
 

 

The Simon Wiesenthal Centre has 
charged that recent statements by 
Iran‘s Supreme leader, Ayatollah 
Khamenei ‗constitute a pre-
genocidal crime against humanity, 
unparalleled since Nazi Germa-
n y . ‘           .                  
 
WND, an online news service revealed 
that the Iranian website Alef has posted 
a long, detailed plan to wipe out Is-
rael‘s infrastructure, annihilate the Jew-
ish State and murder Jews worldwide: 
h t t p : / / w w w . a l e f . i r /
vdcepw8zwjh8ewi.b9bj.html?142262 
 
In his speech in February, Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei again called Israel ‗a 
cancerous tumour‘  that had to be re-
moved. Now Iranian analyst Alireza 
Forghani writing on the Alef website 
(and posted on the official FARS news 
agency) details a plan for Iran to re-
move ―this corrupting material‖ to kill 
all the Jews and annihilate Israel. 
 
‗This is the first time since the Nazis' Final 
Solution that such explicit plans for a genocide 
against the Jewish people is being promoted,‘ 
charged Rabbis Marvin Hier and Abra-
ham Cooper, dean and founder and 
associate dean of the Simon Wiesen-
thal Centre, a leading Jewish human 
 rights NGO. 
 
‗Just last week, the United Nations convened 
a ceremony on International Holocaust Me-

morial Day. But what good are moments of 
silence for the dead, if the world powers — 
including Russia and China fail to take 
action to protect the living from a new geno-
cide targeting Jews. A nuclearized Iran, 
controlled by religious Nazis would not 
hesitate to mass murder Jews,‘  Wiesen-
thal Centre officials continued.  
 
 
‗While we applaud President Obama for 
ratcheting up sanctions against the Mul-

lahtocracy, much more must be done, in-
cluding an international effort to pursue an 
indictment against Iranian leaders who are 
guilty of inciting genocide—which is a crime 
against humanity,‘ they concluded. 
 
The Simon Wiesenthal Center is one 
of the largest international Jewish 
human rights organizations with 
over 400,000 member families in the 

Calls to Destroy Jewish People Unparalleled 

A Publication of the Australian Council of Christians and Jews  

SCENESCENE  

This issue:  

 Around the Traps, page two 

 Vale Shirley Sedawie, on page three 

 Rabbi Eric Joffe, on page four 

 Book Reviews, page six 

 Coming up—Holy Days, page seven 

FEB 2012 NUMBER 86 

ICCJ UPHOLDS RIGHT TO MALE CIRCUMCISION 

The International Council of Christians and 
Jews has issued a strong defence of the 
religious practice of male circumcision.  
 
The ICCJ made the statement in January, 
after specific requests from the CCJ in Swe-
den where there is a proposal for a legal ban 
on the practice. The statement says, in part: 
‗The International Council of Christians and 
Jews notes with growing concern efforts by 
cultural and political leaders in some coun-
tries to deprive parents of their time-
honoured right to practice male circumci-

sion as a religious or communal initia-
tion ceremony. 
‗For thousands of years, male circumci-
sion has ritually marked the religious 
and cultural identity of many millions 
of Jews, Muslims and some Eastern 
Christians. Indeed, at certain times in 
history, the prohibition of male circum-
cision was specifically intended to de-
stroy religious identity. The ICCJ main-
tains that the decision to circumcise 
their sons is a religious right of parents. 
The practice is not harmful and there is 

no statistical or medical warrant for 
the rhetoric of ‗mutilation‘ or ‗child 
abuse‘ used by some who seek to ban 
the ritual. In fact, current anti-
circumcision campaigns sometimes 
carry antisemitic, Islamophobic or 
xenophobic overtones and should be 
deplored as such. 
‗We call upon our member organiza-
tions throughout the world to oppose 
these campaigns as a violation of the 
free exercise of religion.‘ 

C h r i s t i a n    a n d   J e w i s h 

United States. It is an NGO at 
international agencies including 
the United Nations, UNESCO, 
the OSCE, the OAS, the Council 
of Europe, and the Latin Ameri-
can Parliament (Parlatino). 

