
 

 

Dr. Deborah Weissman, President of the 
International Council of Christians and 
Jews, has written the following letter to all 
members: 
Beginning in December with the 
demonstrations for democratic reform 
in Tunisia, and, even more pointedly, 
with the recent unrest in Egypt, we in 
Israel have been watching the situation 
very apprehensively.  
There are 4 elements worth noting: 
 1) The developments caught us all by 
surprise. This shows not only a worry-
ing failure of intelligence agencies both 
in Israel and the West, but also a lack 
of understanding of the implications of 
the Mubarak regime. 2) Democratiza-
tion in general is a good thing. But in 
the West, it took most countries many 
years to reach it. When it happens 
overn igh t ,  i t  c an be  wor r i -
some. Democratic elections in the 
Middle East or in the Arab/Muslim 
world have sometimes brought the rise 
of Islamic states, in which there have 
been problems with human rights. The 
non-Muslims in Tunisia are about 2% 
of the population, but in Egypt they 
may be as high as 10%. After the un-
fortunate, violent Christmas season in 
both Egypt and Iraq, I am fearful for 
the welfare of the Christian communi-
ties in those countries. 
3) Israelis, frankly, are very afraid of an 

Islamic state on our border. The 
Islamic states we have seen in our 
region have an unimpressive record 
regarding democracy and human 
rights. I personally believe that it is 
possible to reconcile devout Mus-
lim belief with a commitment to 
democracy. But so far, the Islamic 
states have not. 
 4) We are also very fearful for the 
future of the almost 32-year-old 
Peace Treaty between Egypt and 
Israel, which we consider to have 
been one of the more positive and 
stabilizing factors in the Middle 
East. 
I want to bring two more hopeful 
voices: a young person in the Egyp-
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Tunisia Jewish leader meets interim PM over safety 

Tunisia's Jewish community is con-
cerned for its security in the wake of 
anti-Jewish protests outside of the 
capital's main synagogue, a community 
leader said.  
The head of the Tunisian Jewish com-
munity, Roger Bismuth, met recently 
with the country's interim prime min-
ister, Mohammed Ghanoucci, and 
requested better security for the coun-
try's 1,500 Jews, the French news 
agency AFP reported. 
On February 11th, dozens of Muslim 
demonstrators gathered in front of the 

main synagogue in the capital city, 
Tunis, and chanted anti-Jewish epi-
thets. 
Last month, amid the political up-

heaval and violence in the African 
nation that toppled President Zine 
El Abidine Ben Ali, the Tunisian 
military deployed forces specifical-
ly charged with protecting the 
Jewish community on the south-
ern island of Djerba and else-
where.  
The interim government reported-
ly is working to stabilize the coun-
try. 
Among the Jews in Tunisia, 1,100 
are living in Djerba and the rest in 
Tunis.  

C h r i s t i a n    a n d   J e w i s h 

tian Diaspora has written me:“ We 
may be young and in the Diaspora, 
but we have a voice. Many have 
been sceptical and fearful of the fall 
of the regime. But this was some-
thing the whole country has been 
crying for –from the poorest to the 
most educated. We don't deny that 
there's fear of what might come but 
we hope for a better future, integri-
ty and freedom... for all.” 
And an Israeli-based Christian has 
written: “I am sure though that we 
are all praying that what emerges 
from the Egypt turmoil will be a 
democratic regime based on respect 
for all citizens... even if the chances 
of that right now are very slim...” 
My response to both is a 
hearty:”Insh’allah…” 
  
Dr. Deborah Weissman, Jerusalem 
ICCJ President 

http://www.ccjaustralia.org/en/


 

 

Melbourne:  

Cyclones hit Synagogue 

Storms and flash flooding, triggered  by 
Cyclone Yasi, wreaked havoc on Mel-
bourne's Jewish community in February. 
Wild waters ripped through several sub-
urbs heavily populated by the city's 50,000
-strong Jewish community flooding at 
least four synagogues, two Jewish schools, 
a kosher café, the headquarters of the 
Australian Jewish News and the National 
Council of Jewish Women. 
The Sephardi Synagogue was closed on 
Shabbat because the men's section was 
flooded, while other shuls suffered dam-
age to halls, foyers and administrative 
areas. Bialik College - one of the largest 
Jewish schools in Australia - was forced to 
close its kindergarten for two days due to 
water damage. 
 

Perth:  

Man jailed for anti-semitic video 

A 39-year-old Perth man was sentenced to 
three years' jail for posting an anti-semitic 
video on the internet. In January 2011, 
Brendon Lee O'Connell was the first per-
son in Western Australia to be convicted 
under the state's racial vilification laws. A 
jury found him guilty of six offences. 
O'Connell posted a video on YouTube 
showing him insulting a young Jewish 
man in 2009 and also showed O'Connell 
standing in front of the Perth Bell Tower 
telling Jews their days were numbered. 
Members of Western Australia's Jewish 
community were in court for the sentence 
and welcomed the jail term. 
 

