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International Council elects  
its first woman  president at 
2008 Jerusalem Conference 

Stop Press 
The governing body of the Anglican Church in Britain voted last week  to  

approve the appointment of women as bishops, a step that appeared to risk a 

schism in the church in its historic homeland. General Synod of the Church of 

England  voted by comfortable margins within each of the synod’s three 

houses — bishops, clergy and laity  in the face of bitter opposition from  

traditionalists. 

interfaith dialogue and the religious peace   
faith dialogue and the religious peace   

movement., Weissman  has 
become heavily involved in 
interfaith teaching and  
dialogue on a local and inter-
national level.  
   Born in New York City, 
Debbie settled in Israel in 
1972. Her Ph.D. is from the 
Hebrew University on the 
social history of Jewish 
women's education.  
   She is one of the founding 
members of Kehillat Yedidya, 
an Orthodox synagogue in 

Jerusalem's Bak'a neighborhood which 
integrates Halacha (Jewish religious law) 
with feminism, tolerance and pluralism.  
    An internationally sought after speaker 
and educationalist, Dr. Weissman is also 
a member of the Mandel Leadership  
Institute of Jerusalem. 
    Her vice presidents for the coming year 
will be Rabbi Ehud Bandel of  Melbourne 
and the Executive Director of the Centre 
for Christian-Jewish Learning and  Adjunct 
Professor of Theology at Boston College, 
Dr. Philip Cunningham.  

T 
his year’s annual conference 
of the   International Coun-
cil of Christians 
and Jews  in Jeru-

salem elected Dr. Deborah 
Weissman its next interna-
tional president, succeeding 
long serving Dr. John 
Pawlikowski.   
   Debbie Weissman who was a 
speaker and active participant 
in the Sydney conference last 
year is a Jewish educator and 
interfaith activist based in Jeru-
salem. 
   She has lived in Israel since 
1972 and has held a number of important 
positions including those of director of a 
teacher training institute for Israeli high-
school teachers; lecturer at the Hebrew 
University, primarily in the Melton  
Centre Library for Jewish Education and 
the School for Overseas Students, and an 
education officer in the Israel Defense 
Forces. 
   She is currently co-chair of the Inter-
religious Coordinating Council in Israel 
and a director of the Kerem Institute for 
Teacher Training in Jerusalem.  
   A long-time Jewish educator dealing  in 

Strong Australian con-

tingent at International  

Conference - Page 5 

Professorship for Rabbi Levi 
 
   Interfaith leader and one of the founders of the 
Victorian Council of Christians and Jews (and 
later, the Australian Council , of which he is a 
patron), Rabbi John Levi has been awarded a 
professorship at the Australian Catholic Univer-
sity (ACU), a post he indicated he will use to 
"build even stronger bonds between the Univer-
sity and the Australian Jewish community. 
   The appointment was a joint one with leading 
inter-religious scholar, Dr Daniel Madigan as adjunct professors to 
the Asia-Pacific Centre for Inter-religious Dialogue based in Mel-
bourne. 
   "We are proud to welcome Rabbi Levi and Dr Madigan to ACU 
National," pro-vice-chancellor Professor Gabrielle McMullen said. 
   "Rabbi Levi's background in community leadership and Dr Madi-
gan's expertise in inter-religious dialogue will allow ACU National to 
develop further co-operative inter-faith projects and stimulate con-
tinuing  research," he added. 
   Dr Madigan was founding director of the Institute for the Study of 
Religions and Cultures at the Pontifical Gregorian University in 
Rome, where he taught Islamic studies and inter-religious dialogue. 
   A widely published specialist on the Koran, he advises  
the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue on religious rela-
tions with Muslims, from his base at Georgetown University in 
Washington DC. 
   The ACU is Australia's only Catholic, national, publicly funded 
university. 

