
 

 

The Australian Council of Christians and 
Jews is set to become an Australasian 
Council of Christians and Jews, following 
the recent conference in Brisbane. The 
move is set against the background of 
closer relations between the ACCJ and the 
New Zealand Council of Christians and 
Jews, after some months of positive dis-
cussions between the ACCJ and the 
NZCCJ. The success of the recent Bris-
bane ACCJ Conference, which was jointly 
sponsored by the ACCJ and NZCCJ, gave 
much support to the idea of a trans-
Tasman Council.  The ACCJ State and 
territory membership will be required to 
give final approval for the change to pro-
ceed.  
New Zealand delegates included Rev. 
Jenny Chalmers, from the Anglican 
Church, and from the NZ Catholic Bish-
ops’ Committee for Interfaith Relations, 
Sr Catherine Jones and Mr Nick Borth-
wick. The conference itself was hosted by 
the Australian Catholic University, Bris-
bane, and delegates were welcomed by the 
Dean of Theology and Philosophy at the 
ACU, Professor Anne Hunt. 
The conference heard a large number of 
high quality presentations.  Keynote 
speaker, Rabbi Dr John Levi, spoke on 
the nature of identity, particularly to do 
with religious identity, history and the 

challenges of the present day (an extract 
appears on pages four and five).    
President of the ACCJ, Mr William Sze-
kely used his keynote address to pose the 
question, ‘Will the New Pope tango with 
the Jews?’ (early indications are positive).  
Delegates were honoured by the attend-
ance of both the Primate of the Anglican 
Church in Australia, Brisbane’s Archbish-
op Philip Aspinall and the Catholic Arch-
bishop of Brisbane, Mark Coleridge.   

A number of issues arose, both for the 
ACCJ itself and for the nature of interfaith 
discussions. A number of participants said 
there should be a clearer articulation of 
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the organisation’s aims and objectives, and 
more definition in the relationship be-
tween the member States and the national 
organisation.  Strengths identified were the 
opportunities for meeting others and the 
high quality of that interaction. The ex-
change of deep knowledge was highly 
valued by participants. Conversely there 
was concern that different stakeholders 
(institutions vs individuals) had sometimes 
conflicting needs or aspirations for the 
ACCJ.  In terms of interfaith dialogue, it 
was felt that there remain some gaps in 
understanding of the Jewish perspective 
by some denominations of the Christian 
church. Similarly, while increasing num-
bers of Christians recognize the historical 
wrongs perpetrated toward Jews and hold 
a deeply appreciative view of Judaism, 
there is often not a similar level of interest 
by Jews in Christianity. The conference 
committed to explore practical ways of 
improving relations between Christians 
and Jews, whilst ensuring honest discus-
sion to occur in an environment of trust.  
Papers from the 2013 Conference will be 
available on the ACCJ website shortly.  
The next gathering of the ACCJ is likely to 
be held in Melbourne in 2014, with a larg-
er gathering planned for the 50th anniver-
sary of Nostrae Aetate in 2015. 
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President, Lebanese Muslim Association; 
Sam Chu, President of the Australian Chi-
nese Community Assoc; Pino Migliorino, 
President, Federation of Ethnic Commu-
nities Councils of Australia and the Rev. 
Dr Patrick McInerney, Director of the 
Columban Mission and member of the 
NSW CCJ. The statement has a further 
sixteen signatories. 
The leaders say that violence with racial 
cultural or religious motivation is especial-
ly to be deplored.  ‘This violence is abhor-
rent to us and unacceptable in our diverse 
society. We call for the full investigation 
of the incident and the prosecution of the 
perpetrators, while also supporting their 
rehabilitation.’ 
The group of five aged between 27 and 66 
told police they were walking home from 
a shabbat dinner when they were verbally 
abused and then physically attacked by a 

