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Christian & Jewish 

Vatican opens its doors to  
disenchanted Anglicans 
In a move with far-reaching ecumenical implications, the Vatican last month announced 
plans to open its doors to Anglicans upset with their church's growing acceptance of  
homosexuality and women 

  Citing "many requests" from An-
glicans around the world”, the 
Vatican said that Pope Benedict 
XVI would permit the establish-
ment of new national dioceses in 
which former Anglicans can join 
the Catholic Church while retain-
ing many of their traditional forms 
of worship. 
   The move represents a major 
shift in Catholic-Anglican relations 
after more than four decades of 
ecumenical dialogue aimed at re-
storing "full and visible unity" between the two 
churches, separated since the 16th century. 
   The 77-million member Anglican Commun-
ion has been deeply divided by a growing ac-
ceptance of homosexuality in its North Ameri-
can branches    Meanwhile, more than 1,300  
    

Anglican priests have threatened 
to leave the. Church of England 
—the mother church of the 
worldwide communion if it be-
gins to ordain women bishops.  
   Catholic and Anglican leaders 
have insisted that the Vatican's 
move would not harm relations 
between the churches. 
   "We are determined that our 
ongoing mutual commitment 
and consultation on these and 
other matters should continue 

to be strengthened," said Archbishop of Canter-
bury Rowan Williams, spiritual leader of the 
worldwide Anglican Communion who attempted 
to assure Anglicans of Rome's good intentions in 
a joint statement with Archbishop Vincent G. 
Nichols of Westminster, the leader of Catholics 
in England and Wales.  

It recommended such outreach initiatives as 
synagogue visits, speaker invitations to rabbis 
and involvement with the Council of Chris-
tians and Jews. 
   The 12th National Assembly conference held 
in Sydney set out new policy outlines on the 
Uniting Church’s principles on Jews and Juda-
ism. It states “the church does not accept 
Christian teaching that is derogatory towards 
Jews and Judaism or the belief that God has 
abolished the covenant with the Jewish  
people”. 
   Also overturned are policies on coercion and 
manipulation, as is a long standing Uniting 
Church position on supercessionism – the 
belief that Christians have replaced Jews “in 
the love and purpose of God”. 
  It went on to lament the historical rift be-
tween the two faiths, as well as “bitterness and  
    

    
 

antagonism resulting in deeply rooted anti 
Jewish misunderstandings.” 
   CCJ Australia President, William Clancy 
welcomed the resolution, as did many other 
leading members of the Council throughout 
Australia.  
  A founding member of the Council in Aus-
tralia and one of the coun-
try’s foremost protagonists 
for interfaith relations, 
Melbourne’s Rabbi John 
Levi is reported as having 
commented that the Jew-
ish community throughout 
Australia would be aston-
ished to know of the many 
years of hard work by a 
small group of people who 
appreciate Judaism. 

Editorial 
Scene’s Editorial usually appears on Page 2. 
Its promotion to the front page is due to its 
somewhat special content.  
   After 15 years, which equates to almost 60 
unrelenting issues, it is time for Scene’s 
editor to close his keyboard and call it a 
day. At times frustrating  but always chal-
lenging, editing a such a publication can 
become highly work intensive. Frustrating 
because the input from the State branches 
has not always been as readily available as 
one might have desired; challenging be-
cause there is the constant need to make 
each issue of Scene as readable, newswor-
thy and thought provoking as possible. 
  Hence it is time for new thinking, for a 
new approach and new ways of presenting 
the news and views of the interfaith com-
munity which takes its cue from the aims 
and objectives of the Council of Christians 
and Jews. 
   From 2010  Scene will be in the able hands 
of Victorian Council stalwart, Albert Isaacs. 
His will undoubtedly reflect a new style and 
a new approach to the way in which the 
publication begins the new decade but un-
questionably he, like his predecessor, will 
heavily depend on reportage from State 
branches, from suggestions for publication 
material and on letters to the Editor. 
   Looking back on its earlier years, there is 
no question that Scene has progressed dra-
matically in format, in content and in edito-
rial approach. From those earliest editions, 
pioneered by Sydney Jewish community 
identity, Susan Bures, Scene has attempted 
to cover local as well as international issues 
related to the seemingly endless task of 
facilitating dialogue between the faiths and 
overcoming prejudice and ignorance. With-
out pre-empting the input  
policies and style of the incoming editor, it 
would undoubtedly be of value for readers 
to provide some indications on what they 
believe the publication’s content should 
contain; what changes they would like to 
see in its columns; what direction  they  
believe it should take in the twentytens.  
   Above all is the constant requirement of 
reports from the State branches because 
they reflect the vibrancy of the organisation. 
Too often these initiatives go unnoticed, 
unreported and therefore unappreciated.  
It is absolutely  essential for State presi-
dents to appoint an executive member –  
as has been the case in Western Australia to 
name the sole example – to be responsible 
for regular reportage of the activities in their 
State. That in itself will be taking a major 
step forward, as indeed Scene undoubtedly 
will take, as the new decade dawns. 
 
