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Over 160 participants from 30 
countries world-wide, joined in an 
exploration of ‘The Contribution of 
Jewish-Christian-Muslim Dialogue to 
Peace Building in the Middle East’ in 
a conference centre on the outskirts 
of Jerusalem. From the opening to 
the concluding event and throughout 
the many plenary and workshop 
sessions the thread of two underlying 
issues ran through the conference 
deliberations.  
   They were the fact that while 
religions alone cannot bring about a 
solution, failure to engage the 
religions in the political debate is 
bound to prolong the conflict. In 
addition the conference considered 
the need to comprehend each other's 
narratives of exile; whether the 
ancient, ongoing and profound 
Jewish link between a people and its 
homeland, spiritual centre and land of 
destiny, or the Palestinian one of 
‘Nakba’. 

Australian Council’s strong 
contingent at International 
conference in Jerusalem 

Australian Council Hon. Sec. Sr. Marianne Dacy (2nd from left, front row) organised this 
group picture of delegates to the 2008 International Conference held in Jerusalem. 

included visits to institutes engaged in 
religious based reconciliation work in 
Israel. 
   An innovation were workshop 
outings enabling participants to face the 
realities of prevailing sensitivities as 
well as peace and reconciliation work in 
the country, hardly anything of which is 

ever reported in the international 
meda. The outings enabled 
participants to listen to  different 
narratives, of children and students as 
well as from long-standing inhabitants 
of Jerusalem. 
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   The hijab mixed with Buddhist and 
Muslim robes, the colours of the 
Zoroastrians and those with Yarmulkes on 
their heads, as representatives of the 
world’s main Faiths came to meet with 
Pope Benedict XVI at the historic World 
Youth Day meeting  at Sydney’s St. 
Mary’s  
Cathedral. 
   Welcoming the pontiff on behalf of the 
Jewish community of Sydney, its senior 
minister, Rabbi Jeremy Lawrence spoke of all 
faiths' common concern for the environment 
and for social justice. 
   "For the sake of humanity, we must turn the 
strangers in our neighbours and our neighours 
into friends," Rabbi Lawrence said. 
   "Faith is a teacher, a healer and a wellspring 
of peace," he added. 
   In similar vein were the words of  Sheik 
Mohamadu Saleem, an executive member of 
the Australian Imams Council who said: "Let 
us replace the fundamentalism of hate with 
the fundamentalism of love." 
 
The positives of faith 
   Rabbi Lawrence praised the Vatican for its 
part in helping create a better world after the 
horrors of the Holocaust, insisting that 
Benedict XVI’s meeting with Jewish and 
other faith leaders emphasised his 
“commitment to  

ing of the firm conviction that our 
Christian partners, not only in Israel 
but world-wide have a role to play in 
terms of mutual recognition of the 
narratives. 
 
Workshop outings 
   Guided by the unique experience of 
ou r  co n f e r en c e  h o s t s ,  t h e 
Interreligious Coordinating Council in 
Israel (ICCI), the programme, starting 
w i th  an  in s i gh t fu l  open ing 
presentation by Rabbi David Rosen, a 
former ICCJ president and director of 
interreligious affairs of the American 
Jewish Committee, H.B. Michel 
Sabbah, Emeritus Latin Patriarch of 
Jerusalem and Qadi Muhammad 

Picture: World Youth Day 

our ongoing dialogue”. 
   The Great Synagogue chief minister 
added that through such encounters “the 
positives of faith are emphasised over the 
disagreements. Our shared concerns for 
the environment, for the preservation of 
our climate and biodiversity... 
   “Our reverence for the sanctity of life, 
for the dignity of humankind in the home 
and in the workplace; for social justice, 
freedom from oppression, discrimination”  
   Judaism and Christianity, he pointed out, 
“revere that moment almost 3,500 years 
ago when the people of Israel heard the 
voice of God at Sinai. 
   “There he entrusted us with the mission 
and the message of holy living and the 
celebration of god in all aspects of our 
lives and to share it with the world”. 
 
    MORE ON WORLD YOUTH DAY P.4 
                       AND P.6 

Delegates from Australia were: 
Ehud Bandel, John Cohen, Marianne 
Dacy , Ron Hoenig, Tessa Dawn 
Satherley, Orit Shapiro, Shantal 
Shore and Wilma Viswanathan 



 

   They toured Sydney’s historic Great Synagogue. 
While there they surprised their hosts by singing a 
Jewish prayer. They visited the inner-city B'nai 
B'rith Centre to see its exhibition based on the 
Holocaust. They attended Israeli Harmony Dance 
Workshops organised by the NSW National Council 
of Jewish Women.  
   These were just some of the interdenominational  
activities which the Jewish community of Sydney 
was at pains to present to the pilgrims of World 
Youth Day. 
  As an exercise in interfaith relations it was a once-
off opportunity to show Catholic visitors to Australia 
the vibrancy of and involvement by the Jewish 
community with its denominational neighbours.  
And even the concerns over the Stations of the 
Cross procession planned for Pope Benedict  XVI's 
visit saw Jewish leaders coming away with praise 
for World Youth Day and the interfaith forums held 
as part of the celebrations.  
   (For months leading up to the event, ongoing 
concerns over the march and its possible negative 
portrayal of Jews had become a point of contention 
between the two communities. Talks between the 
church and the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies 
eventually led the church to make some changes  
to the procession.)  
   A Jewish community Youth representative, Judith 
Levitan, who met Pope Benedict and participated in 
an interfaith forum presented by Archbishop  
Michael Fitzgerald during World Youth Day said  
she came away from the event with a “very positive 
experience”.  
   Discussions from the forum were so successful, 
she indicated, that the participating groups which 
included representatives from Jewish, Islamic,  
Buddhist, Catholic and Hindu communities — are in 
talks on the practicalities of starting up a new 
interfaith project. 

