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ICCJ’s Trialogue: ‘Commonality within Diversity’

The International Abrahamic Forum,
a work of the International Council of
Christians and Jews, held its first public conference in June, in France. The
IAF is a forum for Jews, Christians
and Muslims to discuss issues of mutual significance for the purpose of
building peace globally and harmony
locally.
Originally conceived in 1995, the IAF
was re-established by the ICCJ in 2010
to create a separate means of dialogue
amongst the three religions of the
Book. Although the special historical
relationship between Christianity and
Judaism dictates that specifically
Christian-Jewish dialogue is maintained, the ICCJ recognized a forum
which included Muslims was urgently
needed.
The IAF theme at Aix was the
‘Teachings of contempt’, a phrase
coined by Jules Isaac: From a teaching
of contempt to a teaching of esteem.’
It was a meeting between Jules Isaac, a
French academic and writer, and Pope
John XXIII about this ‘teaching of
contempt’ towards Jews and Judaism,
which was to pave the way for one of
the most important milestones in Jewish-Christian relations, the Second
Vatican Council’s declaration ‘Nostra

Aetate’.
The
keynote
address on the
teachings
of
contempt
in
Christianity was
given by Prof.
Dr Heidi Hadsell, President
of
Hartford
Seminary and
Professor
of
Social Ethics.
Workshops
were presented
on the teachings
of contempt in Christianity, conducted
by our own Dr Marianne Dacy; in
Islam, by Dr Mustafa Baig, Research
Fellow at the University of Exeter and
in Judaism, by Professor Ruth Langer,
Professor of Theology at Boston College, and a noted expert on Jewish
Liturgy and on Christian Jewish Relations.
The ICCJ International Abrahamic
Forum Project Coordinator, Francesca
Frazer, told Scene: ‘The International
Abrahamic Forum has dedicated its
annual conference to looking at how
we can combat the teachings of contempt toward the religious ‘other’ that
we find in all of our religious traditions, and how we can replace these
with teachings of esteem. While some
difficult texts can be and have been
interpreted as teaching contempt towards those outside our communities,
the overwhelming message of our
faith traditions is love and respect for
all God’s creations. For us, the question is: How can we stress the trajectories of respect and mutuality that our
traditions teach and combat the vectors of fear?
‘We have looked at ways of reaching
out to those whose faiths differ from
our own. In dialoguing with other

faith traditions, we have faced difficult
scriptural verses in our own traditions
that demand we be self-critical in our
attitudes towards ‘the other.’
Ms Frazer, who is also a PhD researcher at the Centre for Jewish Studies at the University of Manchester
said that conference participants
shared religious ‘best practices’ and
emerged from the conference energized to renew efforts for peace. ‘We
take from this first AIF conference the
tools which will enable us to reach out
to our own communities and to find
commonality within the diversity that
we consider part of God’s plan,’ she
said.
Betar to Carr: Please Explain

Betar, an Australian Zionist youth
movement based in Queensland, New
South Wales and Victoria, has written
Labor Minister Bob Carr a ‘please
explain’ letter regarding recent comments about Israel. Speaking to a Muslim audience at the Lakemba Mosque
in Sydney on the feast of Eid al Adha
(August 8th) Mr Carr said that ‘all settlements on Palestinian land are illegal
under international law and should
cease’.
Betar pointed out that the settlements
were regarded by many, including
members of the Labor ministry, as
‘disputed’ rather than ‘occupied’. Mr
Carr’s remarks were not only of concern to Australian Jewry, but were inappropriate in the context of such a
holy day for the Islamic faith, Betar
said.
Betar noted the contrasting remarks of
Joe Hockey (who is of Palestinian descent) who spoke of the migrant experience and the need to preserve tolerance and unity in Australian society.
At the time of going to press, Mr Carr
was yet to reply.
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Around the TRAPS...
vatican:

