
 

 

The United States will not participate 
in the Durban III UN summit on rac-
ism in September this year, which com-
memorates ten years since the contro-
versial 2001 Durban Declaration con-
ference, officials have confirmed.  
"We will not participate in the Durban 
commemoration. In December, we voted 
against the resolution establishing this 
event because we believe that the Durban 
process includes displays of intolerance and 
anti-Semitism, and we don't want to see 
that commemorated," State Department 
spokesman Mark Toner said. 
President Barack Obama's administration 

informed lawmakers of the decision last 
month, joining Canada and Israel in 
boycotting the event. 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, the Republican 
chair of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee, said she was "gratified" by 
the decision. 
She said it would be "like its predeces-
sors... no doubt be hijacked by extrem-
ists and turned into an anti-Western, 
anti-Israel, anti-Semitic hatefest." 
The commendations were bipartisan, 
with Democratic Senator Kirsten Gil-
librand saying it was "an insult to 
America that the United Nations has 
decided to hold the Durban III confer-
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2011 Annual ICCJ Conference 

The 2011 annual conference of the 
International Council of Christians and 
Jews (ICCJ) was held in Cracow, Po-
land, July 3-6. In a statement, the ICCJ  
said it was ―honoured to co-host the 
conference with the Faculty of Interna-
tional and Political Studies of the Jagiel-
lonian University of Cracow‖.  
The conference is part of an ongoing 
ICCJ project dealing with interreligious 
dialogue in Central and Eastern Eu-
rope. The countries of this region, 
emerging from communist rule, are in a 
process of integration into a free and 

democratic Europe.  
The theme chosen for the confer-
ence was ―Religions and Ideologies, 
Polish perspectives and beyond‖. 
In the 20th century Poland experi-
enced occupation and dictatorship, 
first by the Nazis and then by the 
Soviet communists. ―We recognize 
the courage and resistance shown 
by both religious and non-religious 
Poles. We also recognize the revival 
of Jewish life and culture in Poland, 
largely due to the efforts by non-
Jews. That is why Poland was cho-

sen as the venue for an exploration 
of our theme, with Cracow being 
an ideal location, both because of 
its historical associations for Chris-
tians and Jews and for its central 
role in Polish history,‖ said an 
ICCJ spokesperson. 
 
For more information, go to: 
 
http://www.iccj.org/Religions_and_Ideologies_-
_Polish_perspectives_and_beyond.660.0.html 

C h r i s t i a n    a n d   J e w i s h 

ence in New York just days from the 
tenth anniversary of the September 
11th attacks." 
"We all witnessed how extreme anti-
Semitic and anti-American voices took 
over Durban I and Durban II and we 
should expect the same thing to hap-
pen with Durban III," she said. 
Israel joined the US in opposing the 
UN General Assembly resolution in 
December that convened the follow-up 
to the 2001 World Conference Against 
Racism in the South African city of 
Durban. 
The resolution passed by 104 votes to 
22, with 33 abstentions. 
The 2001 conference was marked by 
bitter disputes and walkouts over plans 

to include condemnations of Zionism 
in the final declaration. Israel and 
the United States walked out com-
plaining of anti-Semitism. 
Nine governments -- including Canada, 
the United States, Australia, Israel, 

Germany and Britain -- boycotted last 
year's Durban II talks in Geneva 
over fears of anti-Semitism. 
 

Courier Mail 

http://www.ccjaustralia.org/en/


 

 

slaughter. Pre-stunning fails in a signifi-
cant number of cases, causing animals 
great pain. 
"This is much more serious than the EU 
labelling proposals. The proposed Dutch 
legislation would require pre-stunning, 
which would be tantamount to an out-
right ban." 
Following the recent select committee 
hearing, there could be another debate in 
the UK Parliament leading to a vote be-
fore or after the summer recess in July.  