 Archbishops appeal to UN Secretary General for Zimbabwe solution 
   The Archbishop of Canterbury and the Archbishop Cape Town have 
appealed  to United Nations Secretary General,  Ban Ki-moon express-
ing their grave concern about the increasing violence of what appears 
to be a sustained campaign against the Anglican Church in Zimbabwe. 
  Sunday services were disrupted and worshippers beaten or prevented from 
attending church by security and police force attacks on churches across Ha-
rare diocese, the Archbishops stated. “Harassment and intimidation is their 
daily bread and there is a continuing failure to enforce court orders permitting 
Anglicans to worship in their Cathedral church in Harare and other parishes,” 
they said. 
   “This is a clear violation of Article 18 of the UN Charter on Human Rights 
which expressly gives people the right to worship and freedom of thought- 
quite apart from the other fundamental human rights, the right to assemble and 
speak and take part in free and fair elections, which are daily denied to the 
Zimbabwean people.  

   “Given this political climate of fear and now the intimidation of our 
Anglican brothers and sisters, especially in Harare, we are concerned to know 
what the UN security council and SADC 
(Southern African Development Community) 
regional leaders are doing to defend Mothers' 
Union meetings at churches and prevent people 
being torn away from altar rails on the orders 
of ruling party or state officials.  
 
Effective mediation 
   “We plead once more for immediate high 
level SADC and UN mediation and monitoring 
to ensure a free and fair presidential run-off, 
and the protection of its citizens from state-
organised violence.  
   “This is not simply a matter of vote rigging: 
the events of the last ten days have sharpened 
everyone’s concern, as we hear of murderous 
attacks on legitimate political activists and now 
also brutality towards men, women and chil-
dren meeting for Christian worship. 
  “We urge increased international pressure and effective mediation to prevent 
further suffering.” 

           United Nations                                                                                                    
         Secretary General,                                                                                                
               Ban Ki-moon  
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Council's Hebrew Medal presented 
in glittering University ceremony 
- Marianne Dacy was there for CCJ 

E 
arlier this year the graduation 
ceremony at Sydney University 
saw 400 students graduated from 
the Sydney College of Divinity in 

a glittering ceremony in the University's his-
toric Great Hall.   
   A decade ago the NSW Council of Chris-
tians and Jews awarded the first annual medal 
for excellence in Biblical Hebrew to the  
student who obtained the best results in 
Biblical Hebrew in the Bachelor of Theology 
degree.  
   That year the student to whom the medal 
was presented was Jacqueline Grey from 
Southern Cross College who subsequently 
went on to a doctorate  in Biblical Hebrew 
and for the last six years has been teaching at 
Southern Cross College.   
   This year’s prize winner was Frances 
Therese Drum from the Catholic Institute of 
Sydney, which has produced several prize 
winners over the years, some of whom were 
taught by Fr Joe Sobb, the immediate past 
President of the New South Wales Council 
of Christians and Jews. 
  
13 institutions 
   The Sydney College of Divinity is a  
national ecumenical federation of theological 
colleges working together to provide the high 
standards of education in theology, ministry 
and related disciplines. It is comprised of 
thirteen member institutions which included 
the Booth Salvation Army College, the 
Catholic Institute of Sydney, St Andrew’s 
Greek Orthodox Theological College and the 
Southern Cross College, as well as and four 
affiliated institutions that include the Catho-
lic University.  
   Formed in 1983, the Sydney College of 
Divinity began as a consortium of theological 
colleges in Sydney. Further development has 
seen the College reach beyond the Sydney 
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Amy-Jill Levine and Jay Geller at Mandelbaum 
Two lectures on Judaism, Jesus, and Jewish-Christian Relations later this month are being  
presented at Sydney's Mandelbaum House by  E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Professor of 
New Testament Studies, Divinity School and Graduate Department of Religion, Vanderbilt 
University, Professor Amy-Jill Levine and Assistant Professor of Modern Jewish Culture, 
Divinity School and Department of Religious Studies, Vanderbilt University 
Dr. Jay Geller 
 
Sunday July 20, 7.30pm 
Is the New Testament Anti-Jewish? 
Amy-Jill Levine is a self-described "Yankee Jewish feminist who teaches in a predominantly 
Protestant divinity school in the buckle of the U.S. Bible Belt."  A member of an Orthodox 
synagogue who also once wanted to be the Pope, Levine combines historical-critical rigor, liter-
ary-critical sensitivity, and a frequent dash of humour with a commitment to eliminating anti-
Jewish, sexist, and homophobic theologies.  Her most recent publications include The Misunder-
stood Jew: The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus, and the edited collection, The Historical Jesus 
in Context. 
 