Religious, community and sporting leaders 
have condemned anti-Semitism following 
the attack on a Jewish family at Bondi 
Beach in October. In a strongly worded 
statement, the leaders asserted that such 
attacks threaten Australia’s overall way of 
life and therefore affect all.   
Signatories include the Exodus’ Founda-
tion, the Rev. Bill Crews; Samier Dandan, 

group of around eight men. Jewish Na-
tional Fund emissary Shlomo Ben-Haim, 
one of those attacked, spoke to Israel’s 
IDF Radio about the incident. He alleged 
the group began to verbally abuse them, 
calling them ‘dirty Jews’ and then began 
hitting them. ‘I’d never seen such a thing 
in my life,’ said Ben-Haim. All were taken 
to St Vincent’s Hospital. 
Police arrested two 17-year-olds and a 23-
year-old man at the scene, but the rest of 
the alleged attackers managed to run away. 
The two teenagers were charged with af-
fray and breach of bail. They were refused 
bail and appeared in children's court. The 
23-year-old was charged with affray and 
granted bail. The alleged perpetrators face 
court on 2 December. 

Anti-semitic attack at bondi beach 



 

 

Dick Pruiksma.  She is Anette 
Adelmann, of Frankfurt, who brings 
to the position a background in 
Protestant theology and advanced 
Jewish studies.  The Board has 
planned for a period of overlap, and 
in April Anette will assume the role of 
General Secretary as Dick Pruiksma 
acts as consultant to the Board with a 
special responsibility for the upcom-
ing ICCJ conference in Buenos Aires. 
 
washington: 

Pope Francis reportedly plans to re-
duce the size of the Vatican govern-
ment, and he has already made efforts 
to reform the Vatican bank. In a 
March 2013 Pew Research Centre 
survey, 75% of U.S. Catholics said 
that reforming the Vatican bureaucra-
cy should be an important priority for 
Pope Francis, and 70% said address-
ing the abuse scandal should be a top 
priority. 
 
canberra:  

On the eve of the country’s election 
Greens leader Christine Milne rushed 
to emphasize her party’s rejection of 
efforts to boycott Israel, after the Lib-
eral’s Julie Bishop made it a key issue. 
Senator Milne said:  
‘The Greens reject the BDS and have 
never supported it in any way’  
The Australian Greens lost electoral 

kiev:  

Rabbi Ehud Bandel, ICCJ’s 1st Vice-
President, represented the ICCJ at the 
International Conference on anti-
semitism, held in Kiev Ukraine in Oc-
tober. Some 250 people from 40 
countries took part in this conference 
convened by Ukrainian MP Oleksandr 
Feldman, President of the Ukrainian 
Jewish Committee and the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe. This conference follows on 
from the Conference to combat Anti-
semitism held in Hungary earlier in 
October. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

frankfurt:  

The ICCJ has selected a new leader to 
replace retiring General Secretary 

support from socially liberal voters 
due to the embrace by some of BDS.  

 

usa:  

The usually self-assured biologist, 
author and atheist Richard Dawkins 
has expressed his bewilderment at the 
disproportionate amount of Nobel 
prizes won by Jews. Asked why he 
thought it is that Jews have won so 
many Nobel Prizes, Dawkins was 
forthright with his uncertainty. ‘I 
haven’t thought it through. I don’t 
know. But I don’t think it is a minor 
thing; it is colossal. I think more than 
20 percent of Nobel Prizes have been 
won by Jews.’  
 
(It is 22% and Jews make up less than 
0.2% of the world’s population. –Ed) 

Around the TRAPS... 
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teries have been desecrated and Max 
Brenner is picketed, but no family group 
had been put in hospital in an unpro-
voked attack.  The victims told hospital 
authorities they were taunted with the 
words, ‘Dirty Jew!’ 
Suddenly it is the worst of times.  
If the thugs had been Muslims, the rest of 
us could disappear the matter as regretta-
ble but predictable, a crime perpetrated by 
religious fanatics. But it appears that they 
are not.  This leaves us with the question 
as to why these Australians, usually unen-
cumbered by excessive convictions of any 
sort, would beat up Jews.  
What is it that so disturbs non-Jews about 
Jews? 
Jews are exemplars and epitomizers of the 
human condition, wrote Paul Johnson.  In 
a time of material indulgence, Jews remain 