UK Jewish Telegraph  

Iran:  

Jewish Woman, Christian Man 

executed 

 

Iran has executed an Israeli-born Jewish 
woman along with her Armenian Chris-
tian husband, according to reports. The 
Human Rights Activists News Agency report-
ed that Adiva Mirza Soleyman Kalimia 
and her husband Varjan Petrosian were 
hung back on March 14 at Evin Prison. 
According to the report, three other peo-
ple, including one woman and two men, 
were executed at the same time. The 
report noted that the executions were 
done secretly. The woman was allegedly 
charged with adultery.  

http://womenagainstshariah.blogspot.com 
 

canberra:  

 CJF meets AFP chief 

 

The Capital Jewish Forum held a func-
tion addressed by Tony Negus who 
heads the Australian Federal Police. CJF 
Founder and Executive Director, Manny 
Waks, commented: 
―Meeting and hearing fromCommission-
er Negus left a great impression on CJF 
members who were present. His person-
able nature, knowledge and interest were 
highly regarded by all. Commissioner 
Negus spent a great deal of time on the 
issue of anti-semitism in Australia and 
demonstrated his knowledge of the trend 
of antisemitism here. At the same time, 
the Commissioner emphasised his desire 
to learn more about broad issues of secu-
rity impacting the Jewish community. 
Commissioner Negus made it clear dur-
ing the event that he felt it was essential 
for him to engage with the Jewish com-
munity. This was greatly appreciated.‖ 
 
new york: hitler’s fash-ism 

 

It's not quite a John Galliano but the 
brand identity is not far off. 
A New York-based company called Hit-

canberra:  

Senate condemns BDS 

 

The Australian Senate has expressed grave 
concerns with the Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions Campaign [BDS] against 
Israel. A motion was narrowly passed by 
the Coalition and the Independents last 
May, which criticised the following organi-
sations for their support for BDS: Queens-
land Branch of the Australian Labor Party 
(ALP); Labor councillors of the Marrick-
ville Council; Victorian Trades Hall Coun-
cil and fifteen other Labor-affiliated organ-
isations. 
Liberal Senator Eric Abetz issued a state-
ment on behalf of the Sen-
ate condemning Labor, the Greens and the 
unions over their Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions [BDS] against Israel and called 
upon the ACTU to oppose the BDS cam-
paign against Israel.  
 
 

Holland:  

Sacks in bid to save shechita 

 

Chief Rabbi Lord Sacks is to make a last-
ditch attempt to save shechita, the Jewish 
method of slaughtering animals, in Hol-
land. He fears that if a ban is introduced 
there, other countries in Europe could 
follow. 
Lord Sacks addressed the Dutch Parlia-
ment's Agriculture Select Committee in 
June in an attempt to fight the threatened 
shechita ban.  

He told the Jewish Telegraph:  
"A threat in one country is a threat to all. It 
is important we show solidarity with Dutch 
Jewry." 
He added: "I am convinced that shechita 
remains the most humane method of 

ler Hipster is selling T-shirts with slogans 
such as "Three Reichs And You're Out", 
"Back To The Fuhrer" and "Eastside 
Westside Genocide". 

The existence of Hitler Hipster which sells 
the garments through a website run by an 
Australia-based web firm, Red Bubble, has 
rankled Australian Jews.  
In reaction to the news, Melbourne-based, 
Jewish law firm Arnold Bloch Leibler, 
which previously provided corporate ad-
vice to Red Bubble, cut its ties with the 
online vendor. 
 John Searle, president of the Jewish Com-
munity Council of Victoria, said: "This 
possibly involves anti-semitism. I can im-
agine that people who endured such hor-
rors at the hands of the Nazis would not 
find humour in it."  

thejc.com 
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The State of Israel is urgently searching 

for heirs of Holocaust victims through 

its official restitution agency, The Com-

pany for Location & Restitution of Hol-

ocaust Victims’ Assets. 

This non-profit organization was set up 

by the Israeli Knesset and is currently 

administering over 60,000 unclaimed 

assets, purchased in pre-State Israel, by 

individuals who perished in the Holo-

caust. 

The company’s website houses a list of 

names of the original asset purchasers 

and instructions on how to file a claim. 

For more information log on to 

www.hashava.org.il/eng 

Chief Rabbi Lord Sacks 

http://org2.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=Teybxm5wLefWwM4O056UiLjHDrf2roq4


 

 

Recently the Council of Christians and 
Jews, Victoria, hosted a double cele-
bration of two notable events in its 
calendar. It earmarked the 25th Anni-
versary of the formation of the first 
organization to foster interfaith dia-
logue in Victoria:  the earliest group to 
recognize the value and necessity of 
interfaith friendship, communication 
and understanding in times when this 
genre was rare.   