Sunday July 27, 7.30pm  
Anti-Semitism: What Would Freud Say Today? 
Jay Geller has recently published On Freud's Jewish Body: Mitigating Circumcisions and is completing 
its companion volume Persistent Contact: Modernity & the Embodiment of Jewish Identity, on the work 
of, among others, Rahel Levin Varnhagen, Karl Marx, Walter Benjamin, and the readers of 
Baruch Spinoza.$10 or $5 concession/member/student per lecture (including refreshments) 
 
Professor Levine and Assistant Professor Geller are jointly sponsored by 
The Mandelbaum Trust and Monash University Australian Centre for Jewish Civilisation 

 

 RELIGION, POLITICS & CLIMATE CHANGE 
 
In past elections, voting guides for Catholics, written 
from both ends of the political spectrum, have focused 
on hot-button issues like abortion, gay marriage, war, 
and economic justice. The environment, if mentioned 
at all, has been an afterthought, according to writer 
and commentator, Eduard Moises Penalvert. 
  But the increasing urgency of climate change and its 
potential to generate catastrophic consequences for 
human life and civilisation make this era different. This 
time, — and not before time, the environment is front 
and centre.  
   Environmentalists have typically viewed Christianity 
as inhospitable soil for an ecological ethic. Indeed, 
some have blamed the ecological profligacy of west-
ern civilization on an anthropocentric Christian cos-
mology that places human beings above the rest of 
creation, according to Penalvert. 
   However mistaken this simplified view of Christian 
theology, which in fact has rich tools at its disposal for 
conceptualising the relationship between human be-
ings and the rest of creation, the suspicion is under-
standable, Penalvert asserts.  
   The environment has long been a poor stepchild 
within Christian theology.  While Catholic social teach-
ing has not wholly ignored the issue, the major social 
encyclicals of the twentieth century largely failed to 
tackle the question of our obligations toward the Earth. 
   Although by no means hostile to environmentalism, 
Catholic social teaching has consistently failed to 
place ecological concerns at the centre of the church’s  
attention.  
   Recent years, however, have seen signs of a shift in 
attitudes. Today Christian theologians show a growing 
ecological awareness, and the Catholic hierarchy has 
also begun to pay attention. In this it is not alone in the 
religious world. Anglican and Uniting Church emphasis 
(No ‘winners’ and ‘losers’ in climate change debate:see 
Page 6) is coming to the fore on attitudes to and poli-
cies for climate change and the need for awareness. 
   Not before time 

 
SBS COVERS WORLD YOUTH DAY 2008 
 
   The 10th international World Youth Day in Sydney, 
the largest youth event in the world, also marked the 
first visit to Australia of Pope Benedict XVI, the first 
Papal visit to Australia for 13 years. 
   With an influx of an estimated 125,000 international 
visitors; 8000 volunteers; 2000 clergy; and global me-
dia representation, the eyes of the world focused on  
Sydney. 
   More than a happening for the world's Catholics, 
World Youth Day represented an invitation to young 
people from all faiths and aspires to engender a sense 
of belonging, and a desire to contribute in a positive 
way to creating a better world. 
   For Australians unable to make it to Sydney for the 
World Youth Day events, SBS Television provided live 

coverage of the arrival of Pope Benedict and other 
aspects of the event. The September issue of 
SCENE will carry coverage and commentary on 
the event. 

basin to provide theological education across 
Australia, in New Zealand, and by distance 
across the world. It teaches a range of degree 
programs from undergraduate programs in 
theology or in arts, postgraduate degrees 
through to research degrees, including three 
doctoral awards.  
 