Rabbi Abraham Cooper 

Rabbi Marvin Hier 

http://www.alef.ir/vdcepw8zwjh8ewi.b9bj.html?142262
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every week, Jewish Australians were at-
tacked or threatened.‘ These included 17 
cases of assault and property damage, 128 
incidents of direct harassment and 301 
emails. 
 

Germany:  

no more funds for zochrot  

A German organisation which compen-
sates survivors of Nazi labour camps has 
withdrawn funding for a Israeli NGO for 
its support of the Palestinian right of re-
turn. The foundation - the Memory, Re-
sponsibility and Future Fund (EVZ) - said 
it would no longer support the education-
al work of Zochrot, a Tel-Aviv based 
NGO that also promotes the interpreta-
tion of the establishment of Israel as a 
"Naqba", or "disaster". EVZ Director 
Gunter Saathoff, said: ‗We could not fund 
groups with a political agenda.‘   
 
 

Australian tv:  

abc’s ‘holy switch’  

ABC is to screen a series in which young 
people swap places with others of a com-
pletely different faith background. The 
experimental series Holy Switch is looking 
for young followers of all religions – from 
Christianity to neo-paganism, Judaism to 
Zoroastrianism – to temporarily abandon 
their families and join a host family from 
another faith. Researcher of Jewish back-
ground Tammy Burnstock said the show 
is ultimately aimed at creating an 
―experience, not a convergence‖. 
 

Australian tv:  

jewish protests sbs show: ‘The 

Promise’ 

Executive Council of Australian Jewry 
(ECAJ) and the Australia/Israel & Jewish 
Affairs Council (AIJAC) have both issued 
strong objections to the portrayal of Jews 
on the SBS program, ‗The Promise‘.  

sydney:  

Chief rabbi sacks on diversity 

Proclaiming that ‗God loves diversity‘, the 
Commonwealth Chief Rabbi Jonathan 
Sacks accepted that different interpreta-
tions of Judaism had their place in the 
world, as do other religions. Speaking at a 
Great Synagogue lecture in January, the 
Chief Rabbi observed that Judaism has 
one aspect to it that Christianity and Islam 
did not borrow.  ‗It is the idea that right-
eous non-Jews have a share in the world 
to come,‘ he said. ‗I think religion is sin-
gular at the top but plural at the bottom. 
There‘s only one God, but there is more 
than one way of serving that God.‘ 
 
 

canberra:  

Anti-Semitism in Australia 

There were more than 500 anti Semitic 
incidents in Australia in the year to Sep-
tember 30 2011, according to Jeremy 
Jones.  Launching the 22nd annual report 
last November, Mr Jones said: ‗Put blunt-
ly, in Australia this year, 10 times a week, 

ECAJ executive director Peter Wertheim, 
who submitted a 31-page complaint to the 
SBS ombudsman, described the SBS re-
sponse as disappointing and unsatisfacto-
ry as AIJAC‘s Dr Colin Rubenstein noted 
that even SBS has conceded in its re-
sponse to complaints that Jews were 
painted in a negative light. 

 
israel:  

Madonna to launch world tour  
 

Madonna, whose devotion to Kabbalah 
(Jewish mysticism) is well known, will perform 
in Israel on April 29, her first global tour in 
three years. She has visited Israel on several 
occasions and adopted the Hebrew name 
"Esther" as part of her study of Kabbalah. The 
singer told fans: "I truly believe that Israel is 
the energy centre of the world." The concert is 
scheduled to take place two days after Shavuot. 
After Israel, the next stop on the tour is Abu 
Dhabi. 

Around the TRAPS... 
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I came across a phrase that ought to become part of the interfaith lexicon.  It is ‗the sin of certainty‘.  The phrase gains particular 
pertinence as the religious convictions of the likely US Republican candidate, Mitt Romney, are scrutinized.  Romney, as all know, is 
a Mormon.  His Mormon pedigree is impeccable: his family traces its church lineage to 1837.  Mitt Romney became a ‗bishop‘ of his 
congregation at the age of 34. He later became Boston‘s ‘stake president‘, overseeing a region akin to a Roman Catholic diocese. 
 