Pope Francis condemned antiSemitism during a meeting with representatives of the international Jewish
community at the Vatican in August.
‘Because of our commons roots, a
true Christian cannot be anti-Semitic,’
Francis said at a meeting with a delegation of the International Jewish
Committee on Interreligious Consultations, or IJCIC.
budapest:

The Budapest-based Tom Lantos Institute will hold an international conference on anti-Semitism in Budapest
on October 1-2. The conference will
take place at the Hungarian Parliament and is sponsored by the Hungarian Foreign Ministry, the US Lantos
Foundation and the Appeal of Conscience Foundation.

wellington:
israel:

Australian Ambassador to Israel,
Dave Sharma and his wife Rachel,
have made an official visit to the Ziv
Medical Center in Zefat, visiting Syrian casualties hospitalised in different
departments of the hospital. ‘It was
deeply moving to see how Ziv Hospital has opened its doors and its heart
to a growing number of Syrian victims
from the civil war raging just across
the border,’ Mr Sharma said.

Shemi Tzur, the Israeli Ambassador to
New Zealand, has donated NZ$
12,200.00 on behalf of the State of
Israel to the President of the Samoa
Victim Support Group. The donation
was made in response to the devastating damage and suffering that occurred following Cyclone Even in December last year.

dusseldorf:

German Jews are pushing for a boycott of a Roger Waters concert in
their city. Rogers, the co-founder of
Pink Floyd, uses his concerts to promote an anti-Israel agenda. At a concert in Brussels in July, Waters floated
a giant pig balloon emblazoned with a
Star of David.
france:

Social network giant Twitter announced in July that it had handed
over information to French authorities to help identify the authors of
anti-Semitic tweets, after a landmark
court ruling ordered the company to
pass on the data. Anti-Semitic incident
in France have increased by 58%, according to France’s Jewish Union of
Students.

STOP PRESS:
Australian and New Zealand
Council of Christians and Jews

Conference
With Rabbi John Levi, AM DD keynote speaker At the Australian Catholic
University, Brisbane
September 29—October 2 2013
Registration: Terry.Veling@acu.edu.au
Simon.veling@outlook.com

Ambassador Dave Sharma

editorial: common dreams, common challenges
The ICCJ is to be congratulated for the
successful conference at Aix en Provence
in June. More than two hundred people
participated from all over the world, including ACCJ President William Szekely,
Secretary Dr Marianne Dacy (report on
pages four and five) Marie Clatworthy, Sr
Giovanni Farquer, Mark Walsh,
Michael Giffin, Suzanne Moffat and the
Rev. Dr Michael Trainor. Twenty countries were represented in addition to
France, with participants from Belgium,
Switzerland, Italy, Spain and the UK, as
well as the USA, Israel, Argentina, Brazil
(and Australia and New Zealand). The
conference took the opportunity to recall
and honour the life and work of Jules
Isaac, the French writer who coined the
phrase, ‘the teaching of contempt’ (Isaac’s

books are still in print, see page 6). The
Catholic Church in France was represented by six bishops;. many pastors of the
United Protestant Church of France were
also present, in addition to Florence
Taubmann, President of AJCF (Amitié
Judéo-Chrétien de France.) Of special
mention are Alain Massini, representing
the Protestant Federation of France,
Gilles Pivot for the PACA Region and the
Aix Christian pastor Davaine. Also present was Rabbi Haim Korsia, a Grand
Rabbi and a former chief advisor to the
Grand Rabbi of France. Rabbi Korsia,
who gave an illuminating lecture, is also
the Jewish chaplain of the French army.
In addition, the main conference was accompanied by the first public gathering of
the ICCJ’s International Abrahamic Forum, and the ICCJ’s Young Leadership

