May.

Participants included David Cohan, Di
Hirsh, Albert Isaacs, Rev. Ian Smith,
Rabbi Adam Stein, Dr Nasir Butrous
and Rufiath Yousuff. The group visited each other's historical sacred places
to study and share texts, to listen to
each other's story and to truly 'meet' in
the City of Jerusalem which is sacred
to all three traditions.
The packed house in Melbourne listened to their personal experiences
and reflections, gaining insight into
how three faiths found common
ground and explored the ‘light’ and
‘shadow’ sides of their relationships.
The group concluded: ‘At a time of
increased political tensions in Israel
and the Middle East generally, we
came away with further understanding,
friendships and a firm commitment to
interfaith dialogue.’

CCJWA: 2014 - So far!
CCJWA’s AGM on 2 February saw
the retirement of Ken Arkwright
OAM after two decades’ work. His
address ‘My Family’s C & J Encounters since 1668 CE’ was an inspiring,
poignant account of his family’s interfaith experiences, including survivors
of the Shoah. On 4 May, CCJWA gave
Ken and Judith Arkwright each an
honorary Life Membership in gratitude for their immense contribution.
Members met on 15 May for an evening worship at St George’s College
Chapel, UWA, with choral music provided by the Winthrop Singers, directed by Dr Nicholas Bannan. Works
included Hine Ma Tov (Psalm 133:1);
Louis Lewandowski, Enosh Kechotzir
Yomov (Psalm 103:15–17), and Echa;

and S. S. Wesley, The Lord hath been
mindful of us (Psalm 115:12–15). Afterwards, the College extended hospitality
to CCJ members to dine with resident students, and for a ‘Fireside Chat’
with 2013 West Australian of the Year,
Prof. Bruce Robinson. On 20 May, we
met to hear an engaging address by Dr
Debbie Weissman on ‘Inter-religious
Dialogue: An Israeli Perspective’ at
Perth Synagogue. On 24 August,
CCJWA presented the film, The Lady in
Number 6: Music Saved My Life, at Temple David Social Hall. This remarkable
documentary features the famous pianist Alice Herz-Sommer, who before
her death in February, aged 110, was
the world’s oldest Shoah survivor. The
acclaimed film evoked wide-ranging

discussion among the Christians and
Jews present. - Mary J. Marshall

New Zealand: Week of Prayer for World Peace
The Week of Prayer for World Peace is
to be held in New Zealand from 12-19
October. The annual event is designed
to encourage people of all faiths to pray
in their own gatherings or with people
of other faiths, for world peace. A leaflet has been produced by the New Zealand organising committee
www.interfaith.org.nz/PDFs with prayers, readings and affirmations from
many faiths to use each day. The theme

of the leaflet is developed for worldwide
distribution by the Week of Prayer for
World Peace multifaith committee based
in Great Britain. The Week of Prayer is
more widely observed in New Zealand
than in Australia, possibly due to the
strong tradition of pacifism amongst the
churches there. Maori tribes which were
converted to Christianity absorbed its
message of non violence. The Parihaka
community practiced non-violent re-

sistance to Pakeha invasion, resisting
surveying by ploughing the land. The
Moriori of the Chatham Islands symbolised their rejection of violence by wearing white feathers in their hair, which
later became an international symbol of
peace. Pacifism in modern times continued through both world wars, and famously, New Zealand became the only
developed country to be officially declared anti nuclear, in 1984. Check Facebook.com/weekofprayerforworldpeace
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ICCJ 2014 Conference:
Jewish-Christian Dialogue is Thriving in Latin America, and Worldwide
August’s annual conference of the International Council of Christians and Jews (ICCJ) has highlighted in a very vivid way a
rich network of interfaith friendship that is thriving in many Latin American countries--and around the world.

Meeting in Buenos Aires in August,
more than 150 members of the ICCJ's
international member organizations
were welcomed by their Argentine
hosts for three days of conversation,
exploration and learning, focussing on
the themes of history, theology and
identity.
Keynote speakers offered insightful
presentations on the history of the
Jewish-Christian relationship in South
America; innovative methods of
interpreting Biblical texts; a recent
Jewish-Christian-Muslim pilgrimage to
the Middle East, and ways of understanding Jewish and Christian covenantal identity that do not presume a
‘win-lose’ paradigm.
On Wednesday, the conference attendees were guests of the AMIA
Centre, where we learned about
AMIA's role as the ‘heart’ of Argentina's Jewish community, providing a
broad range of important educational,
social and spiritual support services.
Twenty years ago this summer, a stillunsolved bomb attack on AMIA's
headquarters killed 85 Argentines and
wounded hundreds. ICCJ members
marked that sombre anniversary with
Jewish and Christian prayers at the
monument to the victims, remembering the lives tragically lost, and recommitting ourselves to fighting
hatred and violence.. Gathered around
the richly-coloured and very inspiring
monument to the victims, we listened
to John Lennon's classic plea for