  

Landmark Uniting Church document urges 
connection to Council of  Christians and Jews 
 

    Last month’s reversal by the Uniting Church of its traditional policy which for 
many years had supported conversion of Jews was enshrined in a document which 
encourages members “to seek opportunities to meet Jews and learn about modern 
Judaism”.  



2 

   The Sydney Anglican Archbishop, 
Peter Jensen (pictured at right), is  
facing a legal challenge over his 
church's decision to break with the 
national church and permit appren-
tice ministers to give Holy Commun-
ion. 
   The highest court of the Australian 
Anglican Church, the Appellate Tribunal, 
has been convened to decide on the con-
tentious issue of whether church law al-
lows deacons or church workers to pre-
side over the Lord's Supper, a duty exclu-
sively performed by ordained priests and 
bishops. 
   Eight diocesan bishops from Wanga-
ratta, Bathurst, Bunbury, Riverina, Rock-
hampton, Grafton, North Queensland 
and Willochra, and 20 clergy and laity 
from 13 dioceses around the country out-
side of Sydney have applied for a legal 
ruling. 
   The tribunal, headed by the Appeal 
Court judge and leading Sydney Anglican 
Peter Young, conducted a preliminary 
hearing on August 20 and is awaiting sub-
missions from interested parties. 
   The legal manoeuvres come less than a 
year after Sydney's parliament stared 
down strident opposition from leading 
Australian Anglicans and the worldwide 
church to widen the role of deacons. 
   
Women deacons stand to benefit 

 The Sydney synod also gave support for 
Dr Jensen to amend the licences of sen-
ior church elders to preside over Holy  
 

“who should preside over 
the central worship  

service for Anglicans has 
been a source of  

simmering tensions inside 
the church for more than 30 

years” 
 
 
   Communion, at the risk of antagonising 
its conservative allies in the global church 
who are opposed to gay bishops and lay 
presidency. Dr Jensen says it's a right he  
  
  

will not take up. 
   The question 
of who should 
preside over the 
central worship 
service for An-
glicans has been 
a source of sim-
mering tensions 
inside the 
church for more 
than 30 years. Evangelicals say there is 
no legal impediment to deacons or 
church elders performing a fuller wor-
ship role, while traditionalists argue it is 
an encroachment on the role and minis-
try of priests and bishops.  
   Ironically, it is women deacons 
ordained as priests or consecrated as 
bishops, who stand to benefit from the 
wider deaconate role. 
   Three Sydney rectors - all from the 
Anglo-Catholic tradition - have also 
joined the legal fray against their own 
synod, arguing that bishops and priests 
should continue to have the exclusive 
right to preside over this central sacra-
ment. 
   The rector of St John's Church, 
Gordon, Father Keith Dalby, said  
diaconal and lay presidency contravened 
the type of church services and ministry 
role as prescribed in the 1662 Book of 
Common Prayer, which is the ultimate 
standard of worship in the Anglican 
communion. 
   ''By allowing for diaconal and lay 
presidency you collapse the office of 
deacon and priest into the one order so 
you actually effectively destroy the tradi-
tional threefold order of deacon, priest 
and bishop, that has been upheld way 
back to 110AD.'' 
 
 Sydney diocese not represented 

   The Melbourne Anglican Dr Muriel 
Porter, one of the 28 signatories to the 
tribunal's reference, said who presided 
at Holy Communion was not a ''trivial 
in-house issue'' but one ''at least as im-
portant as women's ordination and gay 
clergy''. 
    

''Who presides at Holy Communion - 
the central worship service for Angli-

cans - is about who are the 
leaders in the Anglican 
Church, who is authorised 
to lead,'' she said. 
   The Sydney diocese has 
chosen not to be repre-
sented at the hearings  
following  its failed bid two 
years ago to block the 
tribunal's ruling in favour 
of women bishops.  
   The tribunal could opt to 
send the matter back to the 
national church's parlia-

ment for vote. 
   The Bishop of North Sydney,  
Dr Glenn Davies, who convinced his 
synod that there was no legal impedi-
ment to deacons' presiding, says a Gen-
eral Synod canon carried in 1985 already 
authorised deacons to assist the priest in 
the administration of the sacraments. 
   “Previously, deacons were a stepping 
stone to priests, they were probationary 
priests for a year, but we say that dea-
cons in the Bible is an order of ministry 
with its own integrity. 
 

“a General Synod canon 
carried in 1985 already 
authorised deacons to  
assist the priest in the  
administration of the  

Sacrament” 
 
   ''Deacons can marry, bury, preach, 
baptise, why shouldn't they be able to 
administer the Lord's Supper? 
   ''This gives women the full range of 
possibilities in ministry without being 
head of a parish.  
   “There are certain members of the 
diocese who would like to press ahead 
with lay presidency, but the Archbishop 
will not do so.'' 
 
