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Council of Christians and Jews meets at Lambeth Palace

Left to right (back row): The Rt Revd Nigel McCulloch (Chairman), Archbishop Gregorios, Rabbi Danny Rich, Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis, The Most Revd Justin Welby, Most Revd Vincent Nichols. (front
row): Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner, The Rt Revd Lorna Hood, Rabbi Abraham Levy and Revd David
Gifford (CEO). Lambeth Palace, 20 January 2013. (Picture: Lambeth Palace)

The Archbishop of Canterbury Justin
Welby welcomed the presidents of the
Council of Christians and Jews to
Lambeth Palace in January, for their
first meeting since Archbishop Justin
and Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis took
office last year.

The presidents, including Archbishop
Justin, the Chief Rabbi, the Archbishop of Westminster Vincent Nichols
and Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner,
pledged to take a more upfront role in
the CCJ activities at local and national
level.

Among the topics discussed were the
importance of encouraging local CCJ
branches, the need to confront a
worrying increase in anti-Semitism,
and the role of CCJ in enabling
churches and Jewish communities to
discuss the situation in the Holy Land
in a spirit of mutual respect and
generosity.
Archbishop Justin Welby said: ‘I am
honoured to continue in the role
founded by my distinguished predecessor William Temple, and delighted
that among my colleagues in CCJ I am
quickly finding new friendships across
the Jewish-Christian partnership.’
Bishop Nigel McCulloch, Chair of the
CCJ, said: ‘I am delighted that the CCJ
presidents resolved to take a more
upfront role in exercising their influence over the direction and impetus of
CCJ at both national and branch
levels.’
Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner, President of the Movement for Reform
Judaism, said: ‘The presidents of the
CCJ had a convivial, thoughtful and
engaging meeting where we discussed
practical and important issues affecting
the lives of Jews and Christians in
Britain.’

support for lord’s prayer in parliament
Calls from the Greens in January to
scrap the Lord’s Prayer from Federal
Parliament have been refuted by Jewish Members of Parliament, despite
the prayer’s origins in Christianity.
The prayer, which has been recited at
the beginning of every sitting day for
more than a century, “is one of the
Parliament’s many fine and proud
traditions” according to Kooyong MP
Josh Frydenberg – and something he
would like to see continue.
The debate, sparked by Greens Senator Richard di Natale, has seen Jewish
MPs called on for their views in the
mainstream media. Speaking to Neil

Mitchell on 3AW, Member for Melbourne Ports Michael Danby said the
Lord’s Prayer is not something which
should be abolished.
“It doesn’t harm anyone. The Parliament respects minorities. Ed Husic
gets sworn in on the Koran and I do it
on the Old Testament. It doesn’t really bother me,” he said.
Meanwhile, speaking to Fairfax Media,
Danby’s Labor colleague Mark Dreyfus drew attention to the US model
where the opening prayers are led by
chaplains of many faiths.
He said this could be a more inclusive
way of acknowledging the multi-faith

nature of Australian society.
Nonetheless, Dreyfus emphasised that
the Lord’s Prayer has “a very long tradition in our parliament”.
“I think the Greens are not showing
an understanding of the importance of
religious faith for very many Australians,” he said.
“The Lord’s Prayer may have a certain Christian flavour to it, so perhaps
it should be made more universal, but
I certainly prefer that there should be
an acknowledgement of God [rather
than nothing at all],” he said.
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Around the TRAPS...
sydney:

The ECAJ’s Executive Director, Peter
Wertheim, has issued a strong statement of support for Foreign Minister
Julie Bishop, under attack for supporting Israel. In an interview with the
Times of Israel in January, Ms Bishop
refused to condemn Israeli settlements. This brought about condemnation of the Foreign Minister by her
predecessor, Bob Carr, and Palestinian
advocacy groups in Australia. The
ECAJ welcomed Ms Bishop’s statement that ‘the key to peace is the acceptance of Israel as a Jewish state.’

rights. The other is Fr Gabriel Nadaf,
a Greek Orthodox priest from Nazareth, who encourages Arabic-speaking
Christians to fully integrate with Israel's Jewish society.

jerusalem:

usa:

The Israeli Knesset's Christian Allies
Caucus and the World Jewish Congress jointly hosted the 8th annual
Night to Honour Israel's Christian Allies
in February. The two honourees were
Jane Hansen Hoyt, who has done
much to support Israel and women’s