Alarming then, that one tenet of the Mormon faith—defended by Romney— is the baptism of the dead, including the baptism of 
Jews murdered in the Holocaust.  The issue emerged in 1994, when Israeli genealogist Esther Ramon made a shocking discovering 
while researching her family in the Mormons' computerized International Genealogical Index. Her grandfather, a religiously ob-
servant Jew killed in the Holocaust, had been posthumously baptized as a Mormon. Distraught, she alerted other Jewish genealogists 
who soon learned that some 380,000 Holocaust victims, including Anne Frank, had been baptized. Plus, Theodor Herzl, the founder 
of Zionism, David Ben-Gurion, Israel's first prime minister, and scientist Albert Einstein had received this treatment.  
 
Negotiations between Mormon and Jewish leaders led to an agreement in 1995 to stop the posthumous baptism of all Jews. But the 
Church of the Latter Day Saints insists the deceased have ―the right to choose‖ whether to accept Jesus Christ as their saviour. The 
Mormon view is an excellent example of the ‗sin of certainty‘.  To baptise dead Jews - forced into ghettos, tortured in inquisitions, 
expelled from countries or murdered in pogroms and the Holocaust just because they were Jews – and to continue to do so when the 
Jewish community has clearly condemned the practice - is surely sinful.  

 
It is sinful because the perpetrator pretends to know the mind of G-d perfectly.  That cannot be. The certainty that we strive for in 
science simply cannot be replicated in other spheres of human endeavour and it is arrogant to pretend that it can be.  In the words of 
Oliver Cromwell: ―I beseech you in the bowels of Christ: think it possible you may be mistaken.‖ 

Editorial:  „The Sin of Certainty‟ 



 

 

 

 

launch at Wesley College, Elsternwick, the 
Council was privileged to have as its key-
note speaker the Governor of Victoria, 
the Honourable Alex Chernov, AO QC. 
The Governor praised the Council for 
promoting harmony and understanding 
and continually strengthening the relation-
ship between Christians and Jews. 
‗The theme of hospitality chosen for the 
Journal was a simple and timeless one,‘ he 
said. ‗Throughout humankind‘s history, 
extending hospitality, whether by breaking 
bread with one another or in other ways, 
has been a most poignant expression, not 
only in the home but with other peoples. 
Now more than ever, Interfaith Dialogue 
needs to be recognized as playing a vital 
role in maintaining peace and security. 

Gesher plays an important and far reaching 
role in this process.‘ 
Co-Editor Dr. Helen Light explained that 
the theme of hospitality had been adopted 
for the 2011 Journal, and divided in three 
ways: Theology and Hospitality, Interfaith 
and Hospitality, and Social Justice and 
Hospitality.  The themes were explored by 
an array of eminent authors and had reso-
nated with the joint editors ‗because or-
ganizations such as the CCJ are predicated 
on opening hearts, minds and doors to the 
‗other‘, and on building bridges, as in the 
Hebrew word gesher.‘ 

 – Freda Kaufman, CCJ Victoria 
Copies of Gesher may be obtained from the Coun-
cil of Christians and Jews office by ringing Liz 
Parker on 9429 5212    
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The launch of the Gesher Journal is one of 
the highlights of the Council of Christian 
and Jews‘ yearly calendar. For the recent 

vic. governor alex chernov launches “gesher” 

relented recently to residents‘ com-

plaints and built a stone wall that 

blocked the dust; but the barrier 

 School children from the Efrat settle-

ment and residents of the neighbour-

ing Palestinian village of Jurat al-

Shama planted trees together 

in an initiative that promoted 

co-existence in the West 

Bank.  

The event, held on the Jew-

ish holiday of Tu B‘Shvat, 

aimed to block the hazard-

ous dust that is being dis-

seminated by a nearby tree-

processing plant. The facto-

ry‘s owner and a resident of 

Jurat al-Shama, Abu-Taled, 

proved bothersome to both the Pales-

tinian and Jewish residents of the area. 

When a new traffic circle was installed 

at the entrance to Efrat recently, Mayor 

Oded Ravivi decided to level 

the land between the plant and 

the settlement, and replace the 

wall with a small forest. ‘This 

is how we could fulfill the 

mitzvah while also tightening 

our ties and work towards 

peaceful co-existence,’ Mayor 

Ravivi said, referring to the 

Jewish custom of planting 

trees on the nature-oriented 

holiday.  