Chicago:  

Christians, Jews aid 

survivors 

Christians in North America are reaching 
out across the globe with donations of 

Tel Aviv:  

Australian Backs Yad Vashem  

Yad Vashem has launched a YouTube 
Channel in Farsi, as well as an expanded 
version of its Farsi website. The Farsi 
YouTube Channel and expanded Farsi 
website were made possible with the gen-
erous support of Australian Greg 
Rosshandler and family. 
The website was translated by Terrogence 
and edited by Prof. David Yerushalmi, of 
the Center for Iranian Studies, Tel Aviv 
University. Yad Vashem‟s website and 
YouTube Channel are currently available 
in English, Hebrew, Arabic, Russian, 
Spanish and Farsi. 
 

Canberra:  

Anti-Muslim petition tabled 48 

times 

ACT senator Gary Humphries tabled a 
petition on behalf of three Sydneysiders 
calling for a 10-year moratorium on 
''Muslim immigration'', in February. It is 
not the first time Senator Humphries has 
tabled it: according to the Canberra 
Times, the controversial petition has been 
tabled in the Federal Parliament 48 times. 
Senator Humphries has tabled it more 
than once, and another 35 politicians 19 
Liberals, six Nationals, eight Labor MPs 
and senators and two Independents have 
also tabled it since 2007. 
The petition calls for Christians to be 
given priority in immigration and for a 10-
year ban on Muslims coming to Australia 
''so an assessment can be made on the 
social and political disharmony currently 
occurring in the Netherlands, France and 
the UK”. Australian Federation of Islamic 
Councils president Ikebal Patel says the 
vilification of Muslims in Australia is get-
ting ''beyond a joke''. 
 

almost $2 million to help thousands of 
elderly residents in Israel who are endur-
ing bone-chilling weather and near-
freezing temperatures this winter – with 
limited or no ability to pay for heat in their 
homes. Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein, founder 
and president of the International Fellow-
ship of Christians and Jews (IFCJ), an-
nounced the kickoff of Operation “Warm 
Friendship” to help more than 17,000 
elderly Jews in need throughout the Holy 
Land, many of them Holocaust survivors 
with no one to help them get through the 
cold winter months. 
 
Sydney:  

The Listening Campaign 

The Sydney Alliance, of which CCJNSW 
is a member, is running „The Listening 
Campaign‟, a series of short courses to 
help organisations refine, introduce and 
implement their objectives and goals. CCJ 
members are encouraged to attend one of 
the courses listed below. The Sydney Alli-
ance brings together diverse community 
organisations, unions and religious organi-
sations to advance the common good and 
achieve a fair, just and sustainable city: 
 

16 & 17 March (9:00am-5:00pm) 
Hosted by St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 
71 Webster Rd Lurnea 
  

31 March & 1 April (9:00am-5:00pm) 
Hosted by CFMEU & Western Sydney Com-
munity Forum, 12 Railway Street, Lidcombe 
  

2nd & 9th April (9:00am-5:00pm) 
Hosted by Sydney Alliance Blacktown Region 
& Catholic Diocese of Parramatta 
Diocesan Centre, 1-5 Marion Street, Blacktown 

  

3rd & 10th April (9:00am-5:00pm) 
Hosted by the Public Service Association,  
160 Clarence Street, Sydney  

Around the TRAPS... 
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scandal, they were parents who would throw their 
own children overboard. „I wouldn‟t want to let 
people into this country who could do that to their 
own children.‟  Howard managed to denigrate the 
entire group whilst suggesting that no Australian 
could ever injure their own child. The damage was 
done, even though there was no truth whatever in 
Howard‟s claim. 
By contrast to the liberationist discourse, which 
points out the failure in the other‟s camp, Svartvik 
models the „dialogue discourse‟. This model  takes 
as its starting-point something else: it begins with 
the shocking insight that something is utterly wrong 
in one‟s own camp. „Its purpose is therefore self-
critical and soul-searching; it is an endeavour which 
seeks to recognize the fundamental problems, to 
remove stereotypes, and to renew one‟s self-
understanding.‟  

The recent re-affirmation of multiculturalism is 
to be welcomed.  In recent years much has 
been made of „Australian values‟ „the Australi-
an way of life‟ as though such things were 
never clearly defined. The real purpose, often, 
was to indicate who was us and who was not-us.   
We in the interfaith movement know a little 
about how people turn other people into „the 
Other‟.  We also know where this can lead.   
In a paper given last year, Swedish Professor Jesper 
Svartvik made a useful distinction in how we dia-
logue with those who are „other‟.  He refers to the 
„liberationist approach‟, which he describes as 
„designed to prophetic and critical; it seeks to detect, 
label and classify what is destructive in the other camp 
in the conflict.‟ Thus when John Howard described 
asylum seekers snared in the „children overboard‟ 

Interfaith dialogue has brought new and real in-
sights. Frequently interfaith adherents give credit to 
the interfaith project for sparking a greater under-
standing and appreciation of their own faith.   
What this recognizes is that faith, and culture, are 
not fixed.  Our understanding of faith, and the 
different emphases required by each age will cause 
faith (and culture) to change.   
At its best, interfaith dialogue serves as a model for 
the heterogeneous society which seeks harmony. It 
also serves as a model for an intelligent society 
which understands that life is change and that 
change is good.  
Prof Svartvik offers the following advice to dialogue 
participants who have come to an impasse.  „In such 
a situation, best not to restate your position.  Ra-
ther, say: “please, tell me more!” 
 