 
The above article is an edited version of a report 
previously published in the Sydney Morning 
Herald. 
 
Any opinions or comments on the topic are not 
those of the Council of Christians and Jews or 
those of the editor of Scene. 
 

Legal challenge brewing over Legal challenge brewing over Legal challenge brewing over Legal challenge brewing over 

Holy Communion row Holy Communion row Holy Communion row Holy Communion row  



Exploring God in Judaism and 
Christianity  Dr Mary J. Marshall, Honorary Secretary, CCJWA  

   CCJWA chairperson, Reverend Asso-
ciate Professor Rowan Strong opened a 
recent program  by the Council in 
Perth by explaining the evening’s focus: 
“our differences”.   
   As the evening progressed, the dis-
cussion returned to the commonality of 
our walk together as Christians and 
Jews. This was mapped out deftly by 
Rabbi Dovid Freilich and Archbishop 
Roger Herft: godly, earthly acts of 
mercy, compassion, kindness … of 
love. Rowan Strong captured this con-
clusion in his closing words: “Our God 
is one and expects us to celebrate life 
with each other, despite our differ-
ences.” 
   Well over 100 attended this engaging 
evening, organised by the Council of 
Christians and Jews in the Anglican 
Parish of Applecross earlier this year.  
 
God is sought by deed, prayer and experience 

   Both guest speakers are Honorary 
Presidents of the Council. In his intro-
duction Rowan Strong explained that, 
while the group’s usual focus is on the 
commonality of the two Faiths, it 
would on this occasion be upon their 
different perspectives on God.  
   Rabbi Freilich, through repeated use 
of rabbinic midrash argued that, for a 
Jew, knowledge of God is more deed 
than creed: ‘The hands fashion the 
heart’s knowledge about God’; it is not 
a head thing. That is, one only knows 
God by acting in a godly manner — 
with compassion, mercy, kindness.”  
   Repeatedly, in delightfully crafted 
nuances, Rabbi Freilich stressed that 
God has no form, and no gender 
(though conventionally designated in 
masculine terms), but is sought by 
deed, prayer and experience.  

 

for a Jew, knowledge of 
God is more deed than 

creed: 
 
   The pivot of Rabbi Freilich’s address 
was this twisting comparison: As the 
soul is to the body, so God is to the 
world. Thus: (1) as the soul is one with 
the body, so God is one with the world; 

  Luncheon Club 
  comes of  age 
  In the early 1970s the attempt to re-activate 
the Council of Christians and Jews (the tenta-
tive 1940’s beginnings of which had lost mo-
mentum at the end of World War II) was spear-
headed by a steering committee comprising the 
Rector of St James', Canon Cuttriss, Salvation 
Army Major Gerben Stelstra, the Uniting 
Church’s Jean Skuse and Rabbis Raymond  
Apple and Rudolph Brasch.  
   Rabbi Apple recalled that most Christian 
Churches were supportive at the time but because 
some, including at that stage the Anglicans, were 
lukewarm the steering committee created instead 
a Christian-Jewish Luncheon Club. 
   Its concept was to engage members of all faiths 
in topics of interest on a wide ranging  series of 
topics in a format where each subject was pre-
sented by a speaker from the Jewish and   
Christian perspective.  
   The Club has met bi-monthly at the Great 
Synagogue ever since and  
is being given a new lease 
of life under the energetic 
leadership of the current 
NSW President, William 
Szekely.                
  Past co-convenors with 
Rabbi Apple have  
included Jean Skuse,  
Major Stelstra, Rev. Bern  
Stevens, Sister Lenore 
Sharry,  Rev Jane Monro 
and Brian Bennett.  
   For many years the ABC Religious Department 
built significant programs out of Luncheon Club  
lectures and discussions.  
               

 Kristallnacht ceremony in 
    Sydney’s Martin Place 
   The 2009 commemoration of the Night of Bro-
ken Glass (Kristallnacht) included participation by 
a choir from Sydney’s Emanuel School as well as 
readings from Psalms, the traditional Kaddish 
prayer and the listing of the notorious concentra-
tion camps which facilitated the European Holo-
caust (Shoah)    The ceremony ended with the 
blowing of the Shofar as an eternal reminder of 
the need for vigilance.  

  
Above: Rabbi Freilich and Rev. Rowan Strong 

 
(2) as the soul is pure and above the body, 
so God is pure and above the world; (3) as 
the soul does not eat or drink, so too, God; 
(4) as the soul fills the body, so too, God 
fills the world; (5) as the soul sustains the 
body, so God sustains the world; (6) as the 
soul sees and is unseen, so too, God. And 
here is the turnaround … each of us is a 
world in him/herself and God is the soul 
to each of our worlds.  