It was quite the norm for their func-
tions to attract attendances of 200 – 
300 people: a visible recognition of 
the need for interaction between 
Christians and Jews.   
At the helm in the founding panel of 
presidents were prominent names 
such as the Anglican Archbishop of 
Melbourne: Most Rev. David Pen-
man, the Catholic Archbishop of Mel-
bourne: Most Rev. T. F. Little, Rabbi 
Ronald Lubofsky and Rabbi John Le-
vi. Many of the founding members 
from both Christian and Jewish com-
munities are still active members of 
the Council today and give their un-
stinting support to dialogue between 
the Jewish, Christian and Muslim 
faiths.  
The second celebration was the 
Launch of the 2010 Gesher (Heb. 
bridge) Journal. This publication main-
tains a standard of the highest calibre 
and by virtue of its contents serves as 
a bridge between the two faiths. It 
contains articles by noted writers on 
topics of local, national and interna-
tional interest.  This year the Editorial 

Board was convened by Mr. Albert 
Isaacs.   
The Gesher Launch is always a major 
event in the Council‘s calendar and 
regularly attracts a large audience from 
both faiths.  The function took place 
at  Genazzano College in Kew and 
visitors were privileged to enjoy musi-
cal entertainment from the Genazzano 
College Band. Rev. Johannes Achilles, 
an Executive member, chaired the 
evening and guest of honour was Car-
dinal Wilfrid Napier of Durban, South 
Africa, who was especially flown into 
Australia for the launch.   
Cardinal Napier was ordained as a 
priest in 1970. He became a Bishop in 
1980 and in 1992 was appointed Arch-
bishop of Durban, a position he still 
holds today. He was proclaimed a Car-
dinal Priest in 2001 and is renowned 
for his humanitarian work and com-
mitment to faith, having chosen as his 
Episcopal motto the Franciscan 
phrase ―pax et bonum,” which translates  
―peace and goodwill.‖ 
 On this occasion he enthralled the 
audience with moving tales of the con-
flicts and problems he had grappled 
with both in the past and today in the 
course of his work in South Africa, 
from the days of apartheid until pre-
sent times. He entitled his address 
‗Welcoming Strangers – Making Space for 
the ‘Other’ in our lives.‘   

Cardinal Napier has specific rules for 
engaging in interfaith dialogue. ―First,‖ 
he said, ―You must know your own 
faith well, but with an open mind. As-
sume the other person knows his reli-

Melbourne Special Report:   

Double Celebration for Council of Christians and Jews  

gion well, and from this stance dia-
logue becomes possible.  Peace and 
fraternal love are values we should 
bring into our communication.‖ 
  The Cardinal reminisced on the 
apartheid times in South Africa and 
remembered how Nelson Mandela 
had negotiated from his prison cell. 
Christianity, he recalled, had officially 
declared apartheid to be a sin.   

The church leaders had advocated 
UBUNTU – the humaneness that dis-
tinguished humans from other species.  
Ubuntu was a key theme in Cardinal 
Napier‘s emotive address. He also fo-
cused on the importance of welcom-
ing the stranger:  of making space for 
the refugee, the stranger, to our 
shores.  ―We must recognise the value 
of each human life,‖ he said. ―If even 
one person were not free, we must not 
consider that we ourselves are free.‖ 
In appreciation for the inspiring ad-
dress, Mr. Joe Krycer, Executive Di-
rector of the Jewish National Fund, 
made a certificate presentation to the 
Cardinal with trees planted in three 
countries: Australia, South Africa and 
Israel in his honour. Cardinal Napier 
in turn presented a book on the Arch-
diocese of Durban to Mr. Walter 
Rapoport, the Chairman of the Coun-
cil of Christians and Jews, Vic.  
 