Council.
Overshadowing all was the memory and
spirit of Jules Isaac. Isaac had two truths:
first, to show that the Holocaust would
not have been possible without the
Church’s ‘teaching of contempt, distilled
for almost two thousand years by the
Church in the heart of and under cover of
its message of love’. Dr Edouard Robberechts articulated Isaac’s second truth:
History as a responsibility requires that once a
teaching of contempt - once established – ends, it
is replaced by a teaching of esteem and respect.
Then, a new history may emerge between Jews and
Christians, whereby their common roots may help
them to rediscover their common challenges and
common dreams of humanity.
There can be no better definition of our
common task.
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West Australia: Significant Seminar on Paul

CCJWA’s 1 August seminar ‘The Image
of Paul and Jewish–Christian Relations,’ at Temple David, proved successful on many levels. Pauline scholars
Dr William S. Campbell and Dr Kathy
Ehrensperger, of the University of
Wales, Trinity Saint David, Lampeter
Campus, presented theses promoting
positive Jewish–Christian relations that
often touched at the heart of Christian
and Jewish difference, leading to considerable discussion over supper.
Dr Campbell argued that Paul evaluated his Jewish identity positively and
showed its relevance for Jewish–
Christian relations. Using texts from
Galatians 6, 1 Corinthians 7, and Philippians 3, he pointed to Paul’s position
on circumcision, as applicable to Jews

only, and inappropriate for non-Jews.
Dr Campbell highlighted Paul’s efforts to affirm Jewish identity and
practices in this advice, for Jews and
Gentiles to remain in what they held
upon their ‘call’ to follow Jesus as
Messiah, as ‘Christ-followers.’
Dr Ehrensperger followed on, drawing on texts from Micah and Zechariah, and explaining Paul’s aim in seeing all nations worship God. Paul was
not proposing a synthesis of cultures,
but was mediating between culturally
diverse groups as a cultural translator,
conveying to non-Jews an understanding of Christ ‘as Messiah.’
The Roman Empire claimed to have
united peoples to benefit all humankind, but only the elite benefited, as

Jesus had two dads...
It didn’t make the local press (apart from
Scene) but the Huffington Post picked up
this from St John’s Anglican Church in an
unnamed location. The sign follows a
similar sentiment from a church in
Gosford which said: ‘Dear Christians,
some people are gay, get over it, Love,
God.’

‘unity’ was achieved by military violence. Paul’s vision of all nations worshipping God side by side echoed an
ideal drawn from his Jewish tradition.
Many ‘nations,’ by turning away from
idols, yet retaining their identity, could
fulfil that unity — unlike the conflicted diversity on which the Romans
relied.
Drs Campbell and Ehrensperger saw
Paul’s aims as utterly consistent with
his Jewish context. They conceded
that comprehending this is difficult, as
it means suspending later interpretations of Paul’s words and what ‘Christ
-following’ became through history to
our present day.
- Judith Schneider
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Aix en Provence ICCJ Conference:
‘Secularity. Opportunity or Peril for Religion.’
A highlight of the year was the ICCJ conference held in June. Marianne Dacy reports.
In Aix en Provence, in the south of
France, we were greeted with warm,
balmy weather, for a golden summer welcomed us. Situated about an hour from
Marseilles and not far from Arles or Avignon, Aix- en- Provence is the city where
Cezanne, and those of his post- Impressionist contemporaries such as Van Gogh,
captured the bright yellow hues of the
mown fields of hay in the surrounding
fields. While we were there, the Tour de
France passed rapidly through Aix on July
4, which was during the ICCJ Annual
Meeting at the Campanile Hotel.