Actress Scarlett Johansson has quit as
global ambassador for Oxfam after
the aid group deemed the role
‘incompatible’ with her promotion of
an Israeli firm that has a factory in the
occupied West Bank. Oxfam, a BDS
supporter, forced the 29 year old actress from her global ambassador role
after eight years of service, saying that
all trade with firms in the West Bank
is a denial of Palestinian rights.

ternational Experiences and Perspectives’. To be held over August 19 –
21, the conference will treat the
theme from historical, theological and
social/cultural perspectives.
new york:

Art Spiegelman, the Pulitzer Prizewinning cartoonist and creator of
Maus, has a retrospective of his substantial body of work at the Jewish
Museum in New York City, running
until the end of March. The exhibition, Co-Mix, has already appeared in
major centres in Europe. Art Spiegelman is the cousin of the Chair of
the ABC, former Chief Justice of
NSW Supreme Court, James Spiegelman.

buenos aires:

Anette Adelmann

Outgoing chief executive Rev. Dick
Pruiskma reports that the theme for
the next ICCJ conference in Buenos
Aires in August will be ‘JewishChristian Dialogue: Commitment and
Challenges - Latin American and In-

editorial: Interfaith into the 21st century (and beyond!)
2014 is to be an important year for the
Australian Councils of Christians and
Jews.
2014 is the 50th anniversary of the visit
of Pope Paul VI to the Holy Land. 2014
is the 100th anniversary of World War I,
and the 75th anniversary of World War
II. This year, 2014, CCJs worldwide are
preparing for the 50th anniversary in
2015 of Nostrae Aetate, the landmark
document from Vatican II. All in all,
2014 looks set to be a big year in the
interfaith business.
Time then, for us to take stock of ourselves; to look at what we are doing and
how well our actions promote our purpose. Australian Councils of Christians
and Jews have tended to focus on the
past. This is a proper thing, as the past

holds many dark histories which must
continue to be told and acknowledged.
But an exclusive emphasis on Holocaust
education could make our organisations
ossify. Further, what Rabbi Fred Morgan calls ‘dialogical symmetry’ may not be
served if Christian partners in dialogue
may only seek forgiveness for the past,
and the role of Jews in dialogue is reduced to offering them absolution.
The ACCJ needs both a past, and a present focus. What should make us distinctive is an ability to use our understandings of the past to cast a prophetic eye on the present. For example, CCJ
SA has a strong view on the present
refugee question, informed by special
knowledge of persecutions from the
past.

Our movement ought consider how far
we should be an umbrella group for
institutional members.
The recent
meeting at Lambeth Palace of the CCJ
UK presidents, which include the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Chief
Rabbi, shows by contrast how much
more important interfaith work is regarded in Britain. Here in Australia,
church interfaith webpages reproduce
activities cut and pasted from CCJs, and
some official representatives fail to participate at all. Institutional members
might be challenged to show how 60
years of dialogue informs and influences
them, and how their contribution to the
crucial work of interfaith dialogue
might be increased, in our part of the
world, in the 21st century.
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NSW: CCJ adds to worldwide ‘bondi’ protest
The CCJ NSW has added its voice to
the condemnation of gratuitous violence against the Jewish family group
on Bondi Beach last October, saying
the attack was ‘racial vilification’ and
had ‘no place in our community’.
Two of the eight accused, Spartaco
Marciano Di Bella and Robert Tamaki
Clifford, were charged with affray,
being in possession of a knife in a
public place, and assault occasioning
grievous bodily harm. At the time of
going to press, the men were to have
their cases heard at Sydney Central
Local Court in mid February. The
CCJ NSW letter was signed by the
President of the CCJ NSW, Jenny Van
Proctor, Vice President Graham Harris and immediate past President, John
Queripel. It said in part: ‘The Council

of Christians and Jews is the peak
body in this state working to improve
Jewish – Christian understanding and
relationships. While over the years we

and others have made much progress,
this incident sharply reminds us of the
urgent task we still have before us.’

Melbourne: Judaism’s ‘57 Varieties’
In Melbourne, the Victorian CCJ presented Emeritus Senior Rabbi Fred
Morgan who spoke on the ’57 Varieties of Judaism’ in February at the Edmund Rice Education Centre.
‘There are many ways to be Jewish,’
Rabbi Morgan said, ‘and apart from
the obvious Orthodox, Reform and
Conservative Jews there are a host of
different movements within Judaism.
It makes understanding the differ-

ences difficult for Jews - but almost
impossible for non-Jews!’ CCJ members and guests heard Rabbi Morgan
shed light on the similarities and many
differences between the varying
groups within Judaism and how these
groups developed.
Emeritus Senior Rabbi Fred Morgan
Rabbi Morgan succeeded Rabbi Dr
John Levi at Temple Beth Israel and
served there until 2013. He has lead

congregations in London and Budapest, and is a Professorial Fellow in
Theology and Philosophy at the ACU
in Melbourne. Recently Rabbi Morgan has been leading Jewish-themed
tours to Central and Eastern Europe,
Spain, Morocco and India. Rabbi
Morgan is the present president of the
CCJ in Victoria.