   “We must tell the world that differences don’t need to lead to 
disputes,” Saudi Arabia’s King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud told a 
Saudi-sponsored interfaith gathering in Madrid’s El Prado Palace last 
month. 
   The unique conference aimed to bring Muslims, Christians and Jews closer 
together at a time when the world often puts the three faiths at odds. 
   Spain’s King Juan Carlos also attended and told the gathering: "The tragedies we 
have experienced throughout history were not the fault of religion but because of 
the extremism that has been adopted by some followers of all the religions and of  
all political systems. 
    Abdullah exhorted followers of the world's leading faiths to turn away from 
extremism and embrace a spirit of reconciliation, saying  that history's great conflicts 
were not caused by religion itself but by its misinterpretation. 
   The Saudis billed the gathering — which also included Buddhist and Hindu 
participants, as well as practitioners of several Eastern religions — as a strictly 
religious event with no political content. 
 
Rosen an attendee 
   Detractors of the project voiced opinions that Saudi Arabia is hardly appropriate  
a sponsor for such an event, given that the kingdom is considered one of the most 
conservative in its religious policies. 
   In Saudi Arabia however, TV stations screened live coverage of the conference 
and stories appeared on the front pages of several newspapers. 
   Commentators have noted that Abdullah has made reaching out to other faiths a 
hallmark of his rule since taking over the oil-rich kingdom following the death of his 
half brother in 2005. He met with Pope Benedict XVI late last year, the first meeting 
ever between a pope and a reigning Saudi king. 
   The three-day Madrid conference was attended by a number of Jewish religious 
figures, including a former International Council of Christians and Jews president, 
Rabbi David Rosen whose presence was seen as a sign the Saudis are serious about 
reaching out. 
   Rosen, however, was not listed as an Israeli in conference literature, prompting  
officials in the Jewish state to question the extent of the Saudis' commitment. 
   Rosen, who is currently head of inter-religious relations at the American Jewish 
Committee, said the naysayers are missing the point 
 
Significance of the event 
   "What is historic about this is that it is organised by the king of Saudi Arabia," he 
said, adding "To hear the king of Saudi Arabia talk about tolerance, moderation and 
cooperation between the religions and address contemporary challenges is quite 
something. 
   “While the concluding statement was an anticipated pious declaration of all things 
good, it does reflect the expressed Saudi intention to continue this newly embarked 
upon process.  
   “This should not be underestimated; the highest authority in the very heartland of 
Islam has taken a lead in interfaith outreach with the declared intention of 
addressing contemporary challenges and resolving conflict.. 
   “I believe we will look back on the gathering convened in Madrid as a significant 
development, both for the Middle East and for the world at large” Rosen concluded 
   Also attending the opening ceremony were former British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair and American civil rights leader and ex-presidential candidate the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson. 

        

E 

ditorial 

Rabbi Jeremy Lawrence giving the welcoming speech to Pope 
Benedict XVI who was accompanied by the Archbishop of 
Sydney, Cardinal George Pell during the pontiff’s World Youth 
Day meeting with leaders of the NSW Jewish Community. 
They included the president of the NSW Jewish Board of 
Deputies, David Knoll; the chief minister of the Emanuel 
Synagogue, Rabbi Jeffrey Kammins; the president of the 
Executive Council of Australian Jews, Robert Goot; the 
president of the Sydney Jewish Museum, John Landerer, 
Josie Lacey BOD interfaith chair and the national director of 
the Together for Humanity  Foundation, Rabbi Zalman Kastel. 

Saudi Arabia’s King Abdullah  
reaches out to other faiths at  
landmark         conference 



  Robert Sirico is the head of the Acton Institute in the US. This article 
  is an edited extract from the Acton lecture on religion and freedom he  
  recently gave at the Sydney based Centre for Independent Studies. 

 

  The arguments for the unity of freedom  
and unbelief are common cultural currency. 
We are told faith makes us subservient to 
authority. It makes us unwilling to think for 
ourselves, so that we become tribal and  
collectivistic. 
    We don't demand our rights against the state  
because we are always thinking of the next life. 
We turn the other cheek and put up with endless 
abuse from tyrants because we are predisposed to 
suffer.  
  We long to be ruled with an iron hand in the 
same way that we imagine God rules the 
universe.  
  What's more, we are told, religion brings about 
conflict because people argue about tiny points  
of doctrine and end up killing each other over 
them. Or, as Rousseau put it: "Christianity 
preaches only servitude and dependence." 
   