Freda  Kaufman 
Member of Executive committee and Gesher 

Editorial Board, C.C.J.Vic. 
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one," as she eyed the tiny vent at the top of the 
boxcar. 
"Quickly, up there," she said. "Edjya, go 
through." Her mother repeated. "Quickly, I 
said." 
Two men nearby pulled and pulled until the first 
wooden slats broke. Piece by piece, they yanked it 
until the entire grille was off, allowing a slender 
portal of escape. 
"Up now. Up!" they commanded, as they hoisted 
Edjya upon their shoulders. The men lifted 
Edjya's legs through first, then forced her hips, 
and pushed some more until she rested on her 
stomach, half in, half out of the speeding boxcar. 
"We'll let you down slowly. Hold onto the tow-
el," her mother said. 
Edjya inched out of the vent and down the hori-

Award winning writer Edwin Black was re-
cently in Australia as a visiting scholar for the 
Shalom Institute.  His highly acclaimed investiga-
tive book, IBM and the Holocaust, has just 
been re-released with new information on the 
Nazi/IBM collaboration in Poland: 

 
The Ghosts in the Machine 

By EDWIN BLACK  

 
In August 1943, a train swayed rhythmically as it 
sped toward Treblinka. 
Edjya, a thin, 12-year-old girl, sat on the boxcar 
floor, listening to the thudding rail ties, trying to 
understand the stream of terrible events befalling 
her family. Her mother nudged and whispered, 
"You're a skinny one, Edjya, always a skinny 

zontal wooden slats of the boxcar's exterior until 
her elbows and then finally her wrists cleared. 
With one foot resting on an exterior bolt, and 
hanging onto the towel against the wind, Edjya 
cried out, "Take me back up. I can't do it." 
"Get ready," her mother instructed. "When you 
hit the ground, run, Edjya, run. And tell some-
one. Tell someone what is happening." 
* * * 
Someone did know what was happening 
to my mother Edjya, her family and the 
Jews of Poland during the Holocaust. 
International Business Machines' custom 
punch-card technology was used by the 
Nazis to organize the Polish railways and 
make the trains run on time to Auschwitz 
and Treblinka. That same technology cal-
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A Hollerith punch card from the 1930s —basis of IBM’s early computing systems 

The Quarter Century Club: Workers celebrating 25 years of service to IBM—pictured here in 1924.  



 

 

regime to organize and accelerate six key 
aspects of its war against the Jews: identi-
fication, exclusion, confiscation, ghettoi-
zation, deportation and, ultimately, exter-
mination. 
During the past year, I amassed signifi-
cant new information revealing specific 
details of IBM's operation in Poland, and 
added it into two new chapters just re-
leased in the paperback edition. I ex-
plained how IBM knowingly tailored its 
technology to systemize mass murder in 
Poland. 
Consumed with my journalistic duty to 
document how IBM's strategic alliance 
with the Third Reich affected millions, I 
failed to comprehend that I had finally 
answered my own burning question — 
indeed, the quest that had propelled me 
on a five-year search across seven coun-
tries: How did my own mother and her 
family come to that boxcar headed to 
Treblinka? 
Here's how it happened. 

culated the metered flow of Jews out of the 
ghettos and into death camps. IBM's spe-
cially designed technology in occupied 
Poland was provided not through its Ger-
man subsidiary, but directly through a new 
special wartime Polish subsidiary reporting 
to IBM New York.  
The wartime subsidiary's sole purpose was 
to service the Nazis during the Rape of 
Poland. That subsidiary was called Watson 
Business Machines, known to the Nazis as 
Watson B¸romaschinen. 
Details of IBM activities in Poland are 
important. Since the disclosures about 
IBM's involvement in the Holocaust first 
surfaced in February 2001, the company 
has continually pointed to supposed lack 
of control of its German subsidiary. But 
Watson Business Machines was established 
in Poland by IBM New York after the Na-
zi invasion to profitably service the Reich's 
plunder and ethnic cleansing programs. 
In my 2001 book, "IBM and the Holo-
caust," I endeavored to explain exactly 
how IBM consciously sold its task-specific 
punch-card technology to the Third Reich 
and its allies, in effect enabling the Hitler 