Interfaith and the US First Family

US President Barack Obama has a half
-brother who is Jewish. Mark Okoth
Obama Ndesandjo, an artist who lives
in China, is the younger brother of

Barack Obama Sr and his
Jewish third wife, Ruth
Baker, of Boston. Mr
Obama Ndesandjo has
just released a book, Cultures: My Odyssey of SelfDiscovery, which deals in
large part with his family
and his presidential brother.
Like Barack Obama,
Obama Ndesandjo also
had a strong mother who
‘navigated choppy waters’, he said.
Ruth Baker Ndesandjo, who still lives
in Nairobi with her second husband,
was born in the US to a family that
fled the pogroms in Lithuania, and

then made their way to Boston. She
broke with tradition in many ways particularly when she chose to marry a
black man in the 1960s and move to
Africa, Mr Obama Ndesandjo said.
Ruth Baker met Barack Hussein
Obama Sr. while he was studying at
Harvard University in Boston and married him in 1964, following him to Africa. She stayed in Kenya after their divorce but broke off all ties with her exhusband’s family. Mr Obama Ndesandjo was impelled to reconnect with
his brother following a dream about the
biblical Daniel.
– The Times of Israel
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two views on charity and justice
The two articles which follow consider the ideas of charity and justice. Zev Gotkin is a writer and marketing specialist, and Richard W. Kropf is a
writer and theologian.
Judaism and charity

Charity is not Jewish. At the grave risk
of exacerbating the unfounded, antiSemitic stereotype that Jews are stingy
I'm going to argue that the concept of
giving charity does not exist in Judaism.
Most every religion or value system
on the planet encourages adherents to
give charity and many people think it
is praiseworthy to be generous out of
the goodness of one's heart. Not
Judaism. ‘Tis better to give than to

receive’ is a Christian proverb. Not a
Jewish one.
The concept of charity does not exist
in Judaism. The closest word to charity in Hebrew is tzedakah, but this is
an inaccurate translation. Tzedakah
actually means justice. Charity denotes

giving when one is feeling inspired,
generous, or 'in the mood' to give.
Tzedakah, on the other hand, is an
opportunity and an obligation to assist
G-d in repairing a world fractured by
economic strife and disparity.
This message is communicated to us
in this Torah reading. The Torah
portion, Parshat Terumah (Exodus
25:1-27:19), begins with G-d instructing the Jewish people to contribute
something of value toward the construction of the Tabernacle where the
tablets of the Ten Commandments
will be kept. However the phrasing of
this instruction is curious. The Torah
reads: ‘Speak to the Children of Israel
and let them take for Me a donation.’
Why didn't G-d tell the Jewish people
to give a donation rather than use the
odd phrase of 'take for Me a donation?'
The Me'Am Lo'ez, an exhaustive
Torah commentary originally written
in Ladino, beautifully helps us understand this verse. ‘When one gives a
poor person a gift, he is not really
giving, but taking,’ explains Me'Am
Lo'ez. ‘What the donor gives the
beggar is limited and temporary, and it
eventually vanishes. The reward for
giving the charity, however, is infinite
and unlimited. It is something spiritual
that endures forever in the world-tocome.’ This interpretation is based on
a much earlier Jewish source -- a
Midrash -- that proclaims: ‘More than
the benefactor benefits the pauper,
the pauper benefits the benefactor.’
What we learn from this week's Torah
portion is clear. When you give to
another person, do not have the
attitude that you are being such a
wonderful person for helping the less
fortunate. As much as the other person needs your help, it is you who
benefits most, because through giving
to another you are drawn closer to Gd -- the ultimate giver and your nature
is thus transformed to become more
G-dly.
While a poor person and a worthy
cause or institution certainly benefits
from the generosity of the giver, the
giver is actually gaining infinitely more
by connecting with G-d through
performing the mitzvah of tzedaka

and thereby making the world a more
G-dly place.
Some of us may wonder why G-d
created wealth disparity or neediness
at all. The truth is G-d actually created
a world in which there are enough
resources for everyone, but their
distribution is in the hands of humanity. The Talmud (Baba Basra 10a)
relates that the wicked Turnus Rufus
once asked Rabbi Akiva, ‘If your God
loves the poor so much, why then
doesn't He provide for them?’ Rabbi
Akiva responded that G-d could easily
provide personally for the poor, but
He chose to give us the merit of
giving tzedaka...’
The Torah teaches us that giving is
the gift that keeps on giving. The
merit we earn for helping others will
continue to accumulate for eternity so
go on and be selfish. Give.
- Zev Gotkin