Earthly authority only secondary 
 These views characterise the position of some 
educated people, many of whom have erected 
dogmatic secularism into a religious system of its 
own. Some, such as Richard Dawkins, seem to 
regard contempt of religious belief and believers 
as a mark of higher learning. 
   The core religious claim of the West - in Juda- 
ism and Christianity - is that our loyalties are to 
God first and to earthly authority only 
secondarily. This might not seem to be a 
controversial claim.  
   But it strikes at the ambition of every secular 
ruler to enjoy complete sovereignty. It is certainly 
contradicted by the civic ethos of the ancient 
world, in which state and religion were one. 
   This was why the ancient world so distrusted 
the Jews.  
   They refused to give their first obedience to 
Caesar. They had their own law and their own 
standards of justice. These constituted a sphere 
within the culture that would not and could not 
be finally submerged by the Roman state.  
   One thinks vows to the awesome God who 
takes away the life of princes: he is greatly feared 
by all the kings of the earth." 
 
Distinction between authority and power 
What can we say about a religion that sings such 
songs? It is a safe assumption that such a group 
will not be beloved of the political class. It was 
precisely the Jewish people's unwillingness to give 
total obedience to the state that facilitated their 
cultural marginalisation in much of the ancient 
world. 
   So, too, does Christianity refuse to surrender 
to mind and soul to the state. Buried deep in the   

wholly disappeared," he said. 
   Rousseau further argued that anyone who claimed 
the church was the source of salvation ought to be 
driven out of the civic realm. 
   What is really at issue here is the problem of 
authority. Is there a single source of state authority 
or is there another belonging exclusively to God, 
which claims adherence based on people's internal 
conviction and which is a form of restraint not 
based on external coercion but on interior assent? 
   The claims of the state may or may not coincide 
with the will of God, and what is God's alone may 
be withheld from the state. 
 
Christian appreciation of freedom 
   This idea might not strike us as especially radical 
today, at a time when we consider the distinctions 
between church and state to be an intellectual and 
social given. But the ancient world was different. 
   When Christ drew a sharp line between God and 
the state, suggesting that they are distinct, he was 
developing and refining Jewish thought and 
experience.  
   This would initiate a deep Christian appreciation 
of freedom and evolve into refining Jewish thought 
and experience. This would initiate a deep Christian 
appreciation of freedom. 

Christian mind is the memory that rather than 
submit to Caesar, the holy family fled to Egypt. 
Indeed, some of the most striking words in the 
accounts of Jesus' life occur when he was handed a 
Roman coin with the image of Caesar on it. "To 
whom does this belong?" he asked.  
   His reply draws a distinction between authority 
and power: "Render unto Caesar what is Caesar's, 
and unto God what is God's." 
 

   They had their own law and 
their own standards of justice. 

These constituted a sphere 
within the culture that would 
not and could not be finally 
submerged by the Roman 

state. One thinks vows to the 
awesome God who takes away 
the life of princes: he is greatly 
feared by all the kings of the 

earth." 
 
Here is an assertion of two distinct realms: the 
temporal and the ecclesiastical. In this concept, 
both the law and the civil magistrate are to be 
respected, even prayed for. But at our core, at the 
most fundamental level of our being, within our 
souls and in our moral convictions, as well as 
within our hearts, we are not owned by the state. 
 
When the cross drove out the eagle 
   If the moment arrives when Christians are forced 
to choose, we choose allegiance to God over 
obedience to the civic realm. This allegiance is 
achieved, for Christians, by a free act of our wills 
and is to be proposed, not imposed, to others 
because it is very essence is freedom. 
   It is for this reason that Rousseau, somewhat in 
contradiction to his claim that Christians were 
natural slaves, regarded Christians as bad citizens 
and terrible warriors. 
   "The gospel," he said, "sets up no national 
religion: a holy war is impossible among 
Christians." On this basis, Rousseau asserted that 
Rome's decline was brought about by Christian 
conversion. "When the  cross had driven out the 
eagle, Roman valour 

 RELIGION: A   

 THREAT TO  

 AUTHORITY,  
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        - Robert Sirico 
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   “When you look at the texts of the period and read the scholars who are trying to 
understand the Torah in transition, you begin to realise they are hanging enormous 
amounts of interpretation from single threads of text.    
   “I found myself confronted with being asked to write a history of a period and an 
idea on the basis of actually very little information.  
“We have to use what we understand in the 21st century, our feelings and 
relationships with the material, to kind of unpack it, which is what I’ve tried to do”, 
Rabbi Morgan said. 
   The book’s contributors are Associate Professor James McLaren, who is its editor, 
Uniting Church ethicist Reverend Lorraine Parkinson, New Testament theologian 
Associate Professor David Sim, Great Synagogue emeritus Rabbi Raymond Apple,  
Temple Beth Israel emeritus Rabbi John Levi 
and Rabbi Morgan.    
   “Professor McLaren said of the contents that 
“some [of it is] hard, some pleasant, all of it 
enriching.” 
   He envisages schools and congregations as 
the primary audience, but said the book will 
appeal to anyone with an interest in Jewish-
Christian ties.                                      
                                                  Pratt Foundation chief  
                                                    executive and former  
                                                Australian Jewish News 
                                                       editor, Sam Lipski: 
                                     ”struck by the book’s intensity” 

 “The world had since the 
dark  (Nazi regime) days 
been enriched partly 
through the endeavours “of  
you and your worthy 
predecessors at the 
Vatican”, making specific 
note of  the humanity and 
wisdom of  Pope John 
XXIII and Pope John 
Paul II and of  Nostra 
Aetate – the 1965 
document which sought to 
heal the historic rift 
between Catholicism and  
Judaism.” 