World War II broke out on September 1, 
1939 when Germany invaded Poland. 
Germany annexed northwestern Poland. 
The remaining Polish territory in Nazi 
hands was treated as "occupied" and 
called the "General Government." That 
northwestern quadrant was serviced by 
IBM's German subsidiary, Dehomag. In 
annexed Poland, Dehomag mainly ser-
viced the payroll of Silesian coal mines 
and heavy industry, according to IBM 
files. 
At about that time, IBM NY established a 
special new subsidiary, totally separate and 
apart from its German subsidiary. IBM's 
new Polish company was called Watson 
Business Machines and its sole purpose 
was to service the Nazis during the rape 
of Poland. The enterprise would require 
dozens of custom-wired punch-card ma-
chines, and millions of proprietary punch 
cards were specially designed and printed 
for each application. It remained com-
pletely legal for IBM to service the Third 
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equipment, IBM NY asked that it be 
shipped to the Swedish subsidiary, from 
where it would be credited to the Geneva 
office, and then to New York. To further 
deniability, the Polish manager was given 
written authorization to receive money, 
but only an untraceable verbal authoriza-
tion to actually deposit it into IBM's ac-
count 4b at the Handlowy Bank. When 
the smoke cleared, it would be impossible 
to track which machine and which dollar 
belonged to which subsidiary. 
A print shop for punch cards was main-
tained at 6 Rymarska Street, directly 
across the street from the Warsaw Ghet-
to. Indeed, the ghetto walls actually in-
dent around IBM's print shop location. 

Reich until just before the United States 
entered the war in December 1941. 
The Polish subsidiary, like all IBM's over-
seas units, was micromanaged personally 
by IBM president Thomas J. Watson. 
The rape of Poland was no secret to IBM 
executives. From the outset, worldwide 
headlines reported massacres, rapes, inflict-
ed starvation, systematic deportations and 
the resulting unchecked epidemics. As 
early as September 13, 1939, The New 
York Times reported the Reich's determi-
nation to make Polish Jewry disappear with 
a headline declaring, "Nazis Hint Purge of 
Jews in Poland — 3,000,000 Population 
Involved." The article quoted the German 
government's plan for the "removal of the 
Polish Jewish population from the Europe-
an domain." The Times then added, 
"How... the 'removal' of Jews from Poland 
[can be achieved] without their extermina-
tion... is not explained." 
IBM began by establishing its new head-
quarters at 23 Kreuz Street in Warsaw. It's 
former Polish manager Janusz Zaporski 
was replaced by a Nazi, Alexander von 
Dehn, according to IBM's files. 
Accountants and managers created a 
murky and confusing network across Eu-
rope. Special accounting provisions al-
lowed the German and Polish units to 
overlap. When the Polish company ran out 
of punch cards, Dehomag could supply 
them by paying a commission to the Polish 
company. When the Polish company ran 
out of machines, Dehomag could supply 
them, but the Polish subsidiary charged a 
25% maintenance commission. IBM's 
French machines brought to Poland by the 
German army could be rented out by the 
Polish branch but required a 25% rental 
commission to the German unit. When a 
Polish supplier wanted to return some 

Two people were needed to run the three 
printing machines and one card cutter, 
using paper brought in from Germany. 
Ultimately, the shop at Rymarska pro-
duced as many as 10 million cards per 
year. Most of those cards were used by 
Polish railroads. 
In 1940, to make sure the staff of Watson 
Business Machines was well-cared for, 
IBM president Thomas J. Watson told his 
Geneva representative P. Taylor to ar-
range cash grants — disguised as loans to 
avoid taxes — and special food packets. 
Bonuses were given for meeting sales quo-
tas to Nazi clients in Poland. 
The most important customer site was 22 
Murner Street in Krakow, the Reich's Sta-
tistical Office, where a 500-man Hollerith 
Gruppe, driven by dozens of IBM Hollerith 
punch-card machines, calculated endless 
projections, such as the rate of deaths per 
square kilometer due to progressive star-
vation, and the number of Jews to be 
transported to the death camps. It also 
conducted and tabulated continuous cen-
suses and registrations, according to the 
Statistics Office of the General Govern-
ment. 
The Statistics Office was divided into six 
distinct groups — Group I: Administra-
tion; Group II: Population and Culture; 
Group III: Food and Agriculture; Group 
IV: Economic Trade and Transportation; 
Group V: Social Statistics, and Group VI: 
Finance and Tax. A November 30, 1941, 
Statistics Office report explains, "The 
Hollerith Gruppe area of operation stretches 
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The IBM 77 electric punched card 

collator performed many card filing 

and pulling operations. The Type 77 

compared and merged cards in nu-

merical or alphabetical sequence. 

