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World honours Benedict

Religious leaders around the world
continued to express their appreciation of Benedict XVI, who announced
his intention to resign the papacy on
28 February.
The International Council of Christians and Jews announced it would like
to extend its good wishes and respects to
His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI upon
the announcement of his retirement from
the Chair of Peter. ‘Throughout his pontificate he has been a strong promoter of
interreligious understanding, particularly
between Jews and Christians, as called for

by the Second Vatican Council declaration
Nostra Aetate’, said the ICCJ in a statement. ‘We wish for abundant divine blessings upon him in the coming years.’
World Jewish Congress President
Ronald S. Lauder issued a statement: ‘It is
with great emotion that we learned today
that Pope Benedict XVI will retire. His
decision deserves our greatest respect….The papacy of Benedict XVI elevated Catholic-Jewish relations onto an
unprecedented level. …He realized that
the public Holocaust denial by church
leaders must not go unanswered, and he
spoke out against it….He always had an
outstretched hand and an open ear for
Jewish leaders.’
Israel’s Chief Rabbi praised Benedict,
saying relations between the church and
the chief rabbinate were the ‘best ever’.
‘Following the announcement of Pope
Benedict’s resignation, Israeli chief
[Asheknazi] Rabbi Yona Metzger praised
his inter-religious outreach and said relations between Israel and the Vatican had
‘never been better,’ according to Reuters.
A spokesman quoted Metzger as saying
that Benedict deserves a lot of credit for
advancing inter-religious links the world
over between Judaism, Christianity
and Islam.
Britain’s Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks
also responded to Monday’s announce-

ment, praising the pope’s character and
recalling a meeting they had in 2011,
notes Reuters. ‘I was honoured to welcome Pope Benedict XVI to Britain on
behalf of non-Christian faiths in 2010 and
spend time with him during a visit to the
Vatican in 2011,’ he said. ‘I saw him to be
a man of gentleness, of quiet and of calm,
a deeply thoughtful and compassionate
individual who carried with him an aura of
grace and wisdom. I wish him good
health, blessings and best wishes for the
future,’ Rabbi Sacks added.
Executive Council of Australian Jewry
president Danny Lamm said: ‘Pope Benedict XVI continued the achievements of
his predecessor Pope John Paul II in nurturing Catholic-Jewish relations.
‘He stressed that the warmth of that relationship has solid theological underpinnings and made a point of meeting with
local Jewish community representatives
whenever he visited foreign nations.
Organisation of Rabbis of Australasia
president Rabbi Moshe Gutnick echoed
those sentiments. ‘Pope Benedict made
much progress in the ongoing rapprochement between the Catholic Church and
the Jewish people.’ Rabbi Gutnick added
that he hoped the Cardinals will choose a
successor who will continue with even
greater vigour.

Marianne Dacy honoured
A sister of the Congregation of Our Lady
of Sion and long time stalwart of the
Council of Christians and Jews, Dr Marianne Dacy, has been made a Member of
the Order of Australia for her significant
contribution to interfaith dialogue.
The prolific author, founder and senior
archivist of the Australian Judaica Archives at the University of Sydney's Fisher
Library, Dr Dacy was recognised in this
year's Australia Day Honours.
‘So many people work so hard and don't
get acknowledged so to receive this recognition was a complete surprise and is very
exciting,’ Dr Dacy said.
Dr Dacy heard the news in Melbourne
where she was staying for a few days at
the Lady of Sion House in Kew.

‘To be honoured with an AM is very affirming of the wonderful work being done
with Jewish Christian relations and also
the work carried out at the Australian Judiaic Archives at the University of Sydney,’
she says.
News of Dr Dacy and her award triggered
immediate congratulations from Sister
Giovanni Farquer, Director of the Archdiocese of Sydney's Commission for Ecumenism and Inter-religious Relations and
from William Szekely, Chair of the Australian Council of Christians and Jews
(ACCJ).
William Szekely said that given Dr Dacy's
longstanding stewardship of the Judaica
Archives it might well be appropriate for
the Jewish community to wish her ‘Bis

hundert und tzwantig’ which is a typical Jewish expression and toast wishing ‘that you
should live to 120 years’.