Interfaith insights and the new multiculturalism 
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Three years of dreaming and working, 
meeting and negotiating and then 17 years 
as Chair are a remarkable achievement.  
Especially when the baby which had such 
a long gestation, and a sometimes uncer-
tain childhood, has grown to be able to 
stand on its own feet.  This is the achieve-
ment of the retiring Chairperson of 
CCJWA.  Rev. Associate Professor Ro-
wan Strong addressed the Annual General 
Meeting of the Council of Christians and 
Jews in WA and spoke about some of his 
motivation for working towards the estab-
lishment of the council and his hopes for 
the council then and into the future. 
 
His interest was evoked in the early days 
of Black and White Television in New 
Zealand when he became aware of the 
bulldozers pushing corpses into mass 
graves.  A lasting, horrifying picture not 
just for a young boy.  So began his pas-
sion for celebrating and exploring differ-
ence and dissonance in the world, particu-
larly in the world of religion which he 
acknowledged has an effect on the whole 
of society. 
 
When Rowan arrived in Western Australia 
in 1992 after being involved in Councils 
of Christians and Jews in Melbourne and 
Edinburgh, he discovered there was no 
such group here.  So began the work 
which has grown to the point where he 
can move on.   

 
Rowan‟s passion for history enabled him 
to see the broad picture of the varying 
forces involved in world events, as well as 
the catastrophic results of people‟s desire 
for power and authority.  He sees history 
as being about enquiry into the past and 
action in the present, whether this be 
looking at Napoleonic wars, the Holocaust 
or the history of Christianity.    There is a 
necessity for historical enquiry so that no 
one can deny events such as the holocaust.  
Research also shows us the contribution 
Christianity has made to the world from 

Perth: Rowan Strong’s Remarkable Achievement  

were released in January.  
The size of Australia's Jewish community 
is approximately 110,000 to 150,000. 
Some 8,000 Jews live in New Zealand, 
according to the country's Zionist Federa-
tion. An average of 100 Jews on immigrat-

Australia and New Zealand have strong 
economies and no rampant anti-Semitism, 
yet the numbers of Jews leaving these 
countries and moving to Israel jumped 
nearly 50 % in 2010, from 175 to 260, 
according to Jewish Agency figures which 

ed to Israel between 1990 and 1999 and 
110 between 2000 and 2010. Immigration 
has steadily increased since a low of 60 in 
2002, with 250 coming from Australia and 
10 from New Zealand this year.  

Australian and New Zealand immigration to Israel up by 50% 

the 4th to the 20th century in terms of per-
secuting those who are different.  Today 
there is no monopoly on Christians and 
Jews persecuting others – Christians in 
many countries such as Iraq, Egypt and 
Indonesia are being persecuted now. 
 
The third reason for historical enquiry 
shows that there is room for plurality both 
in the various religions and within each 
religion.  This has been evident for Chris-
tians from the time of Jesus himself, who 
said that „whoever is not against us is for 
us‟.   
Rowan reminded us that religious differ-
ences should be celebrated not extermi-
nated.  We need to celebrate difference 
and dissonance, not just between Chris-
tians and Jews, but also between Chris-
tians and Christians, and Jews and Jews.  
Creativity can result when we encounter 
religious difference. 
 
After several comments from the floor, 
the incoming Chairperson, the Revd Dr 
Charles Waddell thanked Rowan for his 
thought provoking address, and an-
nounced that a lunch was to be arranged, 
at which members would have an oppor-
tunity to acknowledge his outstanding 
contribution to the work of the Council”.  
 

– Mary J. Marshall and Marie Wilson 
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when I feel small and lost, I feel 
those hands upon my face, and re-
member.     
 
The giant of whom I speak is Cantor 
Michael Deutsch – chazzan, tzaddik, 
mythical figure of my youth.  I at-
tended the 50th anniversary of his 
service to the Temple Emanuel re-
cently and was reminded again of 
how much one human being can 
achieve when he or she acts com-
pletely from the heart and embraces 
his divine destiny with passion and 
integrity.  His moments of „seeing‟ 
me as a child, have remained indelibly 
a part of my psyche, and the seeds of 
my own divine destiny as a storyteller 
and Jewish educator were sown in 
those moments.  There are virtually 
hundreds of us in Sydney who tell the 
same story. 
 