 

    “We must turn  
discussion into deed, 
ideas into action, 
together for 

NSW COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL NSW COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL NSW COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL NSW COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING: SEPTEMBER 17 5.30pmMEETING: SEPTEMBER 17 5.30pmMEETING: SEPTEMBER 17 5.30pmMEETING: SEPTEMBER 17 5.30pm    

 
The AGM will take place at the 
Sydney Mechanics School of Arts 

Theatrette 280 Pitt Street* 
(between Park & Bathurst Streets 
A headline guest speaker will 
keynote the evening.  All 
welcome! 
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World Youth Day: Cont’d 
from Page 1 
 
   The Pope acknowledged that some 
have come to “consider religion as a 
cause of division rather than a force for 
unity" and urged religious leaders to join 
forces against those who use faith to 
divide. Rabbi Lawrence, for his part 
stressed a need for further co-operation. 
  “We must celebrate the pioneers and the 
programs who bring children of different 
backgrounds together and embark on 
shared projects of care and welfare; in the 
classroom, the Sunday school and the 
youth movements; who turn stereotypes 
of Jews, Christians and Moslems into 
human beings into friends and partners in 
a shared global village.  
   “We must turn discussion into deed, 
ideas into action, together for humanity,” 
he told the gathered denominational 
representatives.  
   ”Religion is the way that humanity must 
come to understand that personal 
fulfillment does not lie with "selfish 
gratification of ephemeral desires", he 
added. 
   "[Religions] teach people that authentic 
service requires sacrifice and self-
discipline, which in turn must be 

and a moderate use of the world's goods. 
   "In this way, men and women are led to regard  
the environment as a marvel to be pondered and 
respect-ted rather than a commodity for  mere 
consumption”. 

Peter Kohn examines a new CCJ 
publication “Judaism in early 
Christian times”(originally published in  Australian Jewish News) 

Collaboration between six Australian Jewish and Christian 
theologians has produced a compact history of Judaism at the dawn 
of the previous millennium, when Jewish sages faced the challenge 
of 
 nascent Christianity. 
   The book, Judaism In Transition 175BCE-150CE, published with the 
support of the Council of Christians and Jews (CCJ) Victoria, was 
launched earlier this year at Monash University, Caulfield, by Pratt 
Foundation chief executive Sam Lipski and Melbourne Catholic priest, 
Father Francis Moloney. 
   Subjects covered include Jewish literature of the period, Torah in 
transition, Jews and foreign rule, worship, hopes about the future and 
Jewish attitudes to gentiles in the first century. 
   Lipski said he was struck by the book’s intensity. He said: “All these 
heroes -– Hillel, Shammai, Yochanan ben Zachai, Philo, Bar Kochba -– 
march through the book. Because it’s manageable, because you can sit  
 

“Over most of their common history Judaism and  
Christianity held entrenched positions and rejected each 

other’s legitimacy but the period with which the book deals 
was a time of greater flexibility”. 

 
down and read it and go back and read it again, I think you get a sense of 
the period”, he stated., adding that he hoped the next publication from the 
CCJ will be about Christianity in transition. 
    
Collaborative work 
   Father Moloney, who made headlines last year with his book, The 
Gospel According To Judas, which he co-wrote with high-profile British 
author Jeffrey Archer, suggesting a new approach to Judas in Christian 
theology, said Judaism In Transition is a milestone work. 
   “Over most of their common history Judaism and Christianity held 
entrenched positions and rejected each other’s legitimacy but the period 
with which the book deals was a time of greater flexibility. 
   “The book is a sign that the fluid and the familiar of Judaism and 
Christianity of that time are possible today”’ he said of the collaborative 
work and that of the CCJ in general. 
   One of the book’s contributors, Temple Beth Israel’s Rabbi Fred 
Morgan,  referring specifically to the preparation of his essay on Torah 



Continued from Page 1 
 
In situ workshops included “A Christian view of the 
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict – as a challenge and an 
opportunity for Jewish-Christian dialogue; 
The Arab Christians as a double minority and 
potential bridge between the Palestinian Muslim 
minorities; and the Israeli majority; “Humanistic 
Lessons 
 from the Holocaust as a departure point for Jewish-
Arab dialogue” and “Teaching an introduction to 
Judaism in the Palestinian context” as well as topics 
Covering the teaching of Islam to Jews, and Judaism 
to Muslims and how the media cover the religious 
dimension of the conflict;. 
   The conference had been preceded by a well 
attended women's conference on the contribution of 
women to the peace process (see story this page) 
   In his opening speech Fr John Pawlikowski, the ICCJ 
President emphasised that the theme of the conference 
was vital for the future of Israel. Peace is tied to Jewish/
Christian/Muslim dialogue, the heart to heart coming 
together for peace. It is hoped that the participants will 
become agents for dialogue and reconciliation throughout 
the world. In his speech,  Rabbi David Rosen said that 
Jewish/Christian/Muslim dialogue is more of a wish that  
a reality and these encounters are marginal to 90% of the 
inhabitants of this region.  It is marginal also to the 
religious mainstream. The idea that you can be enriched is 
beyond the majority of institutional religious leadership.  

 
  New ICCJ Executive Board  
 elected following Conference 
   Immediately following the 2008 conference, the ICCJ 

annual general meeting took place in Jerusalem.  