La Baume-lès-Aix
All the ICCJ conference sessions were
held at La Baume, a former Jesuit seminary, now a guest house, but originally
purpose built for young seminarians.
Being a bi-lingual conference, it was attended by a record number of two hundred and five participants, representing
twenty countries, and concluded July 3
with a one person concert on the psalms.
There were four plenary sessions following the opening session which made trib-

ute to Jules Isaac, who had lived in Aix-en
-Provence in his later years during and
after the war. Jules Isaac was honoured
during the Conference, as he formulated
fifteen statements on rules for Jewish
Christian relations that subsequently
formed the basis of the Ten Points of
Seelesberg, formulated in 1947. He also
influenced the writing of Nostra Aetate at
the Second Vatican Council, having met
the last two Popes, including John XXIII,
but dying before the Council began. As
members are aware, the Twelve Points of
Berlin of July 2009 were based on the
original Ten Points of Seelesberg for interfaith dialogue in which Jules Isaac
played a prominent part.
The eighteen workshops spread out over
three days, in French or English, were on
such topics as ‘Jules Isaac, a lay theologian’, ‘The Christian Presence in the Holy
Land’, ‘Hungary’s Depressing AntiSemitism’, which I attended, ‘A Sufi Palestinian Israeli’, ‘Circumcision in Contradiction to Human Rights’ led by William
Szekely, ‘ICCJ Young Leadership Council’, and a Bible Study ‘Promise, Land,
Hope: Engaging Genesis’ the latter led by
Rabbi Ehud Bandel and Rev. Dr Michael
Trainor.

Rabbi Ehud Bandel

Jules Issac by Marcel Goldenberg

The Catholic Church of France was represented by six bishops including Archbishop Pontier, Archbishop of Marseille, President of the Conference of French Roman
Catholic Bishops; Bishop Dufour, Archbishop of Aix-en-Provence; Bishop
Dagens, one of our key-note speakers
Bishop Jordy (president of the Council for
Christian Unity and the Relations with the
Jews) and Bishop Deniau, Bishop Emeritus of Nevers. I spoke several times with
the latter.
Many pastors of the United Protestant

Church of France also attended, in addition to Florence Taubmann, President of
AJCF (Amitié Judéo-Chrétien de France).
This group held a meeting after the ICCJ
conference and there were again about
two hundred people.
The conference brought together a diverse audience of many leading academics, representatives of ICCJ member organizations and grass-root activists in
Jewish-Christian dialogue, all in a friendly
atmosphere which facilitated informal
exchanges.

In addition to lectures and workshops on
the theme of secularism, tours and excursions were provided to the Camp des
Milles, one of the more than 200 concentration camps in France still standing.
It was a tile factory until 2006. After a
tour of the camp, short lectures by the
President of the Camp des Milles Foundation, Alain Chouraqui (on the history of
Camp and the current site) and Father
Patrick Desbois (on ‘Genocide and Modernity’) were presented. It was a moving
experience to be in a place where so many
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had been imprisoned during the war, at
first being German intellectuals and Artists fleeing from Nazi Germany. Eventually prisoners were transferred to Auschwitz. No person actually died at that camp
but being there proved fatal for many. It
showed us clearly what Hannah Arendt
had called the ‘banality of evil.
The guided tour of the beautiful city of
Aix-en-Provence was followed by a reception hosted by the City of Aix, in the park
Pavillon Vendôme. The Assistant Mayor,
Ms Merger, in charge also of European
relations, representing Mayor Ms. Joissains, paid a moving tribute to Jules Isaac,
founder of the Amitié Judéo-Chrétien de
France, to whom the conference was dedicated on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of his death.

William Szekely and Michael Trainor
The farewell dinner was held on the last
evening at the Auberge La Bastide, near
Les Milles, a a typical Provencal town. A
Bishop read a moving message from Cardinal Vingt-Trois and Pastor Massini read
a message on behalf of Pastor Francis

Giovanni Farquar
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Clavairoly, who, from October 1, will be
the President of the Protestant Federation of France.