His voice triggers a pavlovian return 
to the Chaggim of my youth.  Sitting in 
the front row, upstairs, with my par-
ents, I remember watching Rabbi 
Brasch deliver his sermons, waiting 
for his face to turn purple as it always 
did at some stage during the delivery.  
His vehemence fascinated me, and I 
was concerned he might actually blow 
his head right off, which always add-
ed to the drama.  I remember one 
moment in particular on Yom Kip-
pur, I was about nine or ten, when 
the sun streamed through the win-
dow onto the bima, a spotlight from 
the heavens, shining on the Rabbi‟s 
face, and me wondering which one is 
God – the Rabbi?  The stream of 
light?  The source from which it 
comes?          
 
It is well known that the experiences 
of childhood become the mythical 
soil of our future lives.  Recently, my 
parents also celebrated their 50th an-
niversary.  And there, surrounded as I 
was by the friends of the family,  I  
felt  strangely and powerfully com-
forted by their presence – these peo-
ple who have known me all my life 
and share in the simchas and tsourris of 

Cantor Michael Deutsch who was a 
great supporter of  interfaith dia-
logue and of  the Council of  Chris-
tians and Jews, passed away in De-
cember.  
 
He was a great man with a great heart for 
all and through his warmth and his sing-
ing, many who were barmitzvah boys and 
batmitzvah girls, marrieds, and congre-
gants remember him.  
 
Storyteller Donna Jacobs Sife was one: 
 

When I was little, I was friends with a 
giant.  The temple trembled when he 
strode across the marble floor.  He 
would walk his giant‟s leisure pace, and 
I would run beside him, just to keep 
up.   His laugh would lift me off the 

ground and leave me hovering, whilst 
the sound rumbled in the corridors, 
and clung to the corners of the ceiling 
long after he had gone.     At times the 
giant would sing, not just any song, but 
songs that shook the gates of heaven, 
and demanded to be let in.  A voice 
that called from the deepest darkest 
human place, so that it could soar be-
yond my childhood‟s understanding, 
beyond my vision, towards a light I 
could just barely perceive.   And some-
times, he would take my little face in 
his great hands, and hold me in his 
gaze until I was swallowed up in a gi-
ant‟s love.   In those moments, my soul 
would find its wings, and circle my 
head singing “I have been seen, I have 
been seen”.      Every now and then, 

my family. I may have experienced 
only moments of connection with any 
of them, and yet, it was enough to stay 
and become part of me.  I am often 
struck at how little one needs to do to 
make a difference.  A visit to a friend 
at a time of grief, to sit for a while 
with someone who is ill, to shop for a 
busy neighbour, to tell a child a story 
– these are acts that take only a mo-
ment, but can live forever.  Indeed, as 
in the morning prayer – they are acts 

without measure, whose rewards too 
are without measure.     
 
How many times did Cantor Deutsch 
hold my little face in his hands?  May-
be only a handful of times.  And it 
changed me, because he brought all of 
himself to that moment. 
Cantor Deutsch made a long speech 
last Sunday afternoon.  During the 
entire speech he only spoke about the 
people with whom he had worked 
during the fifty years of service.  He 
spoke only with praise and with love, 
calling them up to stand with him if 
they were there, hugging his great bear 
hug, kissing his kisses.  “I love this 
man” he said frequently.   
 

(continued on page 5)  

CANTOR MICHAEL DEUTSCH 

by DONNA JACOBS SIFE 
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as recorded in his autobiography 
“Blood Brothers”.  I left Israel and 
Palestine a changed person.  I could 
see that despite the violence, peace 
was indeed possible; but it was crucial 
for individuals to hear and empathise 
with the collective stories of pain, 
fear and hopes, and stand in solidarity 
with another. 
In the decade since my time in Israel 
I continue to seek out the possibility 
for two states.  However, the pro-
spect of a two state solution is rapidly 
diminishing as each day passes as 
settlements and the separation barrier 
continue to expand and the prospec-
tive Palestinian state is being whittled 
away. B‟Tselem reports that at the 
end of 2008 there were 484,100 set-
tlers.  
In response to this, the Jewish-
American peace advocate, Anna 
Baltzer, says you “can‟t argue about 
dividing up a pizza and then continue 
to devour the pizza whilst the other 
person is left with the scraps”.   
Given the failure to end settlement 
construction and expansion (a phe-