It was the best of times in Brisbane.  Jew-
ish and Christian delegates from all over 
the country came to meet, listen, speak, 
debate, argue and eat together.  When 
ACCJ President, William Szekely, asked 
rhetorically, ‘When, after all, has there 
ever been a safe environment for Jews?’ it 
seemed, finally, that the answer was obvi-
ous.  Here! Australia is a safe environment 
for Jews.   
Less than a month later five Jews were 
viciously assaulted in Bondi. 
They were a small family group of older 
Jews, returning from a Shabbat dinner.  
They were set upon by thugs, at least two 
of whom were under age.  Former ECAJ 
President Jeremy Jones was reported as 
saying that in 25 years of tracking anti-
Semitic violence, he had seen nothing like 
this.  Individuals may get hate mail, ceme-

studious, charitable and sober. In a place 
where marriages break down increasingly, 
Jewish family life remains strong. In an 
age where the refugee and the defenceless 
are victimized and broken, the Jew lifts 
himself up and starts again. In the Jew, 
the non-Jew sees an example, and a re-
buke.  
The argument is much strengthened by 
the response from one of the victims.  
This sixty-six year old man did not call for 
blood, or even for the full force of the 
law.  This Jew of the Covenant called for 
‘justice, education and tolerance’.  
Australia may yet become a safe environ-
ment for Jews.   
It is time for all CCJs to re-double their 
efforts.  

editorial:  from brisbane to bondi 
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Anette Adelmann 



 

 

At 15, Eman Sharobeem was prom-
ised in marriage to her first cousin, 
who like her, was an Egyptian Copt.  
Much later, in Australia, now Dr 
Eman Sharobeem  is Director of the 
Immigrant Women’s Health Service, a 
Commissioner on the Community 
Relations Commission of NSW, a con-
venor of the Fairfield Immigrant and 
Refugee Women’s Network and chair-

woman of the Non-English Speaking 
Housing Women’s Scheme and she 
has recently been appointed to the 
board of Anti-Discrimination Board of 
NSW. Speaking to the NSW Council 
of Christians and Jews at their October 
meeting, Dr Sharobeem reflected on 
her own experience of domestic vio-
lence and that of others. ‘It doesn’t 
matter who you were, or where you 
came from, as long as you have today 
the ability to triumph and grow from 
victim to victorious.’ 
However she warns that the Christian 
imperative to love one’s enemy should 
not prevent people from taking a stand 
against the many crimes against wom-
en and girls that continue, even in Aus-
tralia. ‘Some believe forced and ar-
ranged marriage and female genital 
mutilation exists only overseas, but 

NSW: Coptic leader shares hope and heart 

The baptism of the 3-month-old son 
of the Duke and Duchess of Cam-
bridge took place at the Chapel Royal 
at St. James’s Palace in London. Arch-
bishop of Canterbury Justin Welby 
performed the ceremony. Among 
those in attendance were the baby’s 
great-grandparents Queen Elizabeth II 
and Prince Philip. The baptism of the 
water from the River Jordan — where 
it is believed that Jesus was baptized 
— has been used to make the sign of 
the Cross on many heads in Britain’s 
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sadly many Australian women are sub-
jected to these abhorrent practices, 
including in NSW,’ she says. Coptic 
girls in Egypt are kidnapped, and 
raped, and their children are removed 
from them and brought up as Mus-
lims. Some of these girls and women 
end up in Australia, being counselled 
by Dr Sharobeem.  In spite of the 
hardship she witnesses in her work 
each day, Dr Sharobeem believes in 
the power of the ‘heart’, the power of 
the individual, to advocate for and 
effect change. ‘It does not matter 
whether you call them ‘asylum seekers’ 
or ‘illegals’,’ Dr Sharobeem said, ‘What 
matters is how you treat them.’ Her 
presentation was graciously given, and 
enthusiastically received by members 
of the NSW CCJ. 

George dunked in Jordan River water 

royal family. But it is not commonly 
used for Anglican or Episcopalian 
baptisms. Welby emphasized that 
baptism is not just for royal babies. 
‘God’s love is offered without quali-
fication, without price, without cost, 
to all people, in all circumstances, 
always,’ he said. 
The Archbishop, who has a Jewish 
father, visited Israel last June, just 
three months after being enthroned 
in Canterbury. 

– the Times of Israel 

lieve it when you see them playing.’ 
Speaking of the decision to start a 
cricket club, the priest noted that one 
of the determining factors was that ‘a 
dialogue through cricket meant we 
could talk to people, to Muslims, to 
Hindus to Buddhists, to Sects, in the 
medium of cricket because that’s one 
language that everybody speaks to-
gether.’ 