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/zev-gotkin/
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Christian Idealism vs Worldly Realities

It seems to me that both the right and
the left really do claim to hold the
same goal: a prosperous and relatively
decent life for every human being on
the planet. The only real argument
seems to be on how to actually
achieve it.
Socialism seems to aim at that goal
most directly, but demands a generosity that only a few people are either
psychologically or spiritually mature
enough to possess, leaving it vulnerable to cheaters and especially defenseless against any hypocrisy in its leadership that quickly undermines whatever
ideals it once held. And when socialism is motivated by a purely materialistic view of humanity, it too easily
turns into the kind of totalitarian state
that existed under Soviet Communism
or the corrupt form of governmentcontrolled crony capitalism that we
now see in China.
Free-Market capitalism, on the other
hand, seeks to convert that same
selfishness into a beneficial wealthcreating force. Yet, in focusing on
profit or material wealth, it all too
often creates the same materialism
that destroys the soul of humanity, reenforcing the worst in human nature,
even while it continues to claim to
promote something better. In either
case, a crassly materialistic view of life
destroys whatever humanistic or
idealistic goals that may have once
been held under either economic
system. And it is here that we see the
role of religion as a corrective or
counterbalance.
However, it needs to be a religion that
is grounded in reality -- especially
psychological realities. If we can
believe that the Gospels accurately
report what Jesus was preaching, we
can see that he profoundly understood human nature. Thus he knew
that at the beginning stages only a
‘carrot and stick’ approach is apt to
work -- hence the promises of heav-
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own life, as he was to do, out of love
for humanity.
What the new pope is doing, it seems
to me, is simply to announce the
Gospel, the good news of Christ,
again to the world in the plain language of worldly realities. No doubt
this offends those who would like to
believe that their religion is all about
seeking ‘heaven above’ while allowing
millions even billions of people to
continue to live in misery or without
hope of a decent existence, or who
think they can save their own souls by
substituting ‘charity’ for fundamental
justice. If so, then it seems to me that
they have missed the main message of
Christianity and mock Jesus who
taught us to work and pray constantly
that God's kingdom come and his will
be done ‘on earth as it is in heaven’.

enly rewards as well as the threats of
eternal loss. Yet, he also knew that if
he stopped at that level or failed to call
us to something higher than that, he
would have failed in his mission. Thus,
he could not or would not stop at
simply calling on people to ‘Love your
- Richard W. Kropf
neighbour as you love yourself.’ After
all, every progressive ethical teacher in
the world has said more or less the
same thing in one way or another.
Instead, Jesus went on to call on his
followers to love their enemy, to counter their evil-doing and avarice by
overcoming it with kindness and
generosity, and even to sacrifice their http://www.huffingtonpost.com/richard-w-kropf
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Books
Reality, grief, hope

— three prophetic tasks

by Walter Brueggemann : Wm. B. Eerdmans publishing co : feb 2014
Walter Brueggemann is one of the most
highly regarded Biblical scholars of our
time. In this new book Brueggemann
incisively probes our society-in-crisis from
t h e
g r o u n d
u p .

Brueggemann’s Reality, Grief, Hope boldly
confronts the dominant forces of our time,
taking on principalities and powers that vie
for our souls, and calls the church to courageous action.

Pointing out striking correlations between
the catastrophe of 9/11 and the destruction
of ancient Jerusalem, Brueggemann shows
how the prophetic biblical response to that
crisis was truth-telling in the face of ideology, grief in the face of denial, and hope in
the face of despair. He argues that the same
prophetic responses are urgently required
from us now if we are to escape the deathliness of denial and despair.