   The most important item on the agenda: the election of 

the Executive Board for the next three years. In only one 

ballot the complete board of seven members was elected. 

    
Upcoming International Council eventsUpcoming International Council eventsUpcoming International Council eventsUpcoming International Council events    
 
October 26-28, 2008.  
A conference co-hosted by the Faculty of Theology of the Fribourg University will prepare the ICCJ document  
on the future of Jewish-Christian dialogue to be published during the 2009 annual meeting in Germany.  
 
End of May 2009  ICCJ seminar in Jerusalem on the interreligious dialogue in the context of the Middle East  
conflict. 
 
July 5-July 8 2009 is the expected date for the 2009 ICCJ conference to be held in Berlin, Germany. The project  
on re-assessment of Jewish-Christian dialogue and its future will be central during the 2009 annual conference. 

 

-5- 

    Some 50 women from Israel and different parts of the world  met in 
Jerusalem before the start of the ICCJ conference.  Over the course of 
seven hours the group exchanged views on the role of women in peace 
building.  
   This included a panel discussion moderated by by Sarah Berstein, from the 
Israel Interfaith Commission (ICCI). Nadia Harhash, a Palestinian Peace 
Activist, Wilma Viswanathan, of the Uniting Church Interfaith Group in 
Australia and Rabbi Amy Eilberg, from the Jay Philips Center for Jewish-
Christian Learning addressed the group in turn. We asked the question:" Is there 
a specific contribution women bring? Are women more peace builders than 
men?"   
    
Attuned to others 
Rabbi Amy Eilberg, who was the first woman ordained a rabbi by the 
Conservative Movement, shared on her work of  listening to people in pain and 
at times of illness, and in her work of counselling.  She experienced a dramatic 
call to peace making after 2000 and felt that the best way to work at bringing 
Jews, Christians and Muslims 
together was by listening and being 
attuned to others. Precisely 
because women still suffer 
discrimination and marginalization, 
they can take that gift to peace 
making.  
   Wilma Viswanathan cited the 
Hindu greeting: "I salute the divine 
in you." What motivates us should 
be love without limit and without 
end, to bring about forgiveness and healing. In inter-religious  
dialogue we find that true friend. Women are able to discuss, ask questions and 
to listen. At grassroots levels we are in the forefront of peace building.   
 
Working group 
   Nadia Harhash  said that as a Muslim and a woman, she had suffered pain, 
suppression and injustice. Women were the victims of history. There was the 
dilemma of preserving culture and modernization, and being trapped within a 
patriarchal system. Women need to be liberated from being so submissive. 
Women are being denied basic rights.  Women need to be listeners, but need to 
get rid of much pain  inside of themselves in order to be peacemakers. How can 
one sustain hope in peace building in this conflict that prevents it? How does 
one continue to live as one is supposed to live?  
   The reports and open discussion helped us to make several resolutions. It was 
thought that a good idea would be to arrange for a group of women to travel 
together to Christian and Muslim sites.  It was decided that a small working 
group would formulate a prayer for peace that could be used round the world in 

at left  l to r  First Vice-President: Rabbi Ehud Bandel, Treasurer: Dr Abi 

Pitum, President : Dr Debbie Weissman, Executive members: Mrs Gunnel 

Borgegard, Rabbi Dr Andrew Goldstein and Mr David  

Gifford. (Second Vice-President Dr. Phil Cunningham unfortunately could not 

attend the conference) 

 Jerusalem Women's Conference -  
 the contribution of  women to peace 
 building in the Middle East  Marianne Dacy  



AROUND THE WORLD 

Iraqi Christians fight back 
   Iraqi’s Christians have taken up arms and formed militias in a desperate 
effort to defend their beleaguered communities from Islamic extremists. In 
the five years sine the Anglo-American coalition invasion, murders and 
abductions have forced about half of the 800,000 Christians who once lived 
in Iraq to flee the country. 
   Checkpoints manned by civilians with heave machine guns and rifles have 
received official backing in Christian villages on the Ninevah plain in 
northern Iraq where their presence dates back to the missions of St. Thomas 
the Apostle. Politicians in the local capital of Mosul had prevented the 
Christians forming local militias equipped and armed by the Coalition, even 
though militias have dramatically reduced violence elsewhere in Iraq. 
   These objections have now been dropped and the patrols have already had 
an impact. New buildings are going up in Christian areas and there is a 
renewed willingness to resist the demands of Muslim radicals. Christian 
clerics have questioned the imposition by the ruling tribes of sanctions 
against Christians for not fasting in Ramadan and demanding that Christian 
women cover their faces. 
 

Anglican group seeks full communion with Rome 
   The Traditional Anglican Communion, 400,000 laity and clergy separate 
from the Anglican Church, has drawn up detailed plans on how to come into 
full communion with the Holy See, according to a report in the US National 
Catholic Register on 24 December. After 12 years of consultations, both 
internally and informally with the Vatican, the group - with the help of a 
Catholic layman - is preparing a "Pastoral Plan" asking the Vatican for an 
"Anglican Rite Church" that would preserve their Anglican heritage while 
allowing them to be "visibly united" with Rome.  
   The Traditional Anglican Communion's worldwide Primate, Archbishop 
John Hepworth, hoped the group's College of Bishops would approve the 
plan at a possible Synod in Rome. The church's members are so far 
reportedly unanimous in their desire for full communion. If formally agreed, 
the proposal would then be presented to Vatican officials. If Rome approves,  
the Traditional Anglican Communion, a worldwide ecclesial body based in 
Australia, could become the largest Anglican assembly to return to the 
Church since the Reformation. In a statement released in 2005, Archbishop 
Hepworth, a former Catholic priest, said the denomination had "no doctrinal 
differences with Rome" that impeded full communion. "My broad vision is 
to see the end of the Reformation of the 16th century," he said. 
 