The Type 77 made it possible for 

one group of cards to pull corre-

sponding cards from another group. 

Introduced in 1937, the IBM 77 col-

lator rented for $80 a month. It was 

capable of handling 240 cards a 

minute. IBM withdrew the Type 77 

from marketing on November 27, 

1957.  
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der to Watson recounting the meeting. 
Schneider was instructed to transmit rent 
disguised as royalties from Czechoslo-
vakia to Switzerland — and then on to 
New York. Some of these "Czech" ma-
chines then ended up in Poland. 
In August 1943, it was finally my moth-
er's family's turn. An important Watson 
Business Machines customer site, newly 
discovered, was the Hollerith Depart-
ment of Polish Railways, located at 22 
Pawia Street in Krakow. This office kept 
tabs on all trains in the General Govern-
ment, including those that sent Jews to 
their death in Treblinka and Auschwitz. 
Leon Krzemieniecki is probably the only 
man still living who worked in that Hol-
lerith Department. Krzemieniecki was 
not aware of the details of routes that 
would end in genocide. Indeed his duties 
required tabulating information on all 
trains, from ordinary passenger to freight 
trains, but only after their arrival. The 
high-security five-room office, guarded 
by armed railway police, was equipped 
with 15 punchers, two sorters and a tabu-
lator "bigger than a sofa," Krzemieniecki 

told me last summer. 
Fifteen Polish women punched the cards 
and loaded the sorters. Three German 
nationals supervised the office, oversee-
ing the final tabulations and summary 
statistics in great secrecy. Handfuls of 
printouts were reduced to a small enve-
lope of summary data, which was then 
delivered to a secret destination. Truck-
loads of the preliminary printouts were 
then regularly burned, along with the 
spent cards, Krzemieniecki recalled. 
"I knew they were not German ma-

across all subject areas," adding, "Our 
work is just beginning to bear fruit." 
In early October 1941, IBM's general man-
ager Werner Lier visited Berlin to oversee 
the movement of IBM machines across 
Nazi Europe. He wrote two detailed re-
ports to Watson and senior staff indicating 
that he shipped a small number of Polish 
machines to Romania in time for the Jew-
ish census there, according to IBM corre-
spondence. But the Polish machines would 
soon be replaced by others. 
My mother's family's information probably 
first went to the 24 Murner Street facility. 
The office had already punched in 60,000 
volumes of the Polish Statistical Service's 
census data, where it was compared with 
the "ethnic" data from the ghettos. Once 
my mother's family was trapped in the 
ghetto, their names were immaterial. Nazi 
Holleriths calculated exactly how many 
Jews could be metered out of the ghettos, 
either for work assignments or transport to 
the death camps. The exact number of 
boxcars and locomotives was tracked...The 
Nazis then required the ghetto councils to 
pick and choose names to meet quotas — 
or the elders would be shot. 
Deported Jews were subtracted from the 
rolls at 24 Murner Street in the on-going 
process. 
Machine shortages were solved. In 1942, 
after the United States entered the war, 
IBM president Watson dispatched his chief 
attorney, Harrison Chauncey, to a Berlin 
meeting with IBM Czech subsidiary man-
ager Georg Schneider to secretly authorize 
him to place Czech machine tags on Nazi 
tabulators and lease them as Czech ma-
chines, according to a letter from Schnei-