What Christians can learn from other religions
by J.Philip Wogaman : Westminster John Knox Press : coming march 2014
J. Philip Wogaman is Professor Emeritus of
Christian Ethics at Wesley Theological Seminary, and well known as one of the religious counsellors of Bill Clinton during his
two terms as President of the United States.
Wogaman’s new book examines the way
studying other religions provides Christians
with the opportunity to more deeply understand their own beliefs. Learning about other religions is not the same as learning from
other religions, which can have great value
to Christians who wish to strengthen their
faith. Wogaman shows readers what Christians can learn from different religions, including Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Bud-

dhism, and even from atheism.
From these religions Christians can achieve
insight into love, sin, ritual, the importance of
myth to convey truth, the foundational roots
of Christianity, the dark side of Christian
history, and many other important ways to see
and interpret the world and to understand
God.
The book concludes with a chapter offering
suggestions as to what other religions may
learn from Christianity.

The Story of the Jews — finding the words 1000bc-1492ad
by Simon Sharma : ecco : march 2014

From the PBS/BBC series The Story of the
Jews, Simon Schama details the story of the
Jewish experience from their beginnings as
an ancient tribal people to the opening of
the New World in 1492 in this, the first of
two volumes, ‘Finding the Words’.
After the brutal expulsions from Spain in
the 15th century, streams of Jews were seen
to move towards Portugal. An uncertain
future awaited them in the New World and
elsewhere. It is a story like no other: an epic
of endurance against destruction, of creativity in oppression, joy amidst grief, the affirmation of life against the steepest of odds.
Schama, who persuaded the ordinarily antiIsrael BBC to support his five films, uses
the book to show that Jewish history is
more than just a history of uprooting and

assault. Schama chronicles the origins of Jewish identity in territories somewhere between
the Nile and Euphrates.
After CE70, Jews were banished from Jerusalem and dispersed to far-flung places: from
India to Andalusia and from the bazaars of
Cairo to the streets of Oxford. We learn of a
Jewish kingdom in the mountains of southern
Arabia; a Syrian synagogue glowing with radiant wall paintings; the palm groves of the
Jewish dead in the Roman catacombs. An
addition in the book is a wider treatment of
Jewry in Britain, which was not well covered
in the films. Professor Schama tells The Story
of the Jews: Finding the Words with panache,
weaving facts and anecdotes into a vivid history that ought to be read by Jews and nonJews alike. Stay tuned for the next volume.
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Coming Up...
purim
Sunday 16 March 2014
Saturday 15 March at sundown (14th of Adar II, 5774)

Purim
(Hebrew: ,ּפּורים
ִ Pûrîm
‘lots’, from the word
pur, related to
Akkadian pūru)
is a Jewish holiday that
commemorates the
deliverance of the
Jewish people in the
ancient Persian
Empire from
destruction in the wake
of a plot by Haman, a
story recorded in the
Biblical Book of
Esther
(Megillat Esther).

ash Wednesday
Wednesday 5 March 2014

Many Christians in Australia
observe Ash Wednesday as
the first day of Lent. It is the
beginning of the Lenten fast
and is the day after Shrove
Tuesday, known as Pancake
Tuesday or Pancake Day.
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ccjvic@bigpond.net.au
Scene Editor: Kate Mannix
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NOT YET A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF
CHRISTIANS AND JEWS?
The Councils of Christians and Jews are a vital part in the combined Christian-Jewish effort
to foster social harmony. We aim to combat all forms of religious, racial and social discrimination using the powerful insights of Judaism and Christianity. Check with your state
branch (see below) for membership fees and concessions:

Join today!
I hereby apply for an annual membership of the Council of Christians and Jews:
Standard member:
Married couple:
Pensioner couple:
Single Pensioner/student/unemployed:
Educational Institution:
Religious Body:
I enclose cheque:
Visa

3 yrs membership
3 yrs membership

3 yrs membership
3 yrs membership
Mastercard

Expires __/__

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
NAME: _______________________________________________________________________
‘When two people
relate to each other
authentically and
humanly, God is the
electricity that surges
between them.’
Martin Buber

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________
_____________________Post Code_________Email:__________________________________
SIGNATURE:__________________________________________________________________

Thank you! tear off and send to your CCJ State Branch:

NSW:

16 Macquarie tce birchgrove 2041
Email: jennyvp@exemail.com.au

tel: 02 9555 8559

Vic:

326 Church St, Richmond, 3121
Email: ccjvic@bigpond.net.au

Tel: 03 9429 5212

SA:

18 Broughton Rd., Glenside, 5065
Email: merades@internode.on.net

WA:

ACT:

CCJ of W. Australia
PO Box 1469 , Booragoon, 6954

download form at:

1 Lincoln Place, Chapman, 2611

Tel: 02 6288 6827

Email: rothman@grapevine.com.au

www.ccjwa.org