 

“It is from the ground that 
thoughts of God first come” 

 

   Perth Anglican Archbishop, Roger Herft 
backgrounded his presentation in the 
earthiness of Australian indigenous people.       
   “It is the earth that shapes a people’s 
actions, indeed, shapes themselves, and 
lifts them to a Dreamtime”, he said. 
   “All people share the com-
mon earth, a holy ground, and 
it is from this ground that 
thoughts of God first come”, 
the Archbishop posited.. 
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Co-convenor, Rabbi Apple 

 
 

Sydney’s Emanuel School sent one 
of its choirs to participate in the 2009 
Kristallnacht commemoration which 

took place 
in the amphitheatre of downtown 

Martin Place 



Council elects Szekely 
for a second term 
 
   Sydney solicitor and former Emanuel Syna-
gogue Board member, William Szekely pic-

tured) was last month 
re-elected for a second 
two-year term as presi-
dent of the NSW Coun-
cil of Christians and 
Jews. 
   Other executive mem-
bers re-elected include 
former ECAJ president, 
Diane Shteinman, Great 
Synagogue chief minis-
ter, Rabbi Jeremy Law-
rence, Board of Depu-

ties representative, George Sternfeld and past 
Council president,  Rabbi Jeffrey Cohen.  
   Long serving past president, Henry  
Mendelson announced his retirement from 
the Executive and has also relinquished the 
editorship of the Council’s quarterly news 
magazine, Scene. 
   The Council’s AGM was themed 
“Listening to the Other” with well-known 
storyteller,  Donna 
Jaocbs Sife moderat-
ing the concept of 
reaching out to make 
a difference, with a 
series of stories 
about people who,  
over the years have  
attempted to build 
bridges. 

 
 

right:Moderator and 
story teller, Donna 

Jacobs Sife 

The 2009 edition of Cambridge Studies of Religion 
Stage 6 which is used as an HSC text has offended 
the Jewish group with its publication of state-
ments including:  
   "Much modern conflict in the world is related 
to the reactions of other groups to the Jewish 
people." 
   The Board regards this statement as having the 
potential to incite racial hatred because it ''directly 
blames Jews for the existence of much of the 
conflict in the world''.  
   The book also refers to the Passover festival as 
involving "slaughtering lambs, smearing the lintel 
on the front door with blood and eating unleav-
ened breads for seven days". 
   While this is mentioned in the Bible as an an-
cient tradition, it is a well known fact that there is 
no longer any ''slaughtering of any animal at 
Passover. 
    The 2009 edition of Cambridge Studies of Religion 
Stage 6  makes reference to polygamy, indicating 
that it is practiced in Israel. 
   In its submission, the Board of Deputies clearly 
points out that the implication is that polygamy is 
practiced among Jews while in fact  it is outlawed 
for Jews in Israel.  
   The only groups involved in polygamy in Israel 
are Muslims who are permitted to carry it out 
because of the freedom of religion afforded to 
them. 
   The Board of Deputies said it had asked for a 
chapter on Judaism to be rewritten and reissued 
to all schools that have bought the book. 
 

   “Our concern is that thousands of students 
are being seriously misinformed, Board of 
Dep;uties CEO, Vic Alhadeff said. 
   "Some of the statement could perpetuate 
myths and inaccurate stereotypes about  
Judaism and the Jewish people and fuel anti-
Semitism.'' 

 
Cambridge Studies of  

Religion Stage 6  makes  
reference to polygamy,  

indicating that it is commonly  
practiced in Israel 

 
   Meanwhile, the Board of Studies was also 
under attack for allegedly  setting religion 
studies questions which students say were 
unfair. They cited  questions being included 
about subjects not included in the syllabus.  
   Studies of Religion papers yesterday were 
said to include questions requiring answers 
not covered during the year in class. Hun-
dreds to students took to the world wide 
web to voice their indignation and com-
plaints. The Board of Studies denied the 
examination  was unfair or contained mis-
leading material. 
   The uproar centred on a question on Islam 
which gave candidates a quotation referring 
to the Qur'an and the prophet Muhammad. 
Then it asked candidates:  
   "With reference to the quotation, analyse 
the role played by the revelation through the 
Prophet in the life of Muslims." This and 
other sections of the examination were de-
scribed by students as being from no part of 
the syllabus. 
 

"Some of the statement could per-
petuate myths and inaccurate 

stereotypes about  
Judaism and the Jewish people and 

fuel anti-Semitism.'' 
 

   The incident clearly demonstrates just how 
much of the work of the Council of Chris-
tians and Jews to bring together a common 
understanding of the Christian and Jewish 
world has been damaged by this careless and 
totally slanted piece of work, cloaked in the 
authority of an educational issue. 
   It again shows that there is still much work 
to be done to overcome bias and ignorance 
on the part of individuals and governments.  
   Hence, one step forward, 10 steps back-
wards,  

School textbook fuels anti- Semitism 

One step forward: Council. 10 steps 
backward: NSW Board of  Studies 
A school text which has highly antisemitic overtones has been condemned by the NSW  
Jewish Board of Deputies which has called for its immediate withdrawal. 