On Sunday 18 March, 3.30 for 4.00pm 
at Emanuel Hall, Emanuel Synagogue, 
the NSW Council of Christians and 
Jews will present Yosi Cedar‘s film  
A Time of Favor (2000). 
 
Menachem, a deeply religious young man 
who is a leader and highly competent sol-
dier gets the chance to create his own elite 
Orthodox unit in the Israeli army. Ro-
mance, jealousy and the question of devo-
tion to "Greater Israel" all converge to 
bring the film to an explosive climax.  

Sydney film screening: 'Time of Favor'  

 
There will be kosher refreshments and a 
discussion afterwards.   
 
 
 
To defray costs, a gold coin donation is requested, 
and it would be appreciated if you would email 
William Szekely: 
 
szeklex@szeklex.com.au so the Synagogue may 
be informed of numbers. 

Jews, Palestinians plant trees together on Tu B‟Shvat 



 

 

be in relationship and to dialogue with the Jewish People‖. 
In 1962, she was sent to Jerusalem to study Judaism and 
Hebrew. When she returned, she founded the Centre for 
Jewish-Christian Dialogue in Box Hill. She began a BA at 
Melbourne University, majoring in Semitic languages and 
Middle Eastern thought, then completed an MA in 1970; her 
thesis was ‗The Beginning of the Conflict between Christian 
and Jews‘. 
In 1970, the centre relocated to Cotham Road, where an 
excellent library of Judaica and theology was established. 
Shalom as it was called, became a place for lectures and meet-
ings. An increasing number of Christian groups seeking 
knowledge about Judaism were welcomed. Many senior stu-
dents at Our Lady of Sion College at Box Hill benefited 
from Sedawie's Biblical studies course. Survivors of the Sho-
ah (Hebrew for Holocaust) living in Melbourne found in 
Sedawie a trusted and lifelong friend. She became one of the 
founders of the Council of Christians and Jews in Victoria 
and an active member of its executive committee. 
In 1977, she returned to Jerusalem for further study and 
worked at the Sisters of Sion‘s Centre for Biblical Formation 
Ecce Homo on the Via Dolorosa in the Old City overlooking 
the Temple Mount. The following year she joined an interna-
tional team at the Centre for Jewish-Christian Relations in 
Rome, where she later became its director. She was responsi-
ble for the quarterly publication SIDIC that was published in 
three languages and focused on the international progress of 
the Jewish-Christian dialogue. 
She also worked with the Vatican‘s Department of Relations 
with Judaism and the Jewish People, and lectured at the Pon-
tifical Gregorian University in Rome. 
Sedawie returned in 1988 and rejoined her community in 
Sydney. Rabbi Raymond Apple of Sydney's Great Synagogue 
has written that ‗the breakthrough (establishing the Council 
of Christians and Jews) occurred in 1988 when Sister Shirley 
Sedawie returned to Australia‘. While in Sydney, and true to 
her enthusiastic nature, she befriended ‗Mum‘ Shirl and the 
Aboriginal community at Dundarra; Sedawie remained a 
staunch supporter of the community for the rest of her life. 
She returned to Melbourne in 1990 and was re-elected to the 
executive of the Council in Victoria. She was made an hon-
orary life member in 1995, and was awarded the Medal of 
the Order of Australia for her services ‗to the promotion of 
interfaith relations and understanding‘. At the time, Arch-
bishop Denis Hart wrote: ―You have been a remarkable leader in 
the field of Catholic-Jewish relations, bringing your warmth and welcome 
to the relationship…and I consider myself lucky to have inherited so 
much of what you built. You have emphasised the dignity of every person 
and the sincere nature of our relationship of common belief in the one 
God.‖ 
Sedawie also worked with the Victorian Council of Churches 
and the Anglican Ecumenical Affairs Commission. The Rev-
erend Prof Robert Anderson, who was moderator of the 
Uniting Church and founding president of the Council of 
Christians and Jews in Victoria, recently wrote in his autobi-
ography: ―No one has contributed more to Christian-
Jewish relations than Sister Shirley Sedawie.‖ 
 
Sister Mary Barbuto and Rabbi Dr John Levi, AM, worked with and 

were friends of Sister Shirley Sedawie. 