Prince George is baptized by the half -

Jewish Archbishop of Canterbury with 

water from the Land of Israel.  

The Holy See has launched a new 
cricket club with the goal of encourag-
ing dialogue between cultures, as well 
as growing virtue among the athletes, 
both on and off  the fie ld . 
‘The idea was if we start a cricket club, 
cricket being so popular in the whole 
of the East, especially in the Indian 
sub-continent, we could start a dia-
logue through cricket,’ Father Theo-
dore Mascarenas said in an Oct. 22 
interview. 
Fr. Mascarenas is a member of the 
Pontifical Council for Culture, over-

seeing the departments for Asia, Africa 
and Ushuaia, and is also the new chair-
man for the Vatican cricket team, 
called the Saint Peter's Cricket Club. 
The club was originally proposed to 
Cardinal Gianfranco Ravasi by Aus-
tralian ambassador to the Holy See, Mr 
John McCarthy, and will be composed 
of the priests and seminarians in 
Rome. 
‘There are lots of young seminarians 
here who have played cricket and 
some of them are very high quality,’ 
Fr. Mascarenas added, ‘you won’t be-

Vatican: sport the new interfaith dialogue  

http://www.timesofisrael.com/the-first-jewish-archbishop-of-canterbury-heads-to-israel/
http://www.timesofisrael.com/the-first-jewish-archbishop-of-canterbury-heads-to-israel/


 

 

The Jewish Christian relationship was 
born in Judea but ultimately shaped in 
Western Europe.  So let us spend a 
moment in Western Europe, as my 
wife and I did recently. 
It was the search for a Jewish teacher 
called ‘Rashi’ that brought us to the 
Rhineland. Rashi stands for Rabbi 
Shlomo Yitzchak, the greatest com-
mentator of the Bible and the Talmud 
of Christian Feudal Europe. Rashi’s 
commentaries are still studied to this 
day. He lived in Worms from 1120 to 
1159 and he worshipped in a stone 
gothic synagogue built in 1175 that 
overlooks a charming courtyard be-
hind the curved Jewish street-the 
Judengasse.  
There were no gates on that street 
though one day there would be. Jews 
wore no distinctive clothing though 
one day they would be forced to. Jews 
could work the land although one 
generation after Rashi that too would 
be forbidden. Their town hall was 
their school room. They called their 
synagogue a shul because it was a 
school house where both adults and 
children learned Torah.  It was a tight 
knit literate community and when 
somebody died they were buried in a 

Jewish identity is not simple. We are 
here to engage the other and yet our 
self definitions are bound to collide by 
reason of history, tradition and even 
creed.  We are sharing, in Martin Bu-
ber’s words, the experience of the I 
and the Thou. 
So, where should we begin this as-
signed task of ‘Engaging the Other’ ? 
Interreligious understanding between 
Jews and Christians is touchy, tricky 
and, I believe, must begin and end 
with history. And that understanding 
contains within it an inbuilt, local 
problem because, in general, Australi-
ans only have a very hazy concept of 
history and identity.  
As a Jew, history is an important part 
of my religious experience. History 
nourishes a spiritual sense of belong-
ing to an immense and numinous 
magical story. It is certainly one of the 
ways Jews become Jews and how Jews 
discover their place in the universe. 
As we know, a Jewish child is called to 
read from the Torah scroll in a public 
ceremony when he, or she, is thirteen. 
At that moment the youngster be-
come three thousand years old (at 
least while the Service lasts and until 
the party begins).  It is through tradi-
tion that we extend our spiritual con-
sciousness and give it a living context.   
For one thousand years, in Europe, 
Jews and Christians lived side by side 
without ghettos, without special de-
meaning clothes and badges, without 
expulsions or massacres. Of course, 
we tend to accentuate the negative but 
all was not negative before the year 
1096 and the onset of the First Cru-
sade. It was the fourth Lateran Coun-
cil of 1215 that decreed that Jews 
throughout the Holy Roman Empire 
were to forced to wear a yellow patch 
on their clothes and a dunces’ hat on 
the heads and, later, to be locked up at 
night and on Sundays. How difficult it 
is to look at our shared religious histo-
ry without seeing it through such 
nightmarish memories that haunts our 
knowledge of the twentieth century. 