Israeli interfaith proponents 
hold meetings  with their 
counterparts in Australia 
   During a brief one week visit to Australia,  
Ordained Lutheran Minister, Petra Heldt and Bar 
Ilan University’s Dr. Mordechai Kedar held 
meetings in Melbourne, Canberra and Sydney.  
   A resident of Israel for more than 20 years, 
Petra Heldt was in Australia to discuss the posi-
tion of Christians and Christianity in the Middle 
East with particular reference to Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority.     
   A lecturer at the Departments of Arab and 
Middle East Studies at Bar Ian University in Jeru-
salem, Dr Kedar’s expertise is Arab culture and 
mass media emphasises a particular reference to 
Iran. He is a Research Associate at the world-
renowned Begin-Sadat Centre for Strategic Stud-
ies, established to contribute to the advancement 
of Middle East peace and security, and a member 
of research groups at the Herzliya Interdiscipli-
nary Centre and the Jerusalem Institute, Hebrew  

University.  
   In Australia to discuss the position of Iran on the 
world stage, in addition to the meetings with politi-
cians and media representatives in conjunction 
with Petra Heldt, Dr Kedar attended meetings at 
the Global Terrorism Research Unit at Monash 
University and the Centre for International Secu-
rity Studies at the University of Sydney.  

Pictured at a function for the two visitors in Sydney: NSW 
Council of Christians and Jews Executive member, Michael 
Zelas and Petra Heldt. 
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Faith communities have a "vital" role to play in climate Faith communities have a "vital" role to play in climate Faith communities have a "vital" role to play in climate Faith communities have a "vital" role to play in climate 
change:  Nobel Prizechange:  Nobel Prizechange:  Nobel Prizechange:  Nobel Prize----winning scientistwinning scientistwinning scientistwinning scientist   
Climate scientist Professor Mohan Munasinghe maintains that faith had everything    
to do" with curbing global warming and preserving the Planet 

   “Whatever religion you espouse … they all 
teach you values of fellowship and respect for 
others and it’s very important to build on that 
base," he said recently in London. 
   "Moral values are very important [in tackling 
climate change," he added. 
   Professor Munasinghe said governments and 
individuals had to make stark choices about 
their way of life and the running of the econ-
omy in order to prevent devastating climate 
change. He stressed, however, the "small steps" 
that individuals could take to make a real differ-
ence to their carbon footprint. 
   “There are many things you can do – plant a 
tree, use fluorescent light bulbs. This way you 
can build up momentum and influence your  
neighbours and friends to do the same," he said, 
adding that the world's poor were the main 
losers of climate change. 

"But it’s not only the millions who live in de-
veloping countries but also the poorest people 
in the rich countries.  
   When an extreme [weather] event occurs, it 
is invariably the poor who get hammered," he 
said. 
  
Danger of a breakdown situation 
  “Over the next few decades if we have a 
situation where not only climate change, but 
all the other problems like energy shortages, 
growing water scarcity and food security come 
one after the other, the global system will not 
be able to contain it.” 
   The Nobel Prized winning scientist  urged 
rich nations to make greater efforts to cut 
their carbon emissions and help developing 
countries adapt to the effects of climate in a 
sustainable way. 

  Meanwhile Britain’s  
Prime Minister Gordon  
Brown, after two days  
of talks in London 
between the world’s 17  
biggest carbon-emitting  
nations warned of a  
climate "catastrophe"  
if world leaders  
failed to reach an  
agreement and said there was "no plan B". 
 

Inaugural Nicholas Winton Award to 
a former NSW Council President  
     
   The NSW Council of Christians and Jews 
last month introduced its Sir Nicholas  
Winton Award.  
   Named in honour of the UK humanitarian 
whose single-handed efforts resulted in the 
rescue of thousands of Jewish children from 
the Nazi regime in 1939 in the concept 
which became known as Kindertransports, 
the award recognises individual contributions 
to interfaith dialogue, tolerance and under-
standing. 
    Its inaugural recipient, former Council 
president, Henry Mendelson (pictured be-
low) was cited as having demonstrated the 
trait of ‘I do it because it has to be done’, mod-
elled on Sir Nicholas’ determination and 
achievements. 
   Mendelson retired this year from active 
involvement in the NSW Council. In 2004 
he went on from its presidency to head the 
Australian National Council, of which he 
remains an executive member. .  
   His decision to stand down was based on 
his belief the Council needed new thinking 
by younger people to take it into the next 
decade. 
   “There comes a 
time in any organisa-
tion when the older 
members need to 
make way for the 
younger genera-
tion,” he said. 
    An uncanny twist 
to the announce-
ment of this award 
is the fact – unbe-
known to the Coun-
cil Executive – that Mendelson himself, at 
the age of 8 was plucked out of Nazi  
Germany with his sister on a Kindertrans-
port which brought them to England in 
1939. 