SISTER Shirley Kathleen Rose Sedawie, who succeeded in building 
bridges of understanding between the Catholic Church and Jewish 
people in Australia and beyond has died, in Box Hill, on the last day 
of 2011.  She was 87. 
Very few Australians have made such an impression on religious life 
as Sedawie did on the international stage. She touched lives from a 
parish primary school in Ascot Vale to the grandeur of the Vatican; 
from Cotham Road, Kew, to the Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem; and to 
the Pontifical Gregorian Institute in Rome. 
Sedawie was born in Sydney. Her grandparents had migrated from 
Syria and her father, Phil was the first of his family to be born in 
Australia. She was formally admitted as a member of the Sisters of 
Our Lady of Sion in 1946, and joined the teaching staff at St Mary's 
Primary school in Ascot Vale.  
The teaching order was founded in the 1840s by Theodore Ratis-
bonne, a French-born Jew who believed it was his vocation to con-
vert Jews to Christianity. In the 1950s, when details of the Holocaust 
became better known, the order made the radical decision to accept 
as its mission the task of furthering understanding between Jews and 
Christians and combating anti-Semitism. Sedawie, who had been 
given the name Sister Callistus, was teaching during this period of 
revolutionary change that led to the Second Vatican Council and the 
historic document, Nostra Aetate, which declared: ―We are called to 
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sister shirley sedawi oam 
23 sept 1924 — 31 dec 2011 

Interfaith beacon 



 

 

He finds rules that seem to him to be 
confining and controlling rather than 
liberating. And he gives voice to the 
anger expressed 2,500 years ago by 
Amos, Isaiah and Micah, who made it 
clear (‗I loathe, I spurn your festivals, 
I am not appeased by your solemn 
assemblies‘, Amos 5: 21) that morality 
is supreme over ceremony and sacri-
fice. 
But when he seems to jump from this 
devastating critique to the dismissal of 
organized religion altogether he has 
gone too far. And when he apotheo-
sizes spirituality as the alternative to 
religion, I groan in dismay.  
I hate spirituality, at least as it has 
come to be used in these contexts. 
Spirituality is a weasel word, impossi-
ble to define or pin down. It can, and 
does, refer to pretty much anything. 
The only thing that it seems to mean 
with certainty is the absence of the 
disciplined, regular, organized spiritual 
seeking that is so essential to religious 
belief and moral behaviour. 
And we need that. I need that. Be-
cause as much as I may thirst for the 
holy and yearn for God, I know that 
there will be times when I will be 
tired, distracted or lacking in inspira-
tion; and when that happens, I will 
simply be incapable of heartfelt prayer 
or moral uplift. I know that spirituality 
is a matter of moods; sometimes it is 
there, sometimes it is not, and there-
fore it is never enough. I know that 
the ‗behaviour modification‘ that 

Jefferson Bethke's YouTube video, 
‗Why I Hate Religion, but Love Jesus‘, 
has been viewed by more than 18 mil-
lion people. Bethke raises questions 
about the intentions of Jesus and the 
nature of the Christianity, and these 
questions are properly dealt with by 
Christian thinkers. But the video and 
its incredible popularity touch upon 
broader issues that are deeply rooted 
in the history of the Abrahamic tradi-
tions and that impact the lives of all 
religious believers. 
Many of the commentators have seen 
Bethke's arguments as a reflection of 
recent trends that show growing scep-
ticism among the young about orga-
nized religion. These trends exist, but 
it is amusing to suggest that the prob-
lems that Bethke points to are in any 
way new. They are not. They are as 
old as religion itself. 
Bethke yearns for an intense, personal 
relationship with God, a yearning giv-
en expression by the words of the 
Psalmist: ‗God ... I search for You, my 
soul thirsts for You, my body yearns 
for you‘. (Psalms 63:2). 
Yet when Bethke looks to religious 
institutions -- established communities 
usually directed by a religious official-
dom -- he does not find support for 
his search. What he finds, in fact, is 
the opposite: self-righteousness and 
hypocrisy. He finds people who speak 
the language of morality and caring 
for the oppressed while actually focus-
ing on themselves rather than others. 