Jewish cemetery which everybody 
called ‘Holy Sands’ just beyond the 
city walls on the other side of town. 
For one thousand years Holy Sands 
served as the town’s Jewish cemetery. 
Visitors are told that it is Europe’s 
oldest cemetery of any denomination. 
It is explained that one thousand year 
ago, kings and bishops and knights 
were buried in the crypts of churches 
while the bodies of the common peo-
ple were thrown into charnel pits in 
common graves. But Jews considered 
that it was a religious obligation to 
give every individual, rich and poor, a 
place in the cemetery because every 
person is made in the image of God. 
 
Close by the cemetery’s gate is the 
grave of Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg 
who had been born in Worms in the 
year 1215 and who became the lead-
ing authority in Europe of Talmud 
and rabbinic law. Meir was in Paris in 
1244 when, bizarrely, the Talmud was 
put on trial in Paris and he watched 
while cartloads of sacred Hebrew 
books were burned in the square that 
faces Notre Dame. In 1286 after a 
threatening round of riots he decided 
that the time had come to take his 
family to Jerusalem and away from 
Europe. His journey had hardly begun 
when, passing through Lombardy, he 
was captured by the Archbishop of 
Mainz and thrown into a fortress and 
held for 20, 000 ducats of gold.  
Meir sent word out that whatever 
happened to him Jews were forbidden 
to pay the ransom because it would 
set a precedent that had no end. And 
so in 1293, after seven years in prison, 
Meir died. It took fourteen years be-
fore his body was handed over to his 
family after a faithful disciple named 
Alexander Suskind Wimpfen ran-
somed the body. Alexander’s only 
request was that when it came time 
for him to die he would be buried 
next to the grave of Rabbi Meir. And 
so it came to be. To this day the two 
graves stand side by side. In Novem-

Listening to History and the search for Identity 
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Rabbi Dr John Levi AM was keynote speaker at the ACCJ Conference in Brisbane.  This is an extract of his speech reflecting on the 
ICCJ’s document, ‘Engaging the Other’: 

Rabbi Dr John Levi AM 



 

 

ber 1938 the eight hundred year old 
Rashi synagogue was destroyed stone 
by stone. Four years later, on 5 Febru-
ary 1942, the remaining 190 Jewish 
men, women and children were trans-
ported to the east and murdered. No 
one came back alive. Although, after 
the war, the city would rebuild the 
synagogue stone by stone the congre-
gation has been obliterated. Strangely, 
the Nazis forgot to erase the ancient 
cemetery. 
 
How complicated our shared story 
has been!  
 
The Middle Ages produced the Blood 
Libel that took the doctrine of tran-
substantiation of the Host and applied 
it literally to the unleavened bread of 
Passover. It would be tempting to 
dismiss the cruel fiction except it lives 
on! Outside Brenner’s Chocolate 
shops in Australian shopping malls on 
Friday nights the BDS supporters 
chant ‘There is blood in your choco-
late Max Brenner’. How has that 
Blood Libel survived the centuries?  
When I read in the ICCJ’s ‘Call to 
both Christians and Jewish communi-
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ties and others’ in Article 9 to encour-
age ‘mutual study of religious texts, so 
that Jews, Christians and Muslims and 
members of other religious groups can 
learn both from and with each other, I 
wonder: perhaps there is a parallel uni-
verse out there somewhere. We live in 
a wild world. In the Kenyan shopping 
mall men and women and even chil-
dren were given the chance to live or 
die by their answer to the question, 
‘What is the name of the Prophet’s 
mother?’ If you got the answer wrong 
you were instantly shot.   
And then there is Article 8 ‘To offer 
encouragement to the State of Israel as 
it works to fulfil the ideals stated in its 
founding documents, a task Israel 
shares with many nations of the world 
(not too many actually) by ‘ensuring 
equal rights for religious and ethnic 
minorities, including Christians, living 
within the Jewish State by achieving a 
just and peaceful resolution of the Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict. The clear 
implication is that this is not now the 
case.  
My wife and I spent the whole first 
part of this year living in Jerusalem 
and, for me, that meant six months of 
thinking constantly about origins and 
identity and religion and peoplehood. I 
would look at the faces of the people 
travelling on the same bus in Jerusalem 
and wonder ‘What do all have in com-
mon?  Why were we all in Jerusalem? 
And what could I possibly have in 
common with that ebony-skinned 
young Ethiopian Jew who wears an 
Israeli Officers’ uniform and who sits 
opposite me? And more personally, 
and more painfully, what do I share 
with those men with their long beards 
and black hats who stand in the door-
way of the bus rather than find them-
selves sitting next to a woman? 
Before we engage with the other we 
need to understand ourselves. Sadly, 
the key to Jewish self understanding in 
the 21st century is the Shoah.  
Itzik Rozenzweig lived in Slovakia at 
the time of the Second World War. He 