The society in which you live may be secular. This is a good thing: the secular society
does not ban religion or religious expression, but simply seeks to ensure that no
one religion dominates the public space.
For Jews, Christians and Muslims – and
Buddhists and Hindus – the secular society
provides the possibility of peace and freedom for all.
– Marianne Dacy

Dick Pruiksma
During this dinner, Dr Debbie Weissman,
President of the ICCJ, made a special
presentation. This was to Rev. Dick Pruiksma, ICCJ Secretary General, who will
retire at the end of this year after a lifetime largely devoted to dialogue between
Jews and Christians. Dr Weissman presented Mr Pruiksma with the ICCJ gold
medallion ‘Peace through Dialogue’, an
award initiated by ICCJ's Patron Sir Sigmund Sternberg. Mr Pruiksma has been
invited by the ICCJ Executive Board to
serve the organization as a consultant in
the years to come. During his time, Dick
Pruiksma has introduced many innovative
measures, including the preparatory meetings that led to the formulation of the
Berlin Document.
Accompanying the main conference were
two other gatherings. I was privileged to
give a workshop on the subject, ‘AntiJudaism in the New Testament and
Christian Theology’, for the inaugural
ICCJ International Abrahamic Forum.
The ICCJ’s Young Leadership Council
also met, and their report is available on
the ICCJ website, http://www.iccj.org/.
In retrospect, it is clear from the conference conclusions that secularism cannot
survive without religion and the opposite
is also true. The atrocities of the twentieth century show that in a religious vacuum, secularism may cause a descent into a
moral and ethical abyss. But religion must
adapt to its times. Parents may not practice any religion, but their children tend
to seek to belong to something, need
symbols and search for religious ideals.

Jenny Chalmers
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Books
Teaching of contempt
by jules Isaac : mcgraw hill : originally published 1965
This small work by Jules Isaac written originally in French and ably translated by Helen
Weaver makes a strong case for the idea
that distortions of Christian teaching are
behind the Christian Anti- Semitism which
has proven so historically destructive. In the
excellent biographical introduction by
Claire Huchet Bishop she tells how Isaac
who was a quite assimilated French Jew was
moved by the coming to power of the Nazis to begin his fundamental research into
the origins of Christian Anti-Semitism.
In the work itself Isaac considers three
teachings which have been particularly damaging. The first is the teaching that the dispersion of the Jews is 'providential punishment' for the Crucifixion. The second is the

teaching that Judaism was in a 'degenerate'
state at the time of Jesus. The third is the
alleged crime of the deicide. He claims that
this latter idea has been the most devastating
of all in regard to Christian treatment of Jewish minorities. He refutes these ideas by examining carefully both the history of the
Jews, and the documents themselves. In this
he maintains also that the Gospels are works
of 'religious teaching and persuasion and are
not concerned with historical accuracy'.
Isaac's work was to have influence on another
great historian of Christian anti- Semitism,
the British James Parkes. Isaac also through
his meeting with John Paul 23 was to have
great influence on the changing of Church
doctrine in relation to the Jews.

Sydney and Violet:
Their Life With T. S. Eliot, Proust, Joyce and The Excruciatingly Irascible Wyndham Lewis
By Stephen Klaidman Nan A. Talese : Doubleday : September 2013
Sydney and Violet Schiff, a Jewish couple
whose wealth came from commerce, would
hardly seem to fit the contours of literary
confidants to writers T.S. Eliot, Marcel
Proust, Aldous Huxley, Katherine Mansfield and Percy Wyndham Lewis.
Yet, these Zelig-like figures of early 20th
century England’s modernism were accepted into the snobbish, anti-Semitic English
literary world. How they did it is the subject
of this fascinating biography by Stephen
Klaidman. The Schiffs were important, says
Klaidman, because their lives were tightly
entwined with many of the defining figures
of literary modernism. Klaidman makes
clear the importance of this engaging couple

‘who critiqued and published articles, stories
and poems and solicited contributions from
Proust for Eliot’s Criterion.’ They suffered
anti-Semitic invective from the Bloomsbury
set, whose bountiful snobbery saw the Schiffs
as ‘a couple of rich poseurs, pseudointellectuals, sycophants.’ Eliot himself appended a note to Violet Schiff’s obituary in
the Times of London edition, July 9, 1962.
He added, ‘I write primarily to pay homage to
a beloved friend, but also in the hope that
some future chronicler of the history of arts
and letters in our time may give to Sydney
and Violet Schiff the place which is their due.’