Poll shows religious freedom crucial Foreign Policy i ssue  
More than half of Christians in America believe religious freedom 
should be a high priority in crafting U.S. foreign policy, according to a 
recent Wilson Research Strategies survey commissioned by Open Doors 
USA. 
"The persecution of Christians in the world today is on the rise, with an 
estimated 100 million suffering some sort of repression and even death 
for their faith," said Carl Moeller, president and chief executive officer 
of Open Doors USA, a Christian ministry that has served persecuted 
Christians around the world for more than 50 years. "Open Doors 
commissioned this study to try to understand what Christians in 
America feel about religious freedom. Clearly, it is a priority." 
   Fifty-four percent of U.S. Christians polled consider religious freedom 
an important issue in making U.S. foreign policy, according to the 
survey. This is an especially high priority with those who attend church 
most frequently (60 percent), compared with those Christians who never 
attend (40 percent). 
   The study shows that 96 percent of respondents believe strongly that 
religious freedom is a basic human right, and that more than eight out of 
ten believe it is a very important basic right. Those who feel most 
strongly about the issue are women who frequently attend church. 
Ninety-one percent believe it is a very important issue. 
   "The findings of this study demonstrate that senators McCain and 
Obama must address the issue of religious freedom in their foreign 
policy positions if they are intent on winning the vote of faithful 
Christians,”  said Moeller. 
   Of special interest is the finding that 98 percent of frequent listeners 
to Christian radio believe strongly that religious freedom is a basic  
human right. 
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Ukrainian president wants national church 
 The Ukrainian president on Saturday asked the world's Orthodox spiritual 
leader to bless the creation of a Ukrainian church that would be independent 
of the powerful Moscow patriarchate. 
   The request to Bartholomew I of Constantinople is part of Viktor 
Yushchenko's drive to assert Ukraine's independence and shake off centuries 
of Russian influence. It is certain to anger the Russian Orthodox church, 
which is trying to maintain its influence over this Orthodox country of 46 
million. 
   “I believe that, as if by the gift of God, as a historical truth and justice, a 
national self-governing church will be established in Ukraine,” Yushchenko 
said at the start of a prayer service marking the 1,020th anniversary of 
Ukraine's and Russia's conversion to Christianity. 

 

Indigenous Christians gather in Hilo 

Indigenous Christians from around the Pacific who recently gathered in Hilo 
for the "All Pacific Prayer Assembly," the first such gathering in Hawaii. The 
movement started in 1991 as the South Pacific Prayer Assembly in Hohniara, 
Solomon Islands, the gathering has assembled at various location throughout 
the Pacific, including Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Tonga, Samoa, Vanuatu, New 
Zealand and Australia. People from those nations were represented during the 
gathering, as well as Christians from Rarotonga, Niue, New Caledonia, Tahiti  
   The purpose is to unite Christians of all denomination, tribes and tongues 
located in the "farthest ends of the earth" back to the epicentre of Christianity 
in Jerusalem. Last year, more then 5,ooo people attended...  

 
“God Forgive Us”  
   Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu recently led pleas for repentance, 
reconciliation and forgiveness following outbreaks of xenophobic attacks 
by some South Africans on refugees coming from Zimbabwe and 
elsewhere in Africa. 
   At a Christian service with multi-faith participation at St John's College 
in Johannesburg earlier this week, the Nobel Peace Laureate asked for 
forgiveness and repentance among those involved in violence, and 
stressed the practical commitment of the churches, notably his own  
Anglican one, to repair the fractured relationships and lives. 
   "The diocese of Johannesburg called together its people and said we 
need to repent and so that was a service to repent in which we confessed 
our sin of Xenophobia and they are saying we won’t tolerate this and we 
want to tell those who have been victims that we are sorry and we pray 
that we will not repeat what we did," said Archbishop Tutu. 
   Dr Tutu also mentioned that South Africans were welcomed as exiles, 
refugees and as freedom fighters in African lands and wondered if people 
could have forgotten so soon. He reminded South Africans that they 
were once held in high esteem, particularly for their forgiving and 
reconciling behaviour post-Apartheid. 
   He questioned the direction of the nation in relation to the level of 
crime and an accepted trend of leadership without responsibility, referring 
to recent controversial utterances by some leaders. 
   Archbishop Tutu stressed it was important that South Africans roll out 
the welcome mat for their African neighbours, adding that this was a 
human duty, but also a Christian one. 