made a simple living raising poultry. 
One heart breaking day he and his 
family were rounded up and squeezed 
into the cattle trucks with the other 
Jews to be sent away to be murdered.  
Outside the peasant population cele-
brated and sang as their former neigh-
bours were taken away. Itzik begged 
them ‘go to my house and give water 
and food to the poultry. They have 
had nothing to eat or drink all day’. 
Later, one of the villagers would re-
member both his words and his name. 
They have outlived his physical pres-
ence. It doesn’t sound like much but 
that is all we have. It the world we can 
still find traces of God’s presence. It is 
our common search. 
In the Babylonian Talmud (Eruvin 
13b) the story is told of a long running 
debate between the disciples of Sham-
mai and the disciples of Hillel in the 
1st century BCE. Each insisted that 
the Torah should be decided accord-
ing to their opinion.  After much de-
bate a heavenly voice was heard pro-
claiming: ‘The opinion of Hillel and 
the opinion of Shammai are both the 
words of the living God! However, in 
all cases the opinion of the disciples of 
Hillel should be accepted as correct.’ 
But, we ask, how can that be since 
both opinions were the words of the 
living God? What gave the house of 
Hillel the right to decide that the To-
rah could only be in accordance with 
their particular opinion?  
The reason? It so happened that the 
students of Hillel were friendly and 
modest. They studied not only their 
own traditions but also those of the 
School of Shammai. In fact they 
taught the thoughts of the School of 
Shammai before they taught their own 
teachings.  
 
When we listen to each other with 
respect and with understanding we 
may also hear the voice of the Holy 
One.   
 
Rabbi John Levi AM , PhD is a rabbi 
emeritus of Temple Beth Israel in Melbourne. 



 

 

that our conventional understandings of 
Jesus and of the origins of Christianity 
are wrong. Boyarin’s scrupulously illus-
trated account argues that the coming of 
the Messiah was fully imagined in the 
ancient Jewish texts. Jesus, moreover, was 
embraced by many Jews as this person, 
and his core teachings were not a break 
from Jewish beliefs and teachings. Jesus 
and his followers, Boyarin shows, were 
simply Jewish. What came to be known 
as Christianity came much later, as reli-
gious and political leaders sought to im-
pose a new orthodoxy that was not pre-
sent at the time of Jesus’s life.  
 

In July 2008 a front-page story in the 
New York Times reported on the discov-
ery of an ancient Hebrew tablet, dating 
from before the birth of Jesus, which 
predicted a Messiah who would rise 
from the dead after three days. Com-
menting on this startling discovery at 
the time, noted Talmud scholar Daniel 
Boyarin argued that ‘some Christians 
will find it shocking—a challenge to the 
uniqueness of  their theology. ’ 
In this powerful, groundbreaking work, 
Boyarin guides us through a rich tapes-
try of new discoveries and ancient 
scriptures to make the powerful case 

Books 
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Spice and kosher 
Exotic cuisine of the cochin jews 

By Essie Sassoon, Bala Menon, Kenny Salem : Tamarind Tree Books : june 2013 

The book contains plenty of fascinating 

historical notes along with the recipes. 

This book on Cochini Jewish cooking is 

the first of its kind in the world. 

’ 

Exotic Sephardi/Mizrahi cuisine from 

the Malabar coast of India, was devel-

oped or adapted by an ancient commu-

nity of Jews who landed there 2000 

years ago.  