The devil that never dies
by: Daniel Jonah Goldhagen, Barnes and Noble, September 2013

The Devil that Never Dies is a ground-breaking
examination of the widespread resurgence
of anti-Semitism in the 21st century, by the
prize-winning and #1 internationally bestselling author of Hitler’s Willing Executioners.
Anti-Semitism never went away, but since
the turn of the century it has multiplied
beyond what anyone would have predicted.
It is openly spread by intellectuals, politicians and religious leaders in Europe, Asia,
the Arab world, America and Africa and
supported by hundreds of millions more.
Indeed, today anti-Semitism is stronger than
any time since the Holocaust.

In The Devil that Never Dies, Daniel Jonah
Goldhagen reveals the unprecedented, global
form of this age-old hatred; its strategic use
by states; its powerful appeal to individuals
and groups; and how technology has fuelled
the flames that had been smouldering prior
to the millennium.
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Coming Up...
Simchat Torah
27 september

Simchat Torah or Simḥath
Torah (also Simkhes Toreh,
Hebrew:
,תורה
ָ
ש ְמחַת
ִׂ lit.,
"Rejoicing with/of the Torah,") is a celebration marking the conclusion of the
annual cycle of public Torah
readings, and the beginning
of a new cycle. Simchat Torah is a component of the
Biblical Jewish holiday of
Shemini Atzeret ("Eighth
Day of Assembly"), which
follows immediately after
the festival of Sukkot in the
month of Tishrei (midFeast of St Francis of Assisi
Many churches in Australia observe the Feast of St Francis of Assisi on October 4
each year. The feast commemorates the life of St Francis, who was born in the 12th
century and is the Catholic Church’s patron saint of animals and the environment. It
is a popular day for pets to be ‘blessed’.

Australian Council of Christians and Jews ABN 43 144 362 171
326 Church Street, Richmond, Victoria, 3121, Australia
Tel/Fax: 0011 61 3 9429 5212
ccjvic@bigpond.net.au
Scene Editor: Kate Mannix
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NOT YET A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF
CHRISTIANS AND JEWS?
The Councils of Christians and Jews are a vital part in the combined Christian-Jewish effort
to foster social harmony. We aim to combat all forms of religious, racial and social discrimination using the powerful insights of Judaism and Christianity. Check with your state
branch (see below) for membership fees and concessions:

Join today!
I hereby apply for an annual membership of the Council of Christians and Jews:
Standard member:
Married couple:
Pensioner couple:
Single Pensioner/student/unemployed:
Educational Institution:
Religious Body:
I enclose cheque:
Visa

3 yrs membership
3 yrs membership

3 yrs membership
3 yrs membership
Mastercard

Expires __/__

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
NAME: _______________________________________________________________________
‘When two people
relate to each other
authentically and
humanly, God is the
electricity that surges
between them.’
Martin Buber

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________
_____________________Post Code_________Email:__________________________________
SIGNATURE:__________________________________________________________________

Thank you! tear off and send to your CCJ State Branch:

NSW:

2 Powell Retreat, Westleigh, 2120
Email: jimm@uca.org.au

tel: 02 9980 8670

Vic:

326 Church St, Richmond, 3121
Email: ccjvic@bigpond.net.au

Tel: 03 9429 5212

SA:

18 Broughton Rd., Glenside, 5065
Email: merades@internode.on.net

WA:

ACT:

CCJ of W. Australia
PO Box 1469 , Booragoon, 6954

download form at:

1 Lincoln Place, Chapman, 2611

Tel: 02 6288 6827

Email: rothman@grapevine.com.au

www.ccjwa.org