Marianne Dacy nds
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Around the TRAPS...
Egypt:

Egypt’s Coptic Christian Pope, Tawadros
II, expressed unprecedented sharp criticism of the country’s Islamist government
and of the ‘national dialogue’ promoted
by President Mohamed Morsi. A broad

Sydney:
Anti-Semitic incidents in Australia rose by
five per cent over the previous 12-month
period, according to a new report. Jeremy
Jones, a former president of the Executive
Council of Australia Jewry, released data
this week showing that during the 12month period from October 2011 until
September 2012, there were 543 incidents
of ‘racist violence’ against Jewish Australians documented by Jewish organizations.
France:
Residents of town of Aix-les-Bains near
Lyon say they have been receiving flyers
urging them to take part in an effort to
drive out local Jews. The flyers claimed
that the Jews are ‘the main people responsible for the decadence of the White People and the invasion of sub-races’. The
flyers were signed by the ‘Church of
Wotan’, who is a pagan god of German
origin.

Tawadros II
coalition of Christians and secular liberals
has opposed Morsi’s overtures and accuse
him of establishing an Islamic-style dictatorship. Tawadros told the Associated
Press that the ‘national dialogue’ was ineffectual, and ‘not in the interests of the
nation’.

Krakow:
A court in Hungary ordered a Holocaust
denier to serve an unconventional punishment: Gyorgy Nagy was instructed to visit
either the Budapest Holocaust memorial
centre, the Auschwitz-Birkenau death
camp or Yad Vashem in Israel. 42-yearold unemployed Nagy is the first Hungarian convicted under the country’s 2010
Holocaust denial law.

Vatican:
After 14 years of ‘glacial’ negotiations,
Israel and the Vatican are on the verge of
signing a long-elusive agreement that
would formalize diplomatic relations, Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Danny
Ayalon announced, in February.
Over the years the discussions have centred around three main issues: the status
of the Catholic Church in Israel; the issue
of sovereignty over some 21 sites in the
country, including the Cenacle – the site
of the Last Supper on Mount Zion; and
taxation and expropriation issues.

Jim Mein reminds us that CCJ foundation
member Mr Kevin Smith was awarded a

special honour by Pope Benedict three weeks after
he became the Pope: the Supreme Cross of Honour for 50 years activity in ecumenism, including
work with the NSW Council of Christians and
Jews. On yer, Kev!

Editorial: Benedict’s mixed legacy
Religious leaders around the world have
offered generous gifts of words to Pope
Benedict, the former Cardinal Josef
Ratzinger, who resigned his office at the
end of February. Indeed, there is much
positive to recall: the visit to Auschwitz,
to Israel, and Benedict’s reiteration of
predecessor John Paul II’s firm assertion
that anti-semitism has no place in the
Church or in the teachings of Christianity.
Yet, there is a sense that Benedict’s commitment to righting the wrongs of the
Church in relation to Jews was limited.
Jews were offended by his decision to
allow a wider use of the old-style Latin
Mass and missal, which included a prayer
for the conversion of the Jews.
Jews took offence again in December
2009 when he re-started the process putting his wartime predecessor Pius XII,
accused by some Jews of turning a blind
eye to the Holocaust, back on the road to

sainthood after a two-year pause for reflection.
The Jewish world, as well as many Catholics, were outraged after Benedict lifted
the excommunication of four traditionalist bishops, including one who openly
denied the Holocaust.
It is a sad truth that the reign of Benedict
talked the talk of interfaith relations but
gave encouragement to anti Jewish Christian teaching and practice. For example,
Nostrae Aetate (1965) states clearly that
Furthermore, in her rejection of every persecution
against any man, the Church, mindful of her
patrimony she shares with the Jews and moved
not by political reasons but by the Gospel's spiritual love, de-cries hatred, persecutions, and displays of anti-Semitism, directed against Jews at
any time and by anyone.
Yet this did not stop Benedict in 2008
from re-incorporating the following prayer in the Catholic liturgy:

Let us also pray for the Jews: that our God and
Lord may illuminate their hearts, that they
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of
all men.
It is incomprehensible that any Catholic
as well educated as Benedict could fail to
understand that this prayer is explicitly
supercessionist. Supercessionism is the
justification for the teaching of contempt.
The teaching of contempt leads to the
death of Jews. Scene concludes Benedict’s
action is thus perilously close to antisemitism.
The largely upbeat Jewish reaction toward
Benedict really reflects Jewish willingness
to look for the positive. Perhaps Benedict’s most positive act was his resignation: at once the papacy was a job one
could retire from, rather than a divine
appointment. For Christians and Jews, a
re-emphasis on the human dimension of
the papacy may well be no bad thing.
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sydney: jewish languages, jewish cultures
Australian Association of Jewish
Studies held their annual conference in February at the Sydney
Jewish Museum. Entitled Jewish
Languages, Jewish Cultures - the Shaping of Jewish Civilization, the conference looked at the broad question
of languages in the development of
Jewish culture around the globe.
Convened by Prof. Suzanne D.
Rutland and Ms Neta Steigrad,
Shaping Jewish Civilization explored

Hebrew in the classical period as
well as other languages of the Diaspora, including Arabic, French,
English and German.
The event was further enhanced
by Kim Cunio and Heather Lee,
who performed Sephardic and
Mizrachi music.

Jerusalem: Herod the Great Exhibition
Jerusalem's Israel Museum
launches the world's first exhibition on the life and legacy of
the ancient Roman King Herod
the Great in February. The
pieces on display come from
mount Herodium, the king's
burial site in the West Bank.
James Snyder, director of the
Israel Museum, describes the
exhibit, ‘Herod the Great: The
King’s Final Journey’ as ‘the largest archaeological project in the
museum’s history.’ The exhibit

follows in the footsteps of Herod’s funeral procession: from the winter palace in Jericho, where he
died, to the Herodium, where he was buried. While

everyone has heard of him,
no exhibit of his life and
times of this scope and dedication has ever been created,
Snyder noted.
‘For the museum it's been a
kind of privilege because
we've been able to bring this
material here, give it quality
restoration and put it on
view for the exhibition,’ Mr
Snyder said.

And from across the ditch...

Deborah Weissman

The New Zealand Council was established in 1991 by the Auckland (1986)
and Wellington (1988) Councils. Councils hold regular local events to discuss
aspects of each others’ religions, points
of common interest and joint programmes of action.
The NZCCJ Conference 2012 aimed to
develop a regional (Australia and New
Zealand) response to the International
Council of Christians and Jews ‘Twelve
Points of Berlin’, a charter for Jewish
Christian relations. CCJNZ’s major
public event of last year was the visit of
the International President, Dr Deborah Weissman, who gave a riveting address to a large and appreciative audience.

In 2012 CCJ Auckland had the opportunity to honour their past-president
and first editor of Massah, Jean Holm,
who turned 90 during the year. Her
successor as editor, past president Dr
Tony Stroobant, was sadly ill and unable to continue in the role. Dr
Stroobant is the author of the 2009
book, Beyond Contempt: Removing AntiJewishness from Christian Worship, widely
regarded as a valuable resource for
Christian educators. Both Jean and
Tony were praised by current CCJ
Auckland Jewish and Christian copresidents, Wendy Ross and Kathryn
Schollum, for their long and vital contribution to Christian Jewish relations
in New Zealand.
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Eatin’ and Thinkin’:
CCJ Victoria and the Luncheon Club

One of the primary activities of many CCJs is gathering for meals with ideas and conversation.
Walter Rapoport recalls some highlights of the last three years
Each Luncheon Club event to date
has been held in the East Melbourne
Synagogue’s community hall, generously provided by the congregation’s
Rabbi Dovid Gutnick.

Irris Makler

On Thursday March 17th, 2010 the
Luncheon Club was launched with an
address by Professor Kenneth
Waltzer, the incumbent director of
Jewish Studies at Michigan State University, who spoke of his archival research on the Buchenwald Concentration Camp.