ISRAELI SETTLER BOYCOTT, 
TERRORISM AND THE MAK-
ING OF MORAL CLAIMS  
 
By Stewart Mills 
 
Never again should Christians forget 
the Holocaust.  It is indeed a blight on 
the human record. I was reminded of 
this profound tragedy when I visited 
Yad Vashem, as a twenty six year old.  
I had come to Israel to find a commu-
nity of Palestinians and Jewish-Israelis 
who were intentionally seeking to live 
together and I found Neve Shalom/
Wahat al-Salam (“Oasis of Peace”).  
This experience was affirmed when I 
visited the school of Abuna Elias Cha-
cour who has dedicated his life to 
teaching Palestinians about the Holo-
caust and the Jewish-Israelis about the 
connection of Palestinians to the land nomena that has occurred for dec-

ades) the Israeli peace group, Gush 
Shalom, in 2000 called on a boycott of 
Israeli settler products. The World 
Council of Churches has adopted this 
position since 2001. Ironically, the 
National Council of Churches in Aus-
tralia is quite late to make such a posi-
tion; and limited its position to one 
that churches should “consider”.  This 
consideration of a settlement boycott 
is to be contrasted with the 2005 Pal-
estinian call for a general boycott of 
the State of Israel.  This distinction is 
made not to denigrate the 2005 gen-
eral boycott call but to show the very 
narrow and targeted boycott that the 
NCCA was calling on churches to 
consider. 
Critics of the NCCA‟s position ignore 
that the NCCA balanced this call by 
condemning all acts of terrorism and 
the NCCA‟s repeated position that 
categorically supports a two state solu-
tion. Settlement expansion works 
against such a possibility and hurts 
both Israelis and Palestinians. 
It is true as the editorial in the Scene 

Special Supplement 

Christian writers respond... 
 

Last Scene‟s editorial, which criticized the call to consider a boycott of Israel by the National Council of Churches in Australia, 
caused strong reactions.  Here, two Christian writers, Stewart Mills and Michael Giffin, put forward views on the matter, 
for and against:  
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change. These courageous individuals 
actively put their bodies on the line 
for their convictions.  In Jesus‟ exam-
ple he responded forcefully and une-
quivocally by turning the tables of the 
money changers in the Temple; and 
ultimately gave his life for his reli-
gious and political beliefs.  Mt 7:1 
read contextually reminds faith com-
munities that judgment is done with 
humility, grace and prayer, and with 
retrospection of our own failings.   
 
It is with such circumspection that 
the NCCA, the World Council of 
Churches, Gush Shalom and count-
less other members of civil society 
can pass judgment on the immorality 
of continuing to militarily support 
Israeli settlements in the Palestinian 
territories; and the immorality of all 
forms of terrorism; be that Palestini-
an acts of terror or state-sanctioned 
terror instigated by Israel. 
Attempts to sanitize interfaith inter-
actions to fora that are absent of disa-
greement and try to „sweep things 
under the carpet‟ or to minimise, or 
condone acts of oppression and bru-

claims that there is evidence in the 
Christian text cautioning the Church in 
judgment of another (eg Mt 7:1), but 
this is not the same as prohibiting 
judgment or denying the church to 
take a strong moral position on an is-
sue of justice. Both Christian and Jew-
ish texts inherently give examples of 
those brave souls who speak out in the 
face of injustice. The life of Jesus, the 
prophets like Isaiah and Micah, exem-
plify Jews speaking out about the fail-
ings of the religious and political estab-
lishment of the day and the need for 

tality, from whichever side, fails the 
fundamental call of people of faith to 
seek ways we can as one people can 
seek to build peace on this tiny fragile 
planet that we share. 
 

Stewart Mills, is a Uniting Church in 
Australia member.  He has taught in variety 
of schools in Australia and England; both in 
high school and primary school.  In Sydney, 
he has taught particularly amongst youth 
from Arabic speaking backgrounds. He 
completed a Master of Arts in Peace and 
Conflict Studies.  His thesis was 
‘Empathising with the Enemy: Transfor-
mation of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict by 
overcoming psychological and structural obsta-
cles”.  He co-initiated Pathways to Peace 
interfaith gatherings (2003-2005), has been 
a speaker for Goodness and Kindness Pro-
ject, a member of the World Youth Day 
interfaith panel, a former member of the 
UCA Assembly Relations With Other 
Faiths Committee and is a member of the 
NSW and ACT Synod Relations With 
Other Faiths committees.  The views ex-
pressed in this article are his alone.  
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to neutralise Christian support for the 
State of Israel. Those wanting to 
learn more about Lowe‟s analysis can 
find it at: 
www.newenglishreview.org. 
 
Michael Volkmann, the Evangelical 
Church in Württemburg‟s representa-
tive for the Dialogue between Chris-
tians and Jews, published what has 
become an influential statement 
about the Kairos Palestine document 
in Jewish-Christian Relations (June 

WHEN  

THE WELL-INTENDED CAUSE 

MISCHIEF  

By Michael Giffin 

For many members of the Councils of 
Christians and Jews, 2010 will be re-
membered mainly for the fallout from 
the Kairos Palestine document, and for 
the way the Councils of Churches used 
the document, consciously or uncon-
sciously, to promote a non-Biblical pro
-Palestinian agenda among its member 
churches. Those wanting to learn more 
about the Kairos Palestine document 
and the politics surrounding it can find 
it at www.kairospalestine.ps. 
 