chines," recalled Krzemieniecki. "The 
labels were in English.... The person main-
taining and repairing the machines spread 
the diagrams out sometimes. The language 
of the diagrams of those machines was 
only in English." 
I asked Krzemieniecki if the machine logo 
plates were in German, Polish or English. 
He answered "English. It said 'Business 
Machines.'" I asked, "Do you mean, 
'International Business Machines?'" 
Krzemieniecki replied, "No, 'Watson Busi-
ness Machines.'" 
My mother's final encounter with IBM 
technology was the 22 Pawia Street facili-
ty. A half-century later, I called IBM re-
questing access to its archives. I was ob-
structed every step of the way by IBM 
public relations people. I asked IBM 
spokesman Ian Colley for access to my 
mother's card. He coolly replied, "I'm not 
going to get drawn into that question." 
Several weeks ago, IBM media manager 
Carol Makovich again denied me access to 
the Polish archives. Makovich merely re-
peated what she has asserted for a year — 
that Big Blue just "doesn't have much 
information about the period." That sen-
tence is the key assertion in a six-
paragraph IBM statement, unchanged in a 
year, that can still be seen on IBM's offi-
cial Web site at www.ibm.com. 
Just before submitting this article, I 
checked IBM's Polish language Web in-
formation. IBM's official corporate history 
states that its pre-War presence in Poland 
ended in 1939. No mention of the war-
time period is made. 
But now we know. IBM was there 
throughout the war. My mother's punch 
card probably no longer exists. But others 
probably do.  
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drudgery. Rachael‘s eldest brother is Josh-
ua, a young Jewish preacher from Naza-
reth, who was gathering followers among 
the people of Galilee while his sister swept 
floors and dreamed of learning to read.  
When Rachael falls in love with her broth-
er‘s dearest friend, the rebel Judah of Iscar-
iot, it seems that at least one of the women 
of Nazareth may find happiness. Then a 
message comes from her brother in Jerusa-
lem. And events begin to unfold that will 
change not just Rachael‘s life, but the 
world. This is a fine first novel, and a 
cracking read. Recommended. 
. 

Melbourne-based ethicist Dr Leslie 
Cannold has written her first novel, 
following a substantial body of work 
on reproductive rights and public 
advocacy.  Perhaps less well known 
is that Dr Cannold has a Jewish 
background. This permits her to 
write about the world of Jewish peo-
ple in the first century with great 
authenticity. In Leslie Cannold‘s sto-
ry, it is the women of Nazareth who 
take centre stage. Her principal char-
acter is the rebellious, gifted Rachael, 
consigned by her sex to a life of 

Books 
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THE BOOK OF RACHEL 

 leslie cannold, text publishing, 2011   $32.95 

HOW HUGE THE NIGHT: A NOVEL 

By heather and lydia munn, kregel publications, 2011   $10.95 

Lord, great things can happen. How 
Huge the Night is written for teens, and 
at times a more mature reader will be 
reminded of this by the tone of the 
dialogue and the nature of the interac-
tions between the characters, but 
overall, readers from teens through 
adults will find the Munns have pro-
duced a powerful story highlighting 
good during a period of history when 
darkness moved across Europe and 
faith was all that carried many people 
through. 

How Huge the Night by Heather Munn 
and Lydia Munn is a coming of age 
story set in southern France during 
the rise of Hitler and the Nazi party. 
Fifteen-year-old Julien is struggling to 
fit in after his family moves from Par-
is to southern France. When Julien's 
new town becomes a safe-haven for 
Jewish children from throughout Eu-
rope, Julien learns there are more im-
portant things than whether or not 
he's included in the local soccer game.  
Julien discovers that he is stronger 
than he realized, and that when people 
work together in the name of the 

DRESS REHEARSAL  

zoe thurner, fremantle press, 2011   $19.95 

but cooks strudels nonetheless; and her 
grandmother, to Lara‘s mother‘s chagrin, 
loved to feed her grandchildren home-
made doughnuts. Indeed, Lara‘s grand-
mother‘s memory is invoked repeatedly 
by Lara and her mother, not only with 
regards to food, but also regarding issues 
of social justice, poverty and suffering. 
With its distinctive and engaging narrative 
voice, Dress Rehearsal is low on angst, but 
full of emotion. Set in the lead-up to a 
school play, it explores the often turbulent 
world of adolescence and the irresistible 
and sometimes destructive power of love. 