Schudrich, provide a revealing exposition of Jewish-Christian relationships
in Poland today and the challenges
faced by the communities.
A Catholic priest, Fr Patrick Desbois
addressed the Club in June 2011. Father Desbois reported on his life’s
work, which he is devoting to fighting
anti-Semitism, to researching the Holocaust, furthering the relations between Catholics and Jews, and in particular uncovering the truth behind
the murder of 1.5 million Jews in
Ukraine during WW11.

On Thursday March 14th 2013 the
Victorian Council marked the 3rd anniversary of its popular Luncheon
Club by presenting its thirteenth guest
speaker, Irris Makler, the Australian
foreign correspondent whose stories
have been filed from Jerusalem, Gaza,
Baghdad, Cairo and Afghanistan.

Helen Dwyer, an indigenous Australian, was the guest presenter at the July
2011 luncheon. She spoke of the aboriginal heritage that had been hidden
from her for more than 20 years and
of her current studies at Ridley College toward ordination in the Anglican
Church.

In adhering to its focal guiding objectives, namely, to promote the study of,
and research into, historical, political,
social, and religious conflicts and issues between people of different
creeds and colour, the Victorian
Council has lured some outstanding
writers, diplomats, priests, rabbis,
teachers and academics to address the
Luncheon Club.

In September 2011, Melissa Crouch, a
Research Fellow at the University of
Melbourne Law School, spoke of the
numerous conflicts taking place in
Indonesia between religious communities over places of worship, particularly between Muslims and Christians.

Kenneth Waltzer

Peta Stephenson
In September 2010 we were privileged
to hear Dr Peta Stephenson talk about
her book, Islam Dreaming: Indigenous
Muslims in Australia, where she described aboriginal conversion to Islam
within Australia’s long history of indigenous-Islamic encounters.

The final presenter for 2011 was Dr
Albrecht Dumling, a musicologist and
music critic from Germany, who depicted how German refugees were
received in Australia and the outstanding contribution to Australian cultural
life so many had made.

In the final talk for 2010, Dr Piotr
Cywinski, the Director of AuschwitzBirkenau Memorial & Museum, described the important contribution the
Museum is making in holocaust education, with thousands upon thousands of people arriving yearly to
learn and to pay their respects.

The Luncheon Club began the 2012
year with an address by the Polish
Ambassador, His Excellency Andrzej
Jaroszynski, describing the state of
Polish-Jewish dialogue after 1989, in
the aftermath of the collapse of Soviet
hegemony.

In February 2011, Luncheon Club
attendees were fortunate to hear the
Chief Rabbi of Poland, Rabbi Michael

The award winning Australian writer,
Anna Lanyon, addressed the Lunch-
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As well as outlining the year’s activities he graciously acknowledged the
contributions of each Executive member. Observing that it is time for new
members and new ideas in order for
the Council to continue to thrive and
succeed, he foreshadowed that 2013
would be the last year that he would
stand for election to the Executive,
and that thereafter he would continue
to support the Council as an ordinary
member.

Anna Lanyon
eon Club in May 2012 with her portrayal of a Jewish martyr in 16th Century Mexico, the story of Louis de
Carnaval, his family, and their resistance to religious persecution and
loyalty to their faith.
Two members of the Council’s Executive Committee, Tzipi Boroda and
Mark Walsh, rounded out the final
two Luncheons for 2012. Tzipi Boroda’s talk centred on truth in prayer
and finding pathways to religious and
human authenticity.
Mark Walsh
gave an account of the unheralded
dialogue between Christians and Jews
taking place outside the Western context – particularly in the Philippines.
The CCJ Vic is planning an equally
stimulating array of presenters for the
coming year.
– Walter Rapoport

And from the wild, wild
west …..
Mary J Marshall reports on Judith
Schneider’s ‘Perspectives on Chosen-ness’,
and the AGM of CCJWA
The Annual General Meeting of the
WA branch was held on 5 February
2013 in the Parish Centre of the Applecross Anglican Church. Since the
Rev Dr Charles Waddell was unwell,
the meeting was chaired initially by
Vice-Chairperson Mr Ken Arkwright,
who delivered a comprehensive Annual Report.

today.
In her closing remarks, Ms Schneider
queried what might be ‘the way forward for religious faith, with respect
to chosen-ness,’ noting that ‘by attending to the working of our psyches
from developmental psychology …
we find that the emphases in each
tradition correspond to stages of moral development, diverse personalities,
and psychological conditions.’

