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Tolerance, not intolerance 











 


“make choices on the side of 
love, not hate; on the side of  

inclusion, not exclusion;  
      tolerance, not intolerance”                 

           Rev. Joseph Lowery 
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 First lady, Michelle Obama and President   
 Barack Obama are joined by Vice President 
 Joe Biden and his wife, Jill Biden seen at a  
 Prayer Service held in the Washington 
 National Cathedral earlier this year. 
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Addressing the 
Western  
Australian CCJ, 
Rabbi Dr Andrew  
Goldstein 


A  CCJ response to the Vatican 
The recent announcement from the 
Vatican of the reinstatement of four 
Bishops excommunicated in 1988 by 
the late Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre 
has created, in the view of well-
meaning interfaith protagonists, a re-
grettably retrograde step on the path 
of bringing together the Christian and 
Jewish faiths throughout the world. 
   That Pope Benedict, without con-
sultation, reports state, included in the 
four a man who is quoted as having 
told a Swedish TV reporter that the 
Jewish numbers cited as having per-
ished in the Holocaust are exagger-
ated and questioned the existence of 
gas chambers at Auschwitz has un-
derstandably caused furore in Jewish 
circles in many parts of the world. 
   The Council of Christians and Jews, 
an organisation which for decades 
has striven for mutual understanding 
and mutual respect each for the other, 
decries the decision and calls for a 
clear condemnation of all Holocaust 
denials and Holocaust deniers.  
   Unless this is forthcoming without 
delay, many of the steps forward on 
the paths of reconciliation to date will 
have been tragically reversed. 
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Royal Assent 
   It is a significant demonstration of the pro-
liferation of faiths within our modern society 
when the British monarchy suggests to its 
Parliament a change of wording in the title of 
the next King. Since Henry VIII's support of 
the Catholic religion earnedhim the approba-
tion of the then Pope Leo X in 1521 who 
agreed he be dubbed, along with his other 
titles, Defender of the Faith. 
   All successive monarchs to the present 
Queen Elizabeth have been so recognised, 
inferring that, as far as the British Isles --- 
and in its heyday, its Empire -- is concerned, 
"the" faith, i.e. the Church of England is the 
one an only one recognised as establish-
ment. In all Coronation ceremonies, the 
wording requires the one being so en-
sconced to defend said faith and by infer-
ence, it and no other.  
   The present Queen's son, the oft maligned 
but in fact reformer of some renown, Prince 
Charles infuriated the Anglican Church more 
than a decade ago when he hinted at the 
need to pay some attention to the conven-
tional, somewhat totalitarian title.  
   He had already then recognised that mod-
ern British society is an amalgam of many 
faiths, not merely "the" faith. That Catholics, 
Jews, Muslims and numerous other faiths 
were today competing for recognition by as 
authoritarian an institution as the monarchy. 
   As the ageing Queen's succession draws 
nearer, Charles has again instigated the 
concept that, by the time he inherits the Win-
dsor succession, Parliament will have 
passed a Constitutional Bill altering the title 
of the monarch to "Defender of Faith"  
   As a reflection of interfaith understanding, 
recognition of such a move, however subtle 
(and likely to be unnoticed by the majority of 
people who pay attention to the role of kings 
and queens in a world wrapt in rapid republi-
canisation) is not without significance. 
   The world has moved on since Henry who 
was used to getting his own way and, hav-
ing broken ties with the Catholic church,  
declared himself head of the Church of Eng-
land. (practical chap that he was, one of his 
first C of E actions was to take over five  
hundred monasteries and selling them to 
officials and businessmen for cash) 
    His ultimate heir, the next in a long line of 
Kings Charles, is equally practical -- if in 
other directions -- by dint of his awareness 
of the many faiths comprising the population 
of the over which he will reign.  
  It is to be fervently hoped they will continue 
to work toward understanding each other 
and respecting each other, in stark contrast, 
let it be said, to many of their forebears. 




                                               Judith Schneider,        
             Executive member, CCJWA Inc 
 




























“The strength of  ‘Nostra 
Aetate’ and ‘Dabru Emet’ 

was in their conceding 
theological differences 
while pronouncing the  
necessity for equality” 









Literal reading of New Testament 
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China and India immediately come to mind 
 







 









 





 
 
A common code of ethics is required 
 
















 
 











Very much up-to-date 
 












“Benedict XVI’s views 
with regard to  

economics and finance 
are very much  

up-to-date” 






 









 


    









Well integrated culture of enterprise 
 




















The distortions produced by unjust systems 
have to be paid for  
  


































“What the fight against 

poverty really needs are 

men and women who live 

in a profoundly fraternal 

way and are able to  

accompany individuals, 

families and communities 

on journeys of authentic 

human development”. 
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President Barack Obama, 
                   in his inaugural address  

Religious diversity marks Obama 
inauguration—From Page 1 











 

    Vatican reinstates ‘No Gas  
    Chambers at Auschwitz’  
    Bishop—From Page 1 
 



















 
  

 





OPINION:   

Kristallnacht -  
        70 years later 
  The proliferation of commemorations 
throughout Australian in 2008, the 
70th anniversary of the November 
1938 catastrophe which befell the 
Jews of Germany and Australia was a 
fitting reflection of the Council's often 
repeated theme "Never Again".  
   Regrettably the world still has to 
witness sporadic outbursts of hate 
and vilification in the form of cemetery 
and building defacements and  
destruction but Australian Christians 
and Jews can derive some degree of  
satisfaction in the awareness by the 
authorities of the activities of people 
capable of such vandalism and  
ignorance.  
   That is not to say that vigilance 
should be lowered or widespread 
publicity not be given to such loutish 
lunacy.  
   A regrettable outcome of this phe-
nomenon is seen in the current effort 
on the part of the NSW Jewish com-
munity to raise some millions of  
dollars to fund even greater security 
measures and infrastructure than is 
currently available to its communal 
buildings. 
  