At its annual meeting in June 2010, the 
Executive Board of the International 
Council of Christians and Jews made a 
formal response to the Kairos Pales-
tine document, “Let Us Have Mercy 
Upon Words”, The response is elo-
quent, measured, and irenic; it finds 
admirable aspects to the document; it 
also objects to many of its proposals 
and phrasings. Those wanting to learn 
more about “Let Us Have Mercy Upon 
Words” can find it at www.iccj.org. 
 
Malcolm Lowe, a biblical scholar living 
in Jerusalem, published a behind-the-
scenes analysis of the Kairos Palestine 
document in the New English Review 
(April 2010). Lowe studied the creden-
tials of the document and found them 
wanting. While the document has been 
promoted via its own website, and by 
the WCC and NCCA, as a statement of 
Palestinian Christian leaders endorsed 
by the Heads of Churches in Jerusa-
lem, with the exception of one church 
head (who later had his name removed 
from the document) the Heads of 
Churches played no role in the origins 
of the document. Indeed, some Heads 
of Churches were taken by surprise 
when the document appeared in De-
cember 2009 and issued a statement of 
their own in which they distanced 
themselves from the document‟s two 
implied aims: to bring about a total 
Israeli withdrawal to the pre-1967 bor-
ders by means of economic sanctions; 

2010). His summary of the document 
notes that: it is a lament about the dif-
ficult situation of the Palestinians in 
the Middle East; it calls for the disso-
lution of the Jewish character of the 
State of Israel accompanied by a theol-
ogy in which the uniqueness of Israel‟s 
relationship with God is dissolved in a 
universalistic way; this call is legiti-
mised by equating Zionism with rac-
ism and apartheid; its objective isn‟t 
the compromise of a two-state solu-
tion mandated by United Nations res-
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m e n t  c a n  f i n d  i t  a t 
www.jcrelations.net. 
 
Thanks to Lowe and Volkmann, the 
Kairos Palestine document got a cool 
reception in Germany, despite the 
efforts of some church bureaucrats to 
promote it there. The situation is dif-
ferent in Australia, where the docu-
ment has been endorsed by Chris-
tians obsessed with social justice who 
want to do something about the situ-
ation in the Middle East (of which 
they have limited knowledge) but are 
at a loss to know what to do. 
 

olutions and international law but a 
single state for Muslims, Jews, and 
Christians with an Arab-Muslim major-
ity; this single state should, according 
to the authors, be governed by the 
Christian values of love, justice, and 
peace but how this is to be achieved 
remains unclear; the authors don‟t ask 
for a negotiated solution but call on 
states, organisations, and individuals to 
apply sanctions, boycotts, and coercion 
against Israel; the support of Christians 
for Israel should, according to the au-
thors, be transformed into support for 
the Palestinians. Those wanting to 
learn more about Volkmann‟s state-

Several unfortunate tendencies moti-
vate this Christian naiveté. One is the 
tendency to polarise the discourse of 
social injustice into victims and op-
pressors, in this case Palestinian vic-
tims and Israeli oppressors, rather 
than grapple with what the Bible says 
about the free will and moral agency 
of individuals and communities. No 
one denies that Palestinians (including 
Palestinian Christians) are suffering 
but it takes an extraordinary leap of 
logic to lay the blame for their suffer-
ing solely on Israelis and not partly on 
the Palestinian inability to secure their 
families and their communities and 
hence their future. Another is the ten-
dency to hide behind self-referential 
defence mechanisms; when you try to 
discuss the complexities of the Middle 
East with Christians obsessed with 
social justice, they lament the racial 
prejudices of their white forebears: 
what colonisers did to the colonised, 
what imperialists did to the enslaved, 
what white Australians did to the Ab-
origines, what white Americans did to 
black Americans, what white South 
Africans did to black South Africans. 
One hears little about what‟s really 
going on in the Middle East, since 
that‟s more difficult to grapple with; 
those who are critical often don‟t 
know or understand the region‟s long 
and complex history. 
 

 

 

The Rev. Dr Michael Giffin TSSF is 
priest in the Anglican Diocese of Sydney, and 
a professed member of the Society of Saint 
Francis. He is a professional writer and 
editor, and also teaches postgraduate courses 
in literature and in theology at the Broken 
Bay Institute and the University of Newcas-
tle.  Dr Giffin also facilitates short courses in 
scientific writing for population health for the 
Centre for Epidemiology and Research, 
NSW Department of Health. 
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wished to do was to serve.  To sing 
God‟s praises and inspire Jews in 
prayer. To do the work he was created 
to do.   In the face of such pure inten-
tion, it is an abomination to think that 
the orthodox rabbis once boycotted 
an event for Yom Hashoah, because 
Cantor Deutsch was to recite the 
Kaddish.  It makes me think of the 
many old wise and Jewish stories that 
tell of those „in power‟ who do not 
recognize a tzaddik when they see one.   
 