He remained in the chair for the election of the incoming Chairperson, Dr
Glenn Morrison, Senior Lecturer in
Systematic Theology at the Fremantle
Campus of the University of Notre
Dame, Australia. Dr Morrison, who
has been an active member of Committee for the past two years, then
presided for the other elections, and
for the remainder of the meeting.
With the exception of Fr Charles, who
was not available to nominate for office, the other members of the 2012
Executive were all re-elected, and the
Rev Vivien Larkin was welcomed as a
new Ordinary Committee Member.
Following the close of the formal
meeting, Dr Morrison introduced the
guest speaker, Ms Judith Schneider, as
a colleague from UNDA, who had
recently completed her doctoral candidacy in Theology. Ms Schneider is a
sessional tutor and lecturer in Catholic
Theology at UNDA, and has served
on the CCJWA Executive since 2007.
The topic of her address was ‘Jewish
and Christian Perspectives on Chosen
-ness.’ Drawing on her doctoral research on the 19th century French nun
Thérèse of Lisieux, Ms Schneider provided some background concerning
the phenomenon of one’s sense of
chosen-ness, showing how our experience of God is determined from infancy by building on our relationship
with our primary caregiver.
To comment on Jewish and Christian
perspectives on divine election she
then referred to a dialogue between
Rabbi Gunther Plaut and Professor
Gregory Baum which, though dating
from 1978, remains entirely relevant

Judith Schneider
Hence, ‘God as the protector of my
‘self’ is something shared by religious
belief and psychology.’ She concluded
by stating that ‘ultimately God is the
preserver of a ‘me’ for the possibility
of a ‘we’ (the heart of Martin Buber’s
observations). If I cannot be an ‘I’,
then I cannot function in relation.’
Ms Schneider’s address drew a very
warm response from the audience,
and precipitated an energetic and erudite discussion.
– Mary J. Marshall

Note that Ken Arkwright’s Annual
Report and Judith Schneider’s
paper are to be published on the
CCJWA website: www.ccjwa.org.
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Books
The Pope and I: how the lifelong friendship between a polish jew and pope john paul ii
advanced the cause of Jewish Christian relations.
byjerzy kluger, orbis books, May 2013

In The Pope and I, the late Jerzy Kluger, a
Polish-born Jew, tells the surprising story
of his lifelong friendship with Karol
Wojtyla, who became Pope John Paul II.
Beginning with their friendship in grade
school in Poland, Kluger recounts his
survival of the war and his later astonishing reunion with Archbishop Wojtyla in
Rome during Vatican II.
After his friend’s election as pope, their
relationship unfolded against extraordinary advances in Jewish-Christian relations, including the first papal visit to the

synagogue of Rome, John Paul s pilgrimages to Jerusalem and Auschwitz, and the
Vatican recognition of Israel.
A fascinating tale, told with much charm,
The Pope and I highlights the surprising
confluences of history, politics, and religion sealed by friendship and mutual respect.
Mr Kluger died in December, 2011.

The Violinist: Clare Galambos Winter, Holocaust Survivor
by sarah gaitanos, victoria university press, 2011

Clare Galambos was a violinist in New
Zealand’s national orchestra from February 1951 until she retired at the end of
1983. Klári (Clare’s childhood nickname) was born December 1923 in
Hungary. Between 1867 and 1918 the
Jews there had a special degree of acceptance by the state. However after the
collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire in World War I, state protection
was removed and the Jews later became
the focus for all Hungarian grievances.
Despite rising Nazi anti-semitism, Klári
remembered an idyllic childhood. Klári’s parents discussed emigration but
decided against it.