Bethke dismisses is precisely what I -- 
and most of humankind -- must have 
to do.  
Spirituality, by definition, is an occa-
sional impulse, while ritual, liturgy and 
taught moral behaviours serve to keep 
me in relationship with God. Spiritual-
ity is intensely personal, while only 
structured community can give me the 
language, the rites and the ethos that 
enable me to be in readiness for the 
sacred. 
I don't mean to be too hard on Mr. 
Bethke. The fact is that religious insti-
tutions—of all kinds and all sizes 
whether Jewish, Christian or Muslim  
- are prone to the shortcomings that 
he has set forth. And religious history 
is nothing if not a narrative of ossified 
religious establishments that are re-
vived and energized by rebellious 
young people who find their religious 
structures to be unimaginative, self-
serving and too limiting. 
But in the final analysis, there is no 
substitute for religion of the organized 
sort. Spirituality is a day trip, while 
religion is a journey. And we will only 
find God if we commit to that jour-
ney. 
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Rabbi Eric H. Joffe is the outgoing Presi-

dent of the Union for Reform Judaism, 

USA.This article originally appeared in the 

Huffington Post.Rabbi Eric H. Joffe is the 

outgoing President of the Union for Reform 

Judaism, USA.This article originally ap-

peared in the Huffington Post. 

Religious but not spiritual... 



 

 

book is quite accessible to all levels of theo-
logical or philosophical understanding.  It 
offers insight for the atheist, too, while rec-
ommending Jesus as a reliable source of per-
petual meaning. 

Ravi Zacharias has studied at Cambridge 

and debated the existence of God at Har-

vard and Yale. He is well known for his 

speeches and for his radio program.  

Can Man Live Without God? is apparent-

ly based on a speech Zacharias delivered 

at Harvard entitled, "The Veritas Series."  

Can Man Live Without God is a treatment 
of the philosophical issue of despair.  
The book is separated into three parts 
and spans 179 pages.   
With headings such as ‗Part 1 Antithe-
ism is Alive and Deadly‘ and  ‗Straying 
through the infinite nothing‘,  Zachari-
as offers a fascinating journey through 
a multitude of meaning questions.  The 

Books 
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Can Man Live Without God ? 

 Ravi zacharias; tho. nelson, (kindle ed.) 2012   

the jewish annotated new testament:   

Amy-Jill Levine (Editor), Marc Z. Brettler (Editor), oxford university press, 2011 

original authors and audiences. And they ex-
plain how these writings have affected the 
relations of Jews and Christians over the past 
two thousand years.  
An international team of scholars introduces 
and annotates the Gospels, Acts, Letters, and 
Revelation from Jewish perspectives, in the 
New Revised Standard Version translation. 
They show how Jewish practices and writings, 
particularly the Greek translation of the He-
brew Bible, influenced the New Testament 
writers. From this perspective, readers gain 
new insight into the New Testament's mean-
ing and significance.  

Although major New Testament figures
--Jesus and Paul, Peter and James, Jesus' 
mother Mary and Mary Magdalene--
were Jews, living in a culture steeped in 
Jewish history, beliefs, and practices, 
there has never been an edition of the 
New Testament that addresses its Jewish 
background and the culture from which 
it grew--until now.  
In The Jewish Annotated New Testa-
ment, eminent experts under the general 
editorship of our good friend, Amy-Jill 
Levine, and Marc Z. Brettler, put these 
writings back into the context of their 

the world's christians:  

Who they are, Where they are, and How they got there 

douglas jacobsen, wiley blackwell, paperback & kindle, 2012 

the Christian population, and blends history, 
sociology, anthropology, and theology to cre-
ate a rich, multi-layered analysis of the world 
Christian movement.    