 
Archbishop of Canterbury calls for help for world's  poor 
   Dr Rowan Williams, spiritual head of the world's 78 million Anglicans, 
today called on wealthy governments to fulfil their promises on aid, trade 
and development or see the world's poor continue to suffer disease, 
starvation and death. The call came at the end of a procession of 1,000 
faith leaders and bishops from central London to Lambeth Palace. 
   The archbishop said that there was a "genuine opportunity" to halve 
poverty by 2015 - the slogan on the placards distributed throughout the 
march, which was headed by a banner proclaiming "Keep the promise". 
   In a letter to 10 Downing Street, the archbishop declared: "In our 
human family the continuing consequence of failure is the death of 
millions of women and children from childbirth and preventable 
childhood  
diseases. Millions more have hopes for sustainable life diminished  
because of poverty-fuelled conflict, lack of education and gender 
inequality, all of which undermine a new generation's liberation from 
HIV," it continued. 
 

 



Clancy re-elected Chair 

of Victorian Council    
   At its recent  
Annual General  
Meeting, for 2008 the  
Victorian Council of  
Christians and Jews  
re-elected as its chair- 
man long serving  
William Clancy AM. 
 The new Executive  
also elected at the 
Annual General  
Meeting consists of: 
Professor Anthony  
Bailey, Rabbi Ehud Bandel, Rev'd Peter Bentley,  
Dr Philip Bliss, Messrs. William Clancy, John 
Cohen, Fr Paul Duffy, Rabbi Ralph Genende,  
Mrs Penny Jacobovits, Dr Jack Opie, Dr Morna 
Sturrock. 
Life Members: 
Rev'd Prof Robt. Anderson, Messrs. Ben-Meir  
Gad, Michael Cohen, Rev'd George Grant, The 
Hon. Wm. Kaye, Rabbi Dr. John Levi 

Co-chair challenges the SA 

CCJ on Religious Diversity 
 
   In a recent address to the South Australian 
2008 AGM, its co-chair, Rev. David Houston  
challenged the Australian Council to tackle the 
question of how religion relates to State issues.  
   He cited the New Zealand Statement on Religious 
Diversity which he said has begun a significant 
journey in a very short space of time with the help of 
the New Zealand Government and the Human 
Rights Commission.  
   “We know New Zealand is smaller than Australia 
but it significant that key people in the Government 
and the NZ HRC believed the project and its goals 
were important enough to actively assist its 
progress,” he said. 
 
8 point Statement 
   Its  eight point statement provides a framework for 
the recognition of New Zealand's diverse faith 
communities and their harmonious interaction with 
each other, with government and with other groups 
in society.” This is set out under the heading of 
The State and Religion. 
   “The State seeks to treat all faith communities and 
those who profess no religion equally before the 
law.  New Zealand has no official or established 
religion. 
   “The Right to Religion. New Zealand upholds the 
right to freedom of religion and belief and the right 
to freedom from discrimination on the grounds of 
religious or other belief. 
   “The Right to Safety. Faith communities and their 
members have a right to safety and security. 
   “The Right to Freedom of Expression. The right to 
freedom of expression and freedom of the media are 
vital for democracy but should be exercised with 
responsibility. 
“   Recognition and Accommodation. Reasonable 
steps should be taken in education and work 
environments and in the delivery of public services to 
recognise and accommodate diverse religious beliefs 
and practices. 
   “Education. Schools should teach an understanding 
of different religious and spiritual traditions in a 
manner that reflects the diversity of their national 
and local community. 
 
Project for Australia? 
   “Religious Differences. Debate and disagreement 
about religious beliefs will occur but must be 
exercised within the rule of law and without resort to 
violence. 
   “Cooperation and Understanding. Government 
and faith communities have a responsibility to build 
and maintain positive relationships with each other, 
and to promote mutual respect and understanding” 
   Could we, through the 
national CCJ and the wider 
inter-faith community be the 
catalyst group for a project like 
this in Australia?. Rev. 
Houston asked. He recalled 
the 2007 Sydney International 
Conference which he said 
“certainly challenged all 
representatives attending to 
continue in their commitment 
to inter-faith dialogue.  
   “I am sure it is true - that 
when different religious faiths and cultures work 
together,” he added 
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   The oldest surviving copy of the New  
Testament, a 4th century version that had its  
Gospels and epistles spread across the world, 
is being made whole again — online. 
   The British Library says the full text of the 
Codex Sinaiticus will be available to Web users by 
next July, digitally reconnecting parts that are held 
in Britain, Russia, Germany and a monastery in 
Egypt's Sinai Desert. 
   A preview of the Codex, which also has some 
parts of the Old Testament, will hit the Web on 
Thursday — the Book of Psalms and the Gospel 
of Mark. 
   "Only a few people have ever had the 
opportunity to see more than a couple of pages of 
the (Codex)," said Scot McKendrick, the British  
Library's head of Western manuscripts. The Web 
site will give everyone access to a "unique 
treasure," he said. 
   Discovered at the Monastery of Saint Catherine 
at Mount Sinai by German Bible scholar 
Constantine Tischendorf in the mid-19th century, 
much of the Codex eventually wound up in 
Russia — just how exactly the British Library 
won't say, citing lingering sensitivity over the 
circumstances surrounding its removal from the 
monastery.      
 
  “The Web site will give everyone    
     access to a "unique treasure"  
 
   The British Library bought 347 pages from 
Soviet authorities in 1933. Forty-three pages are  
at the University Library in Leipzig, Germany, 
and six fragments are at the National Library of 
Russia in St. Petersburg. And in 1975, monks 
stumbled on 12 more pages and 40 fragments 
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   Biblical scholars are thrilled at the news that the 
Codex Sinaiticus — divided since Tischendorf's 
trip to the monastery in 1844 — is finally being 
put back together, albeit virtually. 
 