peace, ‘Imagine,’ sung for us in Hebrew.
At the conference's closing banquet,
outgoing members of the ICCJ Board
were thanked for their generous service. The ICCJ's Sternberg Interfaith
Gold Medal was conferred on Dr.
Deborah Weissman, who was stepping down as ICCJ President after six
years at its helm. Dr. Weissman was
thanked for her passionate commitment to developing the JewishChristian relationship.
On Friday morning, the AGM elected
Dr. Philip A. Cunningham (of Saint
Joseph's University, in Philadelphia) as
the ICCJ's new President. Dr. Cunningham, a highly-respected scholar
and leader in Jewish-Christian dialogue, emphasized the ongoing importance of Jewish-Christian relations,
especially as we approach the fiftieth
anniversary of the landmark Vatican
Council document Nostra Aetate (On
the Catholic Church's Relationship to
Non-Christian Religions) in 2015.
In addition to Dr. Cunningham, the
incoming ICCJ Executive Board
includes Liliane Apotheker (France),
Prof. Michael Trainor (Australia),
Rabbi Ehud Bandel (Israel), Rabbi
Samuel Szteinhendler (Chile), and
Pavol Bargar (Czech Republic).
As part of the transition to a new
Board, Rev Dr John Pawlikowski
OSM (of Catholic Theological Union,
Chicago) stepped down as Immediate
Past President of the ICCJ, after many

years of long and devoted service to
the organization. The Council's membership voted to recognize Father
Pawlikowski's significant contributions to this field by naming him as
one of the ICCJ's Honorary Presidents (joining former Archbishop of
Canterbury Dr George Carey, Dr.
Victor Goldbloom, Rabbi Professor
Dr. Peter Levinson, Rabbi Prof. David Rosen, Prof. Dr. Martin Stöhr and
Dr. Richard von Weizsäcker).
The broad international representation at this year's ICCJ conference,
together with the many constructive
conversations it fostered, underscores
the continued necessity of interreligious dialogue in general, and of the
unique Jewish-Christian dialogue in
particular. Founded in 1947, the ICCJ
is proud of its many decades of leadership in interreligious dialogue, in
fighting intolerance, anti-Semitism
and religious discrimination, and in
promoting bonds of friendship, respect and cooperation between Jews,
Christians and others.
The ICCJ is already looking ahead to
its next conference, which will be held
next summer in Rome. The ICCJ
remains a vigorous and creative force
in interreligious conversation, and
invites Jews, Christians, people of all
faiths and none, to stand up against
extremism, intolerance and violence,
and to contribute to building up a
world of greater inclusion, understanding and mutual enrichment.
- Murray Watson
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The Sefaria Project

Imagine a digital wonderland where
every Jewish text is available free and
open-source, where the extraordinary
expanse of Jewish texts are waiting to
be combed, prodded, and commented
upon by interested parties the world
over. Good news: this exists.
The Sefaria Project seeks to build the
future of Jewish learning in an open
and participatory way.
An open
source project, Sefaria is building a
free living library of Jewish texts and
their interconnections, in Hebrew and
in translation. The scope is Torah in
the broadest sense. Sefaria is created,

edited, and annotated by an open
community.
Started by writer, Joshua Foer, and
techie Brett Lockspeiser, both with a
passion for text—Sefaria takes the
Jews' bookish legacy and gives it a
21st-century tune-up. The site aims to
compile every letter of Jewish text
into one completely interactive space,
as Foer says, from Tanakh to Talmud
to the Zohar, to modern texts and all
the volumes of commentary in between.’
‘Judaism's core texts grew out of millennia-long conversations and argu-

ments across generations. We envision creating an open space for ancient conversations to continue in
new ways, with new participants, new
questions, and new layers of dialogue,’
Foer says.
‘Having digital texts enables us to create new, interactive interfaces for the
Web, tablet and mobile which allow
students and scholars around the
world to freely learn and explore the
interconnections among Torah texts.’
Sefaria, the word borrowing from the
Hebrew words sefer, meaning book,
and sifria, meaning library, is noncommercial and built on community
support. Volunteers offer to translate
Hebrew into any language they can,
and can even go at it over translations.
The site knows there’s no Judaism
without argument: Sefaria is set up to
support multiple translations of any
given text.
To see it in action is something else.
The connections between our texts
are innumerable, and to see the loomlike patchwork of it visualized is nothing short of breathtaking.
http://www.sefaria.org/explore
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Books
David: the divided heart —

jewish lives

by david wolpe : yale university press : sept 2014
Of all the figures in the Bible, David
arguably stands out as the most perplexing and enigmatic.
He was many things: a warrior who
subdued Goliath and the Philistines; a
king who united a nation; a poet who
created beautiful, sensitive verse; a loyal
servant of God who proposed the great
Temple and founded the Messianic line;
a schemer, deceiver, and adulterer who
freely indulged his very human appetites.
David Wolpe, whom Newsweek called
‘the most influential rabbi in America,’
takes a fresh look at biblical David in an

attempt to find coherence in his seemingly contradictory actions and impulses.
The author questions why David holds
such an exalted place in history and
legend, and then proceeds to unravel his
complex character based on information
found in the book of Samuel and later
literature.
What emerges is a fascinating portrait of
an exceptional human being who, despite
his many flaws, the author says, was truly
beloved by God.