In March 1944 Germany occupied Hungary and began a frenzied attempt to
complete the ‘Final Solution’. Klári arrived in Birkenau in July 1944.
Clare Galambos and her beloved aunt
Rószi survived. They came to New Zealand where Clare joined the fledgling
NZSO, where she made a significant
contribution to the musical life of New
Zealand. This is a unique perspective of
one who survived the Holocaust. Sarah
Gaitanos has written a compelling story
of an eventful life, one that asks contemporary readers to reflect on present
events by reminding us of the lessons of
the past.

an unusual relationship: evangelical Christians and jews
by yaakov ariel , nyu press, june 2012

It is generally accepted that Jews and
evangelical Christians have little in common. Yet special alliances developed between the two groups in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries. Evangelicals
viewed Jews as both the rightful heirs of
Israel and as a group who failed to recognize their true saviour.
Consequently, they set out to influence
the course of Jewish life by attempting to
evangelize Jews and to facilitate their return to Palestine. Their double-edged

perception caused unprecedented political, cultural, and theological meeting
points that have revolutionized ChristianJewish relationships.
An Unusual Relationship explores the beliefs and political agendas that evangelicals have created in order to affect the
future of the Jews.
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Coming Up...
Pesach
March 26 – April 2

Easter
March 29 – March 31

Passover (Hebrew, Yiddish:
 ֶּפסַחPesach, Modern Hebrew: /
ˈpesaχ/ Pesah, Pesakh, Yiddish: Peysekh, Paysakh,
Paysokh) is a Jewish holiday
and festival. It commemorates
the story of the Exodus, in
which the ancient Israelites
were freed from slavery in
Egypt. Passover begins on the
15th day of the month of Nisan
in the Jewish calendar, which is
in autumn in the Southern
Hemisphere, and is celebrated
for seven or eight days. It is
one of the most widely observed Jewish holidays.

Easter, which celebrates Jesus
Christ's resurrection from the
dead, is Christianity's most
important holiday.
It has been called a moveable
feast because it does not fall on
a set date every year, as most
holidays do. Instead, Christian
churches in the West celebrate
Easter on the first Sunday following the full moon after the
vernal equinox on March 21.
Therefore, Easter is observed
anywhere between March 22
and April 25 every year. Orthodox Christians use the Julian
calendar to calculate when
Easter will occur and typically
celebrate the holiday a week or
two after the Western churches,
which follow the
Gregorian calendar.

Australian Council of Christians and Jews ABN 43 144 362 171
326 Church Street, Richmond, Victoria, 3121, Australia
Tel/Fax: 0011 61 3 9429 5212
ccjvic@bigpond.net.au
Scene Editor: Kate Mannix
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NOT YET A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF
CHRISTIANS AND JEWS?
The Councils of Christians and Jews are a vital part in the combined Christian-Jewish effort
to foster social harmony. We aim to combat all forms of religious, racial and social discrimination using the powerful insights of Judaism and Christianity. Check with your state
branch (see below) for membership fees and concessions:

Join today!
I hereby apply for an annual membership of the Council of Christians and Jews:
Standard member:
Married couple:
Pensioner couple:
Single Pensioner/student/unemployed:
Educational Institution:
Religious Body:
I enclose cheque:
Visa

3 yrs membership
3 yrs membership

3 yrs membership
3 yrs membership
Mastercard

Expires __/__

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
NAME: _______________________________________________________________________
‘When two people
relate to each other
authentically and
humanly, God is the
electricity that surges
between them.’
Martin Buber

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________
_____________________Post Code_________Email:__________________________________
SIGNATURE:__________________________________________________________________

Thank you! tear off and send to your CCJ State Branch:

NSW:

2 Powell Retreat, Westleigh, 2120
Email: jimm@uca.org.au

tel: 02 9980 8670

Vic:

326 Church St, Richmond, 3121
Email: ccjvic@bigpond.net.au

Tel: 03 9429 5212

SA:

18 Broughton Rd., Glenside, 5065
Email: merades@internode.on.net

WA:

ACT:

CCJ of W. Australia
PO Box 1469 , Booragoon, 6954

download form at:

1 Lincoln Place, Chapman, 2611

Tel: 02 6288 6827

Email: rothman@grapevine.com.au

www.ccjwa.org