"You could do in two seconds what 
   would take hours and hours of  
     flicking through the leaves." 
 
   In the past, anyone wishing to examine the 
document first hand would have had to approach 
the British Library "on bended knee," said 
Christopher Tuckett, a professor of New 
Testament studies at Oxford University. 
   "To have it available just at the click of a button 
is fantastic," he said. "You could do in two 
seconds what would take hours and hours of 
flicking through the leaves." 
   Handwritten in Greek more than 1,600 years 
ago — it isn't exactly clear where — the surviving 
400 pages carry a version of the New Testament 
that has a few interesting differences from the 

Bible which is in general use by Christians today. 
   The Gospel of Mark ends abruptly after Jesus' 
disciples discover his empty tomb, for example. 
Mark's last line has them leaving in fear. 
   "It cuts out the post-resurrection stories," said 
Juan Garces, curator of the Codex Sinaiticus  
Project. "That's a very odd way of ending a  
Gospel." 
   James Davila, a professor of early Jewish studies 
at St. Andrews University in Scotland, said the 
Codex also includes religious works foreign to the 
Roman Catholic and Protestant canons — such 
as the "Epistle of Barnabas" and the "Shepherd  
of Hermas," a book packed with visions and  
parables. 

Scholars plan to reunite ancient Bible — online 

Patrons 
The Rev. Don Hopwood (Christian Community) 
Lynette Ninio (Jewish Community) 
Co-Chairs 
The Rev. David Houston (Christian) Ron Hoenig 
(Jewish) 
Hon. Secretary: Dawn Colsey 
Hon. Treasurer: Merrilyn Ades 
Council Representatives: 
Dr. Vicky Balabanski, Enid Boothby, 
Geraldine Hawkes, Ron Hoenig, 
Rev. David Houston, Sr. Mary Matthew 
Rev. Margaret Polkinhorne, Trevor, 
Schaefer, Dr. Stephen Spence, 
Fr. Dr. Michael Trainor, Cydney Wadewitz, 
Graham Wadewitz, Lennis Wells, 
Dr. Mark Worthing. 

The South Australian Council of Christians and 
Jews has a unique structure in that its Executive 
is comprised of dual Office holders from both the 
Christian and Jewish faiths. Its current Executive 
structure is: 

Rev. David Houston 
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   My parents, old NAACP activists, live in front of CNN, and back in April, I 
happened to be with them in Indianapolis the week before the Indiana primary, 
when the Reverend Jeremiah Wright controversy returned to embarrass Senator 
Barack Obama's campaign. To my mother, passionately pro-Obama, nothing 
justified what she saw as Wright's weekend of self-promotion: his speech to the 
Detroit NAACP and his performance at the National Press Club. "He's 
clowning for the white folks," she said. 
   My father, ferociously pro-Clinton because he doesn't 
believe that even a moderate black man can be elected 
president in such a racist society, said that Obama had been 
wrong to repudiate his pastor. He should have stood by him 
in his North Carolina press conference as he had in his 
Philadelphia speech when he refused to strip Wright of his 
historical context as a man who "contains within him the 
contradictions...of the [black] community." Black people 
wouldn't like it, because they always took their pastor's side. 
My mother countered that, on the contrary, black 
congregations were forever dumping their  
pastors. I wondered how much of this kind of back and forth was going on in 
black homes across the country.  
   My parents did agree, however, that because of the Wright story the Supreme 
Court's decision to uphold Indiana's law requiring voters to have valid photo 
identification was not being debated enough. 
   To see Obama in Philadelphia, reasoning with the American public, was to be 
struck yet again by what a different atmosphere he would bring to the White 
House. He criticised the views of his former pastor that "offend white and black 

America. alike."  
   Wright had expressed a distorted view of America, one that "sees white that 
we know is right with America. 
 The black church is central to the grassroots and even the secular civil rights 
movements, and secular leaders who had no interest in religion were 
nevertheless very much influenced by the black church's emphasis on the 

redemptive power of suffering and what the American historian 
Wilson Jeremiah Moses has called the "social gospel of perfectionism 
that presumes change to be progressive, inevitable, and divinely 
inspired."[4] This is the legacy Obama claims through his mother, just 
as through his father he lays claim to another American tradition, the 
opening to people from different national and ethnic backgrounds.  
   Once again, Obama's biography contains a reversal of expectation: 
he gets his connection to black American history through his white 
mother and his links to Americans born of foreign parents through 
his black father 
   In May of this year, Obama was back in Indianapolis, at an evening 
rally of 21,000 on the War Memorial Plaza where, more than forty 

years earlier, my parents had taken my sisters and me to our first march for 
equal rights. The stern white spectators had outnumbered us.  
   The civil rights era may have changed language about race, yet, as Ronald 
Dworkin says, because of the Roberts Court, at no time has the threat to 
decades of legal precedent been greater. The Lincoln whom Obama admires in 
The Audacity of Hope was not an abolitionist but, faced with a decision, made the 
correct one, however reluctantly, and then used this reluctance to bring the 
Union with him. A just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again. 

Obama & the Black Church  By Darryl Pinckney 

Book        Review 