   Kristallnacht commemoration  
   attracts record audience 
   -  story and pictures on Page 7 

   right:  Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre 

 




















   









  

above: Sr. Marianne Dacy and a group of Sisters of Sion 
who attended and participated in last year’s International 
Council conference in Jerusalem. Dr. Dacy is the author 
of “Let Us Rejoice” (see story and order form, Page 6) 
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 Former Pakistani ambassador to Great Britain 
recently received the  "Heschel-King Award for 
Interfaith Activism" in a King Day Ceremony in 
New York   























Uncertain future 





























Named "the world's leading authority on 
contemporary Islam:Dr. Akbar Ahmed 



















 




        Eduardo Moises Penalver  

















 



























   Choirs and fine instrumentalists hit interfaith high notes of praise   and the celebration of  

  peace entitled Shalom, a concert of songs from the Jewish and Christian traditions. 
    Presented by the South Australia’s Council of Christians and Jews at St.Columba’s  
 Anglican Church, this interfaith choral and instrumental event late last year featured Aborigi-
nal,  Jewish and Christian musicians playing and singing psalms and songs from the ancient  
to the  most contemporary. 
  The instrumental program featured Kaurna musician, Nelson Varcoe(vocal/guitar) Jewish  
 cellist, Claire Oremland and St. Columba’s Church organist, Elaine Horwood. 
   The choral program included choirs from the Beit Shalom Synagogue, The Walford School 
 and Brougham Place Uniting Church. 
   Christian co-chair of the Council of Christians and Jews, Rev David Houston commented: 
 “Interfaith understanding is about seeking harmony between different faiths approaching God 
 through their own individual traditions. 
   “This concert (was) a demonstration of the kind of beautiful sounds we can make when we  
 respect each other’s desire for peace and justice and enjoy the music of each other’s celebra- 
 tions.” 
   The Council Jewish Co-chair Ron Hoenig added: “Our motto is “dialogue, respect and diver 
 sity” and the opportunity for us to take steps towards peace and justice through music will  
help create greater understanding between music lovers of all and no faiths in Adelaide.” 

 
  



 
Order Form Lumino Press 
 
 ORDER : PO Box 1024, Hamilton, QLD 4007  
 
 ABN 89-154-586-840 (GST Reg)  
 
 sales@luminopress.com.au 
 
Qty…………………………………….. 
  
Total……………………………………. 
  
Let Us Rejoice. The Jewish Roots of Christian Feasts. 
Marianne Dacy 
$29.95 
Postage and Handling (see below) 
 
 $   

Total 
To order, print a paper copy of this form. Complete the quantity and price information including postage and  
handling charges. Charges for postal orders: 1 book = $3, 2 books = $5, 3 or more books = $7. Enclose  
cheque/money order with this order. Make cheques payable to “Lumino Press”. Standard discounts and account  
facilities apply for bookseller orders.  
 

 NAME: ………………….……………………………………PHONE: …………...………………. 
 
  
 INSTITUTION /ORGANISATION : ……………………………………………….…………………  
 
 ………….……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
  
 ADDRESS: ……………………………………………………….…………….……………………… 
 
  
 …………………………………………………………………. POST CODE:…………………. 
 























































  
 
Stanlee Stahl of the Jewish Foundation for the 
Righteous, in her New York office with pictures  
of some of those her group has helped.  
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 The 2008 Kristallnacht commemoration, a joint event organized by the NSW 
Council of Christians and Jews, the Emanuel Synagogue and the NSW Jew-
ish Board of Deputies was held at Sydney’s historic Great Synagogue in the 
presence of an audience of some 400. 
  The service was conducted by Great Synagogue’s Chief Minister, Rabbi 
Jeremy Lawrence, and Emanuel Synagogue Chief Minister, Rabbi Jeffrey 
Kammins.  
   The commemoration service was also addressed by prominent Catholic 
author and educator, Dr. Paul O’Shea, CCJNSW President, William Szekely, 
Emanuel Synagogue Director of Education, Sandy Hollis and was concluded 
by the then-newly elected president of the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies, 
Robin Margo SC.  
   A particularly poignant contribution was made in the form of an address by 
the Executive Director of the Australian Goethe Institute, Klaus Krischok. 
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Above: The large audience in Sydney’s historic Great Synagogue. 
 

At right: The indomitable  
and ever-supportive  

Sisters of Mary 
 
 
 
 
 
Below: l to r  
CCJ Executive member, 
George Sternfeld, The 
Emanuel Synagogue’s 
Director of Education, 
Sandy Hollis, Goethe Institute’s Klaus Krischok 

Above (top) Dr. Paul O’Shea (middle) CCJ 
NSW President, William Szekely 
(bottom) NSW Jewish Board of Deputies 
President, Robin Margo SC 
 
 
 
 
Below: A historic meeting of the minds and 
of the religious convictions:  
l to r: Paul O’Shea, Rabbis Jeremy Law-
rence and Jeffrey Kammins 
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*Dr. B. Jill Carroll is an adjunct Associate Professor in Religious Studies at Rice University. 