Still, it is not for me to dwell on such 
injustices.  I imagine Michael Deutsch 
doesn‟t give it too much thought.  
After all he has seen and suffered, he 
ended his day of glory with a Yiddish 
song.  In the same way as the bride-
groom smashes the glass under the 
chuppah, to remind himself of the de-
struction of the temple, so did Cantor 
Deutsch say,    “I am a Jew, and there-
fore I can argue with God, I can 
blame him if I want, such is our rela-
tionship.”  He continued,    “And I do 
argue. And so I sing you this song.”  
It was a song that took God to task 
for what we have suffered.  It was 
between Cantor Michael Deutsch and 
God.  It was a reminder that Michael 
Deutsch has done all he could to be 
true to the Creator.  It was a question 

“This woman, she gave everything”, 
“now this one, he is my best friend.”  
Without guile, without judgement, 
without self consciousness, he poured 
out his love.  I felt I was in the pres-
ence of a tzaddik, a truly holy man.   
 
Cantor Deutsch comes from a long 
line of chazzans.  He arrived here in 
1950 from Hungary, having lost near-
ly all of his family, and suffering un-
speakable horrors himself.  His back-
ground was essentially Chassidic, and 
yet, it so happened that the only job 
offered to him in Sydney was with the 
Temple Emanuel.  All he has ever 

to God, has God done all he could for 
us?  The quiet dignity of such a ques-
tion encapsulated this man‟s humbling 
soul.      
 
And who has more right to ask, than 
the „mythical‟ cantor?  Cantor Michael 
Deutsch, who has changed the lives of 
hundreds of Jews in Sydney, because 
of the depth of his heart, the power of 
his voice, and the size of his hands. 
 
Donna Jacobs Sife is one of Australia's 
leading storytellers, a pubished  writer,   edu-
cator and peace -worker. Her  considerable 
international reputation is built on her capaci-
ty to engage the spirit, and to bridge difference 
– be it within our societies, our communities 
or ourselves. For  nearly two decades she has 
travelled widely throughout the world teach-
ing  and telling stories that speak to the peren-
nial challenges of humanity, that celebrate the 
foibles and frailties of our existence, "with a 
rare depth, abundant wisdom, and great sensi-
tivity" . (Peninnah Schram, New York) 
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to be reviewed, this book‟s contributors 
are: Mary C. Boys, Philip A. Cunningham, 
Tamara Cohn Eskenazi, Adam Greger-
man, Elizabeth Groppe, Daniel J. Harring-
ton, Hanspeter Heinz, Hans Hermann 
Henrix, Gregor Maria Hoff, Walter Cardi-
nal Jasper, Edward Kessler, Ruth Langer, 
Barbara U. Meyer, Thomas Norris, John T. 
Pawlikowski, Didier Pollefeyt, Christian 
Rutishauser, Marc Saperstein, Joseph Siev-
ers, Jesper Svartvik and Liam Tracey. 

This substantial work is a transatlan-
tic, interfaith collaboration. It seeks 
to explore historical, biblical, Chris-
tological, Trinitarian, and ecclesio-
logical dimensions of the question: 
“How might Christians in our time 
reaffirm their faith claim that Jesus 
Christ is the Saviour of all humanity, 
even as we affirm the Jewish Peo-
ple‟s covenantal life with God?”  Yet 

Books 
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Christ Jesus and the Jewish People Today: New Explorations of 

Theological Interrelationships 

Phillip A. Cunningham, Joseph Sievers, Mary C. Boys, Hans Henrix, Jesper Svartvik, (eds)  

Eerdmans, March  2011 

I’m God, You’re Not 

By Lawrence Kushner,  Jewish Lights Publishing 

If you ever stop learning, check your 

pulse. "I'm God, You're Not: Observations 

on Organized Religion & Other Disguises 

of the Ego" is a collection of musings 

on other thing on this man of learning 

as he tells his story that one should 

never stop learning, even when you're 

the one who should be teaching. 

Drawing on his massive experience as 

a teacher, a father, a rabbi, and a hu-

man being, "I'm God, You're Not" is an 

excellent collection of wit and wis-

dom, not to be missed. 

The Peace and Violence of Judaism: From the Bible to Modern Zionism 

Robert Eisen, Oxford University Press 

ethical historical and cultural identity, and 
the impact of these on contemporary is-
sues.  The book treats every major period 
in the history of Jewish thought and prac-
tice, and offers two interpretations of the 
source text showing how they may be 
interpreted as promoting peace, or pro-
moting violence. As Zionism in our time 
is regarded by many as promoting vio-
lence, and - given the centrality of Zion-
ism in Jewish contemporary thinking – 
this book is a must-read for all those con-
cerned for the future of Jewish life and 
the survival of the state of Israel. 