Written by an award-winning author, 
this well-organized and comprehensive 
introduction to global Christianity illu-
minates the many ways the world's 
Christians live their faith today.   
It covers the entire globe: Africa, Asia, 
and Latin America as well as Europe, 
North America, and the Pacific, and 
provides impartial, in-depth descrip-
tions of the world's four major Chris-
tian traditions: Orthodox, Catholic, 
Protestant, and Pentecostal/
Charismatic.  The book offers an up-to
-date profile of demographic trends in 
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Ash wednesday 
February 22nd, 2012 

In the Western Church, Ash Wednesday is the first 
day of Lent, the 40-day period of fasting before East-
er. On Ash Wednesday, ashes are blessed, mixed with 
either holy oil or water, and placed upon the head 
with the sign of the cross, or sprinkled on the fore-
head.  
 
The ashes serve a dual purpose. Christians are re-
minded of their mortality and humanity as the Lenten 
Fast begins. Second, the ashes are a Biblical symbol 
of repentance, sorrow, and humility. There are many 
cases in the Scriptures of wearing ashes as a sign of 
penitence, often while wearing sackcloth. In 2 Samuel 
13:19, Tamar puts on ashes and tears her clothes as a 

sign of sadness and repentance. In Esther 4:1-3, after learning of the king's decree to kill all Jews, Mordecai 
tears his garments, and puts on sackcloth and ashes. Fasting is a major component of Ash Wednesday. 
Ash Wednesday developed only the in the West and is not a holiday in the Eastern Church. Originally, Lent 
began on a Sunday. However, in order to bring the number of days of Lent to 40 (the days Jesus fasted in 
the wilderness), the beginning of Lent was eventually transferred to a Wednesday.     

Purim 

sun down March 7 – sun down March 8 2012  

Purim is one of the most joyous and fun 
holidays on the Jewish calendar. It com-
memorates a time when the Jewish people 
living in Persia were saved from extermi-
nation.  
 

The story of Purim is told in the Book of 
Esther. The heroes of the story are Esther, 
a beautiful young Jewish woman living in 
Persia, and her cousin Mordecai, who 
raised her as if she were his daughter. The 
villain of the story is Haman, an arrogant, 
egotistical advisor to the king.   Haman 
hated Mordecai because Mordecai refused 
to bow down to Haman, so Haman plot-
ted to destroy the Jews.  
 

In a speech that is familiar to almost every generation, Haman told the king, "There is a certain people scat-
tered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your realm. Their laws are different 
from those of every other people's, and they do not observe the king's laws; therefore it is not befitting the 
king to tolerate them." Esther 3:8.  
 
   The Book of Esther is unusual in that it is the only book of the Bible that does not contain the name of 
G-d. One important message that can be gained from the story is that G-d often works in ways that are not 
apparent, in ways that appear to be chance, coincidence or ordinary good luck! 



 

 

NOT YET A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF  

CHRISTIANS AND JEWS? 

The Councils of Christians and Jews are a vital part in the combined Christian-Jewish effort 
to foster social harmony. We aim to combat all forms of religious, racial and social discrimi-
nation using the powerful insights of Judaism and Christianity. 

Join today!   

I hereby apply for an annual membership of the Council of Christians and Jews: 
Standard member:            3 yrs membership 

Married couple:       3 yrs membership 

Pensioner couple:   

Single Pensioner/student/unemployed:     

Educational Institution:             3 yrs membership 

Religious Body:              3 yrs membership 

I enclose cheque:  Visa               Mastercard 
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TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!  

 

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________Post Code_________Email:__________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

SIGNATURE:__________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you! tear off and send to your CCJ State Branch: 

NSW:  2 Powell Retreat, Westleigh, 2120   tel: 02 9980 8670 

  Email:  jimm@uca.org.au 

 

Vic:   326  Church St, Richmond, 3121      Tel: 03 9429 5212 

  Email:  ccjvic@bigpond.net.au 

 

SA:   18 Broughton Rd., Glenside, 5065   Email: merades@internode.on.net 

  Email:  ccjvic@bigpond.net.au 

 

WA:   CCJ of W. Australia 

  PO Box 1469 , Booragoon, 6954  Email: ccjwa@aol.com 

 

ACT:   1 Lincoln Place, Chapman,  2611  Tel: 02 6288 6827 

   Email: rothman@netspeed.com.au 

―When two people 
relate to each other 
authentically and 
humanly, God is the 
electricity that surges 
between them.‖ 

Martin Buber 
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