Macquarie University also 
   In addition, for the last three years a  
Hebrew medal has been awarded to the best 
student in Hebrew at Macquarie University. 
The medal is supported by Professor Alanna 
Nobbs of its Ancient History Department 
and is awarded at the annual Humanities 
Prize Giving. This year’s prize winner of the 
Council of Christians and Jews medal for 
Hebrew was Anna-Latufa Morad.  The 
Council has confirmed its policy to continue 
to foster the learning of Biblical  Hebrew as 
part of its commitment to education.   

left: The first  
winner of the 
CCJ Medal for 
excellence in 
Biblical He-
brew: Jacque-
line Grey at 
the SCD 
Graduation. 
(this year’s                                
prize winner 
could not              

attend). 
 

right:  

Medal 

winner, 

Anna-

Latufa 

Morad, at 

Macquarie 

University.   

    photo:  EEffy Alexakis.   
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Papacy is a 'gift' but needs repair:  
leading US ecumenist maintains 

T 
he papacy is a “gift” of the Catholic church to other Christians,  
a leading Catholic ecumenist said this morning, but it needs 
“repair” before those other Christians are likely to accept it. 
   Specifically,  Margaret O’Gara of the University of St. Michael’s  

College in Toronto called for a papacy that’s “less centralised, less authoritarian, 
and more respectful of the diversity of local churches.” 
   O’Gara, (pictured right) the outgoing president of the Catholic Theological Soci-
ety of America recently delivered the concluding Presidential Address at the CTSA 
annual convention this morning in Miami. She is a long time veteran of ecumenical 
conversations with a variety of Christian denominations. 
 
Engaging figure 
   O’Gara said she has been struck by the readiness of other Christian churches to 
embrace the papacy, citing a statement from the Anglican/Roman Catholic dia-
logue that the papacy is “part of God’s design for the church” and from the Lu-
theran/Catholic dialogue in the United States that the pope can function as a 
spokesperson for the gospel at the world level. 
   Pope John Paul II, O’Gara said, was an “engaging figure” for many Protestants, 
Orthodox and Anglicans, who admired his strong stands on issues such as abor-
tion and war, his commitment to evangelization, and his capacity to project a 
Christian voice in global debates. At the same time, she said, John Paul’s pontifi-
cate left behind “a mixed heritage” ecumenically. She went on to cite eight motives 
for that ambivalence: 
1. The Synod of Bishops remained merely advisory to the pope; 
2. The authority of episcopal conferences was restricted; 
3. A Vatican document on “Some Aspects of the Church Understood as Com-
munion” asserted that the Petrine ministry is “interior to every fully local church”; 
4. The Vatican document Dominus Iesus said that some Protestant and Anglican 
bodies aren’t really “churches”; 
5. Cardinals Joseph Ratzinger and Walter Kasper carried out a debate over 
whether the local or universal church has priority; 
6. The term from Vatican II that the church “subsists” in Catholicism was under-
stood to mean that it exists fully only in Catholicism; 
7. The ban on women’s ordination was declared definitive; 
8. The volume of papal teaching raised questions about its authority, and what role 
it would play in sister churches if present divisions could be overcome. 
 
“Ersatz infallibility”  
In light of all this, O’Gara argued, the papacy must be reformed “in a more pas-
toral way, in a less centralized way, in a way that defends the diversity of the local 
churches” before it can serve the cause of Christian unity. 
   Concretely, O’Gara made two suggestions. 
First, she suggested remedying what she called a confusion between papal infalli-
bility and papal primacy, with the latter referring to the pope’s regular business of 
governance. Quoting the theologian Klaus Schatz, she said that primacy is too 
often treated as a sort of “ersatz infallibility,” so that even routine administration 
seems like an exercise of infallibility. 
   Second, she proposed reconsidering what she called the “classicist” language 
used buy the First Vatican Council in the 19th century to formulate the dogma of 
infallibility. Rephrasing the teaching in a more historically-minded fashion, she 
said, could make it less threatening to other Christians. 
   “Rather than appearing as an unchanging grasp of the truth, infallibility could be 
reinterpreted as the process through which, over time, the church discerns core 
teachings of the gospel for its age and culture,” she said. 
Doing this, O’Gara said, will require some generosity on the Catholic side. 
   “Some Catholics don’t want to reform the papacy so that it can be shared with 
others,” O’Gara said. “They want it all to themselves, as a sign of their ‘identity.’” 
She challenged Catholics “to be willing, not just to keep wrapping [the papacy] up 
and offering it, but to do the hard work of reforming it first.”  
    