This book attempts to deal with the caus-
es of religious violence.  The author, fol-
lowing scholars R. Scott Appleby and 
Marc Gopin, shows that major religions 
of the world have the capacity to inspire 
their adherents to adopt peaceful or vio-
lent behaviour, and that the choice be-
tween these alternatives depends a great 
deal on how religious communities inter-
pret their basic texts.  The author takes 
the question further by exploring the am-
biguity on the issue of peace and violence 
in Judaism. The question has become 
urgent because of the failure by Western 
analysts to understand Judaism‟s particular 
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orthodox easter— sunday 24th april 
 

Orthodox Christians in Australia celebrate Jesus Christ‟s resur-
rection on Easter Sunday, also known as Pascha, as well as the 
Sunday of the Resurrection.  It is the most important date in the 
Church‟s calendar. Orthodox Christians in Australia celebrate 
Pascha according to the Easter date in the Julian calendar, 
which differs from the Gregorian calendar that is used by many 
western countries.  In 2011, Easter Day coincides for both the 
Eastern and Western churches.   
The Easter Sunday church liturgies are joyous as they celebrate 
Jesus Christ‟s resurrection, according to Christian belief, as well 
as spiritual victory.  Many Orthodox Christians in Australia fast 
during Lent prior to Easter. Easter Sunday is a time for families and friends to get together for a festive meal, where 
meat and dairy products can be eaten again. Lamb and tsourekia (or tsoureki), which is a type of Easter bread, are popu-
lar Easter dishes in many Greek Orthodox communities in Australia.  

PURIM 
 

Jewish communities in Australia celebrate  
Purim to commemorate the Jewish people‟s deliv-
erance from death around the fourth century BCE, 
as told in the Book of Esther. Esther was a queen 
who helped stop the villain Haman‟s plans to kill 
Jewish people.  
Purim is usually celebrated on the 14th day of the 
month of Adar in the Jewish calendar, which is in 
February or March in the Gregorian calendar. Grag-
gers, which are Purim noisemakers, are used to 
drown out the name of the villain Haman when the 
story of Esther is read, particularly to children. Various types of graggers or other noisemakers, including clappers, are 
sold in Australia prior to Purim. 
Purim parties involving all generations of Jewish people are held in both urban and rural Australia. Purim gift baskets 
are also exchanged. These baskets may include pretzels, chocolates, other types of candy, and clappers. Many Jewish 
people donate to charity around this time of the year. 

Pesach (PASSOVER) first day of Passover  - Tuesday 19 th april 

Passover (Pesach) in Australia lasts for eight days.  
Passover is a Jewish observance of the liberation from 
slavery and the Israelites' exodus from Egypt around 
3000 years ago. It is related to the Christian observances 
of Good Friday, Easter and the Islamic Day of Ashura.  
Jewish people in Australia celebrate Passover at home 
with family and close friends. People are also encour-
aged to invite someone into their home who would oth-
erwise not be able to take part in the celebrations. Some 
people choose to spend the whole Passover period in a 
Jewish resort or retreat at a hotel. Apart from Seders 
(celebratory meals), people can take part in educational 
activities and lectures on Jewish life and culture and 
sports.  In some rural and outlying areas, communal 

Seders are held. These give Jewish people living a long way from Jewish communities a chance to take a full part in 
the Passover celebrations. Extra Seders are held in Byron Bay, Cairns, Coffs Harbour, Darwin and Fremantle.  



 

 

NOT YET A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF  

CHRISTIANS AND JEWS? 

The Councils of Christians and Jews are a vital part in the combined Christian-Jewish effort 
to foster social harmony. We aim to combat all forms of religious, racial and social discrimi-
nation using the powerful insights of Judaism and Christianity. 

Join today!   

I hereby apply for an annual membership of the Council of Christians and Jews: 
Standard member:            3 yrs membership 

Married couple:       3 yrs membership 

Pensioner couple:   

Single Pensioner/student/unemployed:     

Educational Institution:             3 yrs membership 

Religious Body:              3 yrs membership 

I enclose cheque:  Visa               Mastercard 
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TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!  

 

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________Post Code_________Email:__________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

SIGNATURE:__________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you! tear off and send to your CCJ State Branch: 

NSW:  2 Powell Retreat, Westleigh, 2120   tel: 02 9980 8670 

  Email:  jimm@uca.org.au 

 

Vic:   326  Church St, Richmond, 3121      Tel: 03 9429 5212 

  Email:  ccjvic@bigpond.net.au 

 

SA:   18 Broughton Rd., Glenside, 5065   Email: merades@internode.on.net 

  Email:  ccjvic@bigpond.net.au 

 

WA:   CCJ of W. Australia 

  PO Box 1469 , Booragoon, 6954  Email: ccjwa@aol.com 

 

ACT:   1 Lincoln Place, Chapman,  2611  Tel: 02 6288 6827 

   Email: rothman@netspeed.com.au 

“When two people 
relate to each other 
authentically and 
humanly, God is the 
electricity that surges 
between them.” 

Martin Buber 

Expires __/__ 

Australian Council of Christians and Jews ABN 43 144 362 171 
326 Church Street, Richmond, Victoria, 3121, Australia 

Tel/Fax:  0011 61 3 9429 5212 
ccjvic@bigpond.net.au 

Scene Editor: Kate Mannix 

http://www.ccjaustralia.org/en/
mailto:ccjvic@bigpond.net.au