The protagonist of Zoe Thurner‘s recent 
novel, Dress Rehearsal, is a secular Jew 
called Lara Pearlman. Lara is an impulsive 
teenager who is in her final year of high 
school in a small, fictional coastal town. 
Set upon the backdrop of the school dra-
ma production, Dress Rehearsal is Lara‘s 
coming of age story, and its central 
themes include body image, relationships 
with friends and family, love and lust, 
alcohol and drug use, and social inequali-
ty. Lara has a complex relationship with 
food that is inextricable from her relation-
ship with her mother and late grandmoth-
er. Her mother would like Lara to eat less 
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Tisha B’av and the Three Weeks  
 

July 19 - August 9, 2011  

 
The Three Weeks is an annual mourning period. It com-
memorates a number of historical tragedies, primarily the 
destruction of the Second Temple in Jerusalem, in 70 CE.  
The period begins on the 17th of the Hebrew month of 
Tammuz, a day also associated with the expulsion from 
Spain. Tammuz 17 is a fast day, on which Jews refrain 
from eating and drinking from dawn to nightfall. Tisha 
B‘av reaches its climax and concludes with the fast of the 
9th of Av, the date when both Holy Temples were set 
aflame.  
This is the saddest day of the Jewish calendar. 
There are various mourning customs and observances that 
are followed for the entire three-week period. Jews do not 
cut hair, purchase new clothes, or listen to music. No wed-
dings are held.  
Some believe that those who mourn the destruction of 
Jerusalem will merit seeing it rebuilt with the coming of 
the Messiah. 

the assumption of mary  
 

august 15th (august 28th) 

According to the belief of Christians of the Roman Catholic, Eastern 
Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox Churches, as 
well as parts of the Anglican Communion, the Assumption of Mary 
was the bodily taking up of the Virgin Mary into Heaven at the end 
of her life.  
The Roman Catholic Church teaches as dogma that the Virgin Mary 
"having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body 
and soul into heavenly glory.‖ 
The feast of the Assumption on August 15 is a public holiday in 
many countries, including Austria, Belgium, Chile, Ecuador, France, 
Greece, Lebanon, Italy, Malta, Poland, Portugal and Spain.  
In Eastern Orthodox churches following the Julian Calendar,  the 
feast day of Assumption of Mary falls on August 28, and is a public 
holiday in the Republic of Macedonia. 
The capital city of Paraguay, founded on August 15, 1537 is named 
Asuncion in honour of the Assumption of Mary. 

http://www.chabad.org/article.asp?AID=144573
http://www.chabad.org/article.asp?AID=144573
http://www.chabad.org/article.asp?AID=144575


 

 

NOT YET A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF  

CHRISTIANS AND JEWS? 

The Councils of Christians and Jews are a vital part in the combined Christian-Jewish effort 
to foster social harmony. We aim to combat all forms of religious, racial and social discrimi-
nation using the powerful insights of Judaism and Christianity. 

Join today!   

I hereby apply for an annual membership of the Council of Christians and Jews: 
Standard member:            3 yrs membership 

Married couple:       3 yrs membership 

Pensioner couple:   

Single Pensioner/student/unemployed:     

Educational Institution:             3 yrs membership 

Religious Body:              3 yrs membership 

I enclose cheque:  Visa               Mastercard 

  

scene number 84 

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!  

 

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________Post Code_________Email:__________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

SIGNATURE:__________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you! tear off and send to your CCJ State Branch: 

NSW:  2 Powell Retreat, Westleigh, 2120   tel: 02 9980 8670 

  Email:  jimm@uca.org.au 

 

Vic:   326  Church St, Richmond, 3121      Tel: 03 9429 5212 

  Email:  ccjvic@bigpond.net.au 

 

SA:   18 Broughton Rd., Glenside, 5065   Email: merades@internode.on.net 

  Email:  ccjvic@bigpond.net.au 

 

WA:   CCJ of W. Australia 

  PO Box 1469 , Booragoon, 6954  Email: ccjwa@aol.com 

 

ACT:   1 Lincoln Place, Chapman,  2611  Tel: 02 6288 6827 

   Email: rothman@netspeed.com.au 

―When two people 
relate to each other 
authentically and 
humanly, God is the 
electricity that surges 
between them.‖ 

Martin Buber 

Expires __/__ 

Australian Council of Christians and Jews ABN 43 144 362 171 
326 Church Street, Richmond, Victoria, 3121, Australia 

Tel/Fax:  0011 61 3 9429 5212 
ccjvic@bigpond.net.au 

Scene Editor: Kate Mannix 

http://www.ccjaustralia.org/en/
mailto:ccjvic@bigpond.net.au