 The opening, led by Dr. Eboo Patel, the organisa-
tion’s executive director and founder featured Farah 
Pandith, U.S. Department of State’s special repre-
sentative to Muslim Communities. Patel spoke 
about his inspiration for the movement and his goal 
to promote religious pluralism.  
   Patel and the Interfaith Youth Core discussed the 
goal of open conversations about religion on col-
lege campuses. Patel said he believes students who 
change the way their school promotes religious  
pluralism pave the way for future activists to do 
even more.  
   “Leaders change environments and environments 
nurture leaders,” he said. 
   A conference attendee Larry Wood from New 
York remarked that the focus on youth is an  
extremely vital one.  
   “People my age already belong to a world of bad 
patterns,” he said. “If a younger generation can set 
some new models of interfaith dialogue, that’s  

 Dr. Eboo Patel and Rev. Jim Wallis discuss 
religion at the sixth Interfaith Youth Core’s 
conference on Interfaith Youth Work.  
 
going to make a great, great difference.” 
patterns,” he said. “If a younger generation 
can set some new models of interfaith dia-
logue, that’s going to make a great, great dif-
ference.” 

NOT YET A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF  

CHRISTIANS AND JEWS? WHY NOT JOIN TODAY  

AND PARTICIPATE IN ITS IMPORTANT WORK OF  

DEVELOPING DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE FAITHS 

AND ELIMINATING DISCRIMINATION  — PLEASE 

SEE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION ON PAGE 8 

Interfaith conference promotes conversation about religion 
   Over 600 students and religious leaders from around the world gathered last month at Norris 
University Centre in Evanston, Illinois to discuss religious pluralism, student leadership and 
President Obama’s faith initiatives at the Interfaith Youth Core’s sixth annual conference.  

   The three-day event, “Leadership for a Religiously Diverse World,” focused on  
promoting religious plurality and civic engagement on campus. 
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“together we sing...together we talk” 
NSW Council brings 3 faith choirs together in another of its successful concerts     

The highly successful musically, 
communally (and financial!) 
concert featured Gospel ensem-
ble “The Elementals”, the im-
pressive Sydney Jewish Choral 
Society and the searching 
sounds of the Australian Byzan-
tine Choir comprising chanters 
from the Greek Orthodox faith.   

     Lutheran world President urges  
commitment to a sustainable organisa-
tion: "What Shall Be Our Witness?" 
       In a report highlighting the rapidly changing contexts of the 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and its respective member 
churches,  presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, Bishop Mark S. Hansonurged the organisation's Council 
to make decisions that reflect commitment to "a sustainable and 
strong LWF going into the future." 
   Reporting to the Council meeting earlier this year in Switzerland, 
Hanson asked the member church representatives to focus on the 
legacy of the governing body's leadership.  
   The current Council was elected at the 2003 Tenth Assembly in 
Winnipeg, Canada, and is due to complete its work at the July 2010 

Eleventh Assembly in Stuttgart,  
Germany. 

What shall be our witness 
 

   "What shall be our witness? What story shall 
we tell?" were Hanson's  opening questions in his 
report which noted the important issues on this 
year's agenda, such as the election of the next 
LWF General Secretary and response to the  
Renewal Committee report.  
   The LWF president affirmed his commitment 
"that when we leave this meeting, we will have 
clarity and transparency about the recommenda-
tions we are making, including a timetable and 
process for developing the language of proposed 
changes to governing documents."  
   The Lutheran world president stressed the 
need to be clear about what decisions would be 
left to future elected Council members and the 

Geneva Secretariat. 

   The Lutheran World Federa-
tion (LWF) renewed its com-
mitment to fighting climate 
change.  
During the 24 October climate 
action morning prayer, LWF 
Council members created a 
photo for the “350” campaign 
lobbying world leaders to 
implement effective CO2 
reductive measures.  

  right: Actors in the fight against 
climate change: the 2009 Council 

takes part in the global day of  
        action earlier this year. The 
   level of 350 parts per million is 
    what scientists have identified 
as the safe upper limit of CO2 in 

             the world's atmosphere.  

right: LWF President, Bishop Mark Hanson  

Lutherans join   . 

Global Day of    
Climate Action     



Islam: world’s 2nd largest religionIslam: world’s 2nd largest religionIslam: world’s 2nd largest religionIslam: world’s 2nd largest religion    

   A new demographic study has determined that Muslims represent nearly a 
quarter of the world's current population with nearly two-thirds of them living 
in Asia, and that Islam is the second largest religion after Christianity. The 
study, released 7 October, and conducted by the Washington-based Pew  
Research Centre's Forum on Religion & Public Life, found that 1.57 billion 
people are Muslims out of an estimated total world population of 6.8 billion. 
 