These Jews are called Cochinis and 

most of them live today in Israel.  Spice, 

especially the three C’s - cardamom, 

cinnamon and cumin - along with coco-

nut, coriander and pepper, dominate 

their cooking.  

Christian and Jewish Relations — a progress report 

by: Michael Giffin :  spanielbooks.com  : September 2013 

ing consequences. As a result of these 
and other documents, Christian and Jew-
ish relations have improved, in remarka-
ble and often unexpected ways. Apart 
from official statements and declarations, 
however, Christian and Jewish relations 
are also responding to unprecedented 
advances in scholarship, which are 
providing us with forceful reminders that 
the truth about ‘us’ should never be a lie 
about ‘them’ regardless of whether ‘they’ 
are other Christians, or other Jews, or 
adherents of other faiths, or agnostics 
and atheists. 

Christian and Jewish relations entered a 
significant new phase after World War 
II, in recognition of the unprecedented 
tragedy of the Holocaust. Among the 
many influential documents of this 
news phase are the founding Statement 
of the International Council of Chris-
tians and Jews, ‘An Address to the 
Churches’ (1947), and the Declaration 
of the Second Vatican Council, ‘Nostra 
Aetate’ (1965). The essence of these 
two documents is their mutual acknowl-
edgment of Christian anti-semitism and 
the urgent need to reverse its devastat-
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The Jewish Gospels 

by daniel boyarin : the new press  : 2012 



 

 

 

Coming Up... 

 

 
 

 

page 7 

Christmas 

Chanukah 
27 November—5  December 

Christmas celebrates the birth 

of Jesus, believed by Christians 

to be sent by God to redeem the 

world. Over the centuries 

Christians have taken heart 

from the story of the baby born 

into poverty whose story has in-

spired hope in millions of peo-

ple for over two thousand years. 

Chanukah is the eight day 

festival of light beginning 

on the eve of the 25th 

month of Kislev.  

It celebrates the defeat of 

the Seleucids, who were 

trying to forcibly Hellen-

ize the people of Israel. 

Against all odds the tiny 

Jewish forces defeated the 

mightiest army on earth, 

reclaimed the Temple 

and re-dedicated it to 

God.. 



 

 

NOT YET A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF  

CHRISTIANS AND JEWS? 

The Councils of Christians and Jews are a vital part in the combined Christian-Jewish effort 
to foster social harmony. We aim to combat all forms of religious, racial and social discrimi-
nation using the powerful insights of Judaism and Christianity. Check with your state 
branch (see below)  for membership fees and concessions: 

Join today!   

I hereby apply for an annual membership of the Council of Christians and Jews: 
Standard member:            3 yrs membership 

Married couple:       3 yrs membership 

Pensioner couple:   

Single Pensioner/student/unemployed:     

Educational Institution:             3 yrs membership 

Religious Body:              3 yrs membership 

I enclose cheque:  Visa               Mastercard 

  

scene number 93 

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!  

 

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________Post Code_________Email:__________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

SIGNATURE:__________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you! tear off and send to your CCJ State Branch: 

NSW:  2 Powell Retreat, Westleigh, 2120   tel: 02 9980 8670 

  Email:  jimm@uca.org.au 

 

Vic:   326  Church St, Richmond, 3121      Tel: 03 9429 5212 

  Email:  ccjvic@bigpond.net.au 

 

SA:   18 Broughton Rd., Glenside, 5065    

  Email: merades@internode.on.net 

 

WA:   CCJ of W. Australia    download form at: 

  PO Box 1469 , Booragoon, 6954  www.ccjwa.org   

 

ACT:   1 Lincoln Place, Chapman,  2611  Tel: 02 6288 6827 

   Email:  rothman@grapevine.com.au  

‘When two people 
relate to each other 
authentically and 
humanly, God is the 
electricity that surges 
between them.’ 

Martin Buber 

Expires __/__ 

Australian Council of Christians and Jews ABN 43 144 362 171 
326 Church Street, Richmond, Victoria, 3121, Australia 

Tel/Fax:  0011 61 3 9429 5212 
ccjvic@bigpond.net.au 

Scene Editor: Kate Mannix 

http://www.ccjwa.org/
mailto:rothman@grapevine.com.au
http://www.ccjaustralia.org/en/
mailto:ccjvic@bigpond.net.au