Forgive us— confessions of a compromised faith
by mae elise cannon et al. : zondervan : sept 2014
Many people have become frustrated
with religion and evangelical Christianity, in particular. Too often the church
has proven to be a source of pain rather
than a place of hope. Forgive Us
acknowledges the legitimacy of much of
the anger. In truth, Christianity in
America has significant brokenness that
demands recognition and repentance.
Forgive Us is a call to confession. From
Psalm 51 to the teachings of Jesus to
the prayers of Nehemiah, confession is
the proper biblical response when
God’s people have turned their backs
on God’s ways. In the book of Nehemi-

ah, the author confesses not only his own
sins, but also the sins of his ancestors.
The history of the American church demands a confession both for our deeds
and the deeds of those who came before
us. In each chapter, two pastors provide
compelling histories of the church’s
greatest shortcomings. Soong-Chan Rah
and justice leader Lisa Sharon Harper
share theological reflections. Passionate
and purposeful, Forgive Us will challenge
readers and issue a heart-felt request to
the surrounding culture for forgiveness
and a new beginning.

Koren talmud bavli — vol 14; yevamot pt 1,
Commentary by adin steinsaltz : koren publishers : sept 2014
The Koren Talmud Bavli is a groundbreaking edition of the Talmud that
fuses the innovative design of Koren
Publishers Jerusalem with the incomparable scholarship of Rabbi Adin
Steinsaltz.
The Koren Talmud Bavli Standard Edition is a full-size, full-colour edition that
presents an enhanced Vilna page, a side
-by-side English translation, photographs and illustrations, a brilliant com-

mentary, and a multitude of learning aids
to help the beginning and advanced student alike actively participate in the dynamic process of Talmud study.
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Coming Up...
shemini atzeret/simchat torah
‘joy of the torah’
October 15-17

Following Sukkot, there is a
two day festival known as
Shemini Atzeret. The first
day is reserved for the joy
of the festival and for the
prayers for rain. The second day, Simchat Torah, is
reserved for the celebration
of the conclusion of the
cycle of reading from the
Torah.
These two days constitute a
major holiday in Judaism.

All hallows eve, all saints day, all
souls day
Oct 31

The true origins of Halloween lie with the ancient Celtic tribes. For the Celts, November 1 marked the beginning of a new year and the coming of winter. The night before
the new year, they celebrated the
festival of Samhain, Lord of the
Dead. These traditions were absorbed into church as the
‘hallowed eve’ before All Saints
Day. All Saints commemorates
‘the communion of saints’, recognizing the community of faith
is not bound by space or time.
All Souls commemorates all
those who have died.

Australian Council of Christians and Jews ABN 43 144 362 171
326 Church Street, Richmond, Victoria, 3121, Australia
Tel/Fax: 0011 61 3 9429 5212
ccjvic@bigpond.net.au
Scene Editor: Kate Mannix
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NOT YET A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF
CHRISTIANS AND JEWS?
The Councils of Christians and Jews are a vital part in the combined Christian-Jewish effort
to foster social harmony. We aim to combat all forms of religious, racial and social discrimination using the powerful insights of Judaism and Christianity. Check with your state
branch (see below) for membership fees and concessions:

Join today!
I hereby apply for an annual membership of the Council of Christians and Jews:
Standard member:
Married couple:
Pensioner couple:
Single Pensioner/student/unemployed:
Educational Institution:
Religious Body:
I enclose cheque:
Visa

3 yrs membership
3 yrs membership

3 yrs membership
3 yrs membership
Mastercard

Expires __/__

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
NAME: _______________________________________________________________________
‘When two people
relate to each other
authentically and
humanly, God is the
electricity that surges
between them.’
Martin Buber

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________
_____________________Post Code_________Email:__________________________________
SIGNATURE:__________________________________________________________________

Thank you! tear off and send to your CCJ State Branch:

NSW:

16 Macquarie tce birchgrove 2041
Email: jennyvp@exemail.com.au

tel: 02 9555 8559

Vic:

326 Church St, Richmond, 3121
Email: ccjvic@bigpond.net.au

Tel: 03 9429 5212

SA:

18 Broughton Rd., Glenside, 5065
Email: merades@internode.on.net

WA:

ACT:

CCJ of W. Australia
PO Box 1469 , Booragoon, 6954

download form at:

1 Lincoln Place, Chapman, 2611

Tel: 02 6288 6827

Email: rothman@grapevine.com.au

www.ccjwa.org