Interreligious interactive educational programs for visiting longInterreligious interactive educational programs for visiting longInterreligious interactive educational programs for visiting longInterreligious interactive educational programs for visiting long----

term groups in Israelterm groups in Israelterm groups in Israelterm groups in Israel    

The International Centre for Interreligious Encounter with Israel (ICCI) is 
offering programs to participants of visiting and long-term groups/programs 
in Israel. On offer are interactive programs to both high school and university 
student groups in Israel.  All programs involve a short presentation, informal 
conversation, and group discussions.   
Asia PreAsia PreAsia PreAsia Pre----Assembly Consultation (APAC) and Asia a Church Assembly Consultation (APAC) and Asia a Church Assembly Consultation (APAC) and Asia a Church Assembly Consultation (APAC) and Asia a Church     

Leadership Conference (ACLC)Leadership Conference (ACLC)Leadership Conference (ACLC)Leadership Conference (ACLC)    

   This year, the Asia Pre-Assembly Consultation (APAC) is a combined event 
with the Asia Church Leadership Conference (ACLC). The programme will be 
attended by church leaders, LWF assembly delegates from each member 
church, Asia LWF Council’s members and advisors, LUCAS and Mission 
partners. The main purpose of the APAC/ACLC is to provide and prepare 
Asian delegates to the LWF Assembly to enable them to take part effectively 
in the life and work of the Assembly 
 
Interfaith meeting cancelled in the Philippines after country hit Interfaith meeting cancelled in the Philippines after country hit Interfaith meeting cancelled in the Philippines after country hit Interfaith meeting cancelled in the Philippines after country hit 

by a series of crippling typhoonsby a series of crippling typhoonsby a series of crippling typhoonsby a series of crippling typhoons 

   The Philippine government has postponed to an indefinite date next year its 
hosting of the Special Non-Aligned Movement Meeting on Interfaith Dia-
logue and Cooperation for Peace and Development scheduled this December 
here after successive typhoons hit the country. 
   “While we remain committed to the cause of peace through interfaith dia-
logue, our priority now should be the immediate and long term needs of our 
people,” the Department of Foreign Affairs said in a statement announcing 
the postponement. 
   Created after World War II in 1955, NAM is an international organisation of 
states considering themselves not formally aligned with or against any major 
power bloc during the Cold War. 
 

Jain diaspora in UK gets digitalised encyclopaediaJain diaspora in UK gets digitalised encyclopaediaJain diaspora in UK gets digitalised encyclopaediaJain diaspora in UK gets digitalised encyclopaedia    

   More than 4,000 Jain manuscripts, some dating back to the ninth century BC, are 
being immortalised in a digitised encyclopaedia that will be open to the public next 
year.   The manuscripts cover areas like hymns and prayers, accounts of the lives 
of the founders of Jainism, didactic literature, lexicography, poetics, philosophy, 
astrology, karma literature, texts on pilgrimage places and on daily rituals.  Most  
manuscripts have travelled with British officers posted in India who returned after 
Independence 

 
 Winnipeg community’s outreach initiativeWinnipeg community’s outreach initiativeWinnipeg community’s outreach initiativeWinnipeg community’s outreach initiative 
   The Rady Jewish Community Centre, in partnership with several other Winnipeg 
Jewish organisations recently launched an outreach initiative aimed at Jewish adults 
who intermarry.  
   The intent of this initiative is to make these couples continue to feel welcomed, 
comfortable and connected to their community and to their roots.  
   “The objective of the forum is to make sure that we, both as individual organisa-
tions and as a community are responding to interfaith families by listening and 
then making sure we have programs and services that resonate with them," Rady 
JCC executive director, Gayle Waxman explained.  
   "There has been a growing awareness that the institutions in our community 
need to ensure that we are being inclusive." 
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God is good: Joe Hockey  
   In a speech to the Sydney Institute last month 
extolling religious diversity and understanding,  
Shadow Treasurer Joe Hockey renounced the con-
cept that any of the great religions envisage a God 
or a divine force that sanctions the worst failings of 
humanity.  
   “Religion asks of us to become better people - to choose a life of giv-
ing and compassion. This "Golden Rule" is a thread that runs from 
Confucius to Christianity, from Buddhism to Islam,” he said. 
   “For me this is the essential message of all faiths - that we should love 
our neighbour as we love ourselves. As the great Jewish Rabbi Hillel put 
it: "That which is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow." The God of 
my faith is not full of revenge, as the Old Testament would suggest with 
a literal interpretation. The God of my faith does not cause earthquakes 
or tsunamis as acts of retribution. 
   “The Koran does not encourage Muslims to bomb buildings. God 
does not march off to war supporting one nation over another or the 
persecution of those of different creeds and colour. My God does not 
discriminate against women, or favour first born children over others. 
Nor does God support one political party. 
   “All of these things have been claimed as acts of God at various times 
in our history. They provide easy targets for those who argue that relig-
ion causes harm rather than good. However, they are not propositions 
that I believe have any foundation in the mainstream religions. 
   “Australia has embraced religious diversity.  That is why it is disturb-
ing to hear people rail against Muslims and Jews, or Pentecostals and 
Catholics.  
   “Australia must continue, without fear, to embrace diversity of faith  
provided that those gods are loving, compassionate and just.” 
 

Tikkun Olam: a note of  compassion 
    Late last month  Hawthorn (SA) St Columba’s Anglican Church  
resounded to musical sounds of interfaith compassion and care for 
those suffering through natural disasters and human-made catastrophe 
at Tikkun Olam, a concert of music from Jewish and Christian  
traditions. 
   The Hebrew phrase Tikkun Olam is most usually translated as 
“repairing the world”,  as human beings taking their part in working to 
heal the brokenness in the world. 
    Presented by the Council of Christians and Jews of South Australia, 
this interfaith choral and instrumental event included Aboriginal, Jewish 
and Christian music from the ancient to the contemporary. 
   The program featured the magnificent sounds of this year’s Adelaide 
Fringe choral hit Lumina under Anna Pope, former ASO cellist Claire 
Oremland and promising baritone, Robert Edgar .   
   The choral content included the IlluminaSA women’s community 
choir, the Beit Shalom Synagogue and Brougham Place Uniting Church. 
   “With natural disasters filling the headlines and desperate people seek-
ing asylum from persecution, music is one way we can remind ourselves 
of our human capacity for compassion,” said the Council of Christians 
and Jews Jewish Co-chair, Ron Hoenig. 
   Christian co-chair, Rev David Houston commented: Interfaith under-
standing is about expressing respect 
and goodwill, seeking harmony be-
tween different faiths approaching 
God through their own individual 
traditions.    
    “This concert demonstrated the way music can repair the human 
spirit, and inspire us to work together for restoration, peace and justice 
in our broken world.” 
 



———–—————— MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION————————————— 
NB: Fees below apply to NSW. For other States’ membership fees and details, please contact your State branch 
 
 NSW: 2 Powell Retreat, Westleigh, 2120 Tel: 02 9980 8670 email: jimm@uca.org.au  
 SA: 18 Broughton Rd, Glenside 5065 email:: merades@internode.on.net 
 VIC: 326 Church Street, Richmond, Vic 3121Tel/Fax: 03 94d29 5212 e-mail: ccjvic@bigpond.net.au 
 WA: CCJ of Western Australia, PO Box 1469, Booragoon, WA  6954 email: ccjwa@aol.com 
 ACT: 1 Lincoln Place, Chapman ACT 2611 Tel: (02) 6288 6827 email: rothman@netspeed.com.au 
 
 I/WE HEREBY APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE COUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS 

 □Standard member: annual subscription $30.00 □ 3 years membership: $80.00 

 □ Married Couple...annual subscription $45.00 □ 3 years membership: $135.00 

 □ Pensioner Couple: annual subscription $25.00 

 □ Single Pensioner/StudentUnemployed: annual subscription $15.00 

 □ Educational/Institutional/Religious Body: annual subscription $50.00 

 □ 3 year membership: $150.00 (Please indicate appropriate classification as outlined above) 

 □ I enclose cheque □ charge my VISA/Mastercard  

 No:□ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □  expiry .../..... 

 
 NAME...........................................……………………………………............................................................. 
 
 ADDRESS....................................…………………………………………………...…………………...... 
 
. .........…………………POST CODE................TEL……………………EMAIL……………………………… 
 
 SIGNATURE………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Book ReviewBook ReviewBook ReviewBook Review    
Jesus in Beijing:  
How Christianity is transforming China and changing the 

global balance of power  by David Aikman, PhD 
 
This book details the great unreported story of the Chinese giant and its enormously rapid 
conversion to Christianity and what this change means to the global balance of power.   
   It begins with a detailed background of both Protestant and Catholic missionaries to  
China, back to the 600's A.D. when the first Christian Nestorians from what they called the 
"Eastern Church", visited and established themselves in China. 
   Officially, there are now "officially" about 21 million Christians (Protestant and Catholic)  
in China.  However, this figure widely loses confidence, as it doesn't take into account the 
vast network of "house churches" all across China.  This means it is possible that there is 
now close to 80 million Christians in China, and growing rapidly.   
   Chinese Christians believe that they will play a major role in the circumnavigation of the 
teachings of Jesus back to the Middle East.   
   Along the way, an unbelievable (a few years ago) by product, just may be the world being 
witness to Chinese missionaries busting through the "Islamic Wall of Lies" surrounding  
Islamic countries.  
   In 2002, the Communist Party Leader and President Jiang Zeming, was asked at a banquet; 
"Comrade Jeming.  If before leaving office, you could make one decree that you knew would 
be obeyed in China, what would that be?"     
    Jiang put on a broad smile, looked around the room, and said; "I would make Christianity 
the official religion of China.”  