Intolerable polemics 
O’Gara styled her address as a reflection on “old business” and “new business” in 
the ecumenical enterprise. 
   In the first category, O’Gara cited a number of areas where she said ecumenical  

dialogue over the last half-century has 
reached surprising breakthroughs: 
mutual recognition of baptism, the real 
and unique presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist, the church as communion, 
the need for a universal ministry by the 
pope, and acceptance of different 
forms of devotion to Mary. 
   All this, she said, reflects John Paul 
II’s insight in his 1995 encyclical Ut 
Unum Sint that sometimes “intolerant 
polemics and controversies have made 
incompatible assertions out of what 
was really the result of two different 
ways of looking at the same reality.” 
   At the same time, O’Gara com-
plained that many of the agreements worked out in ecumenical dialogues 
have yet to be officially ratified and implemented by participating churches. 
Instead, she said, they “remain stacked up on the sidelines, gathering dust, as 
our churches procrastinate in their next steps.” 
 
Troubled 
Under new business, O’Gara cited a number of areas where the various 
Christian denominations seem to be growing apart, including moral ques-
tions such as homosexuality and same-sex marriage, as well as doctrinal mat-
ters such as women’s ordination. 
   While acknowledging the importance of such questions, O’Gara warned 
against exaggerating their importance. She cited a tongue-in-cheek comment 
from the late German Jesuit theologian Karl Rahner about occasionally sens-
ing a “neurotic fear that we may be in agreement.” 
O’Gara offered two concrete examples of new issues on the ecumenical 
agenda.  
   First, she said, many Evangelicals are troubled by the Catholic church’s 
post-Vatican II emphasis on the possibility that non-Catholics and non-
Christians can be saved. Second, other Christians disagree with Catholicism’s 
position on the ordination of women. 
   Without entering into the merits of those positions, O’Gara simply  
observed that neither were matters of dispute at the time of the Protestant 
Reformation. Protestants didn’t call women to ordained ministry in the 16th 
century, and Luther said that the native peoples of the New World would go 
to Hell because they had never heard of Christ. 

 
“some Hispanic Catholics are ambivalent 
about ecumenism because their primary 
experience of  Protestants is with funda-
mentalists whose interest is not dialogue 
but proselytism” 
 
   O’Gara also pointed to new difficulties arising from pursuing dialogue in  
a globalised world, in which fault lines are not merely confessional but often 
cultural. 
   She pointed, for example, to her African students, who applaud the way 
Western Christians oppose abortion but are “scandalized” by the way they 
abandon their elderly in nursing homes. She added that some Hispanic 
Catholics are ambivalent about ecumenism because their primary experience 
of Protestants is with fundamentalists whose interest is not dialogue but 
proselytism. 
   O’Gara also described her experience more than 20 years ago with her first 
Protestant student from China. After carefully describing the differences 
between medieval Catholicism and Luther on the Eucharist, O’Gara said, 
this student replied: “But in our church in China we hold both of those posi-
tions.” 
   All these questions, she said, will have to be taken up by a new generation 
of ecumenists. Doing do, she said, is essential “if we are to retain our Catho-
lic identity”. 

“Primacy is too often treated as a sort of  
ersatz infallibility”: O’Gara  



Problems of  20th Century artists disclosed 
-- extract of an address to the WA Council of Christians and Jews earlier this 
year by Curtin University’s Simon Blond (pictured below) 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

 
Eisenhower in Dachau 

     It is a matter of history that when 
Supreme Commander of the  
Allied  Forces,  General Dwight Eisen-
hower, found the victims of the  
death camps, he ordered all  possible 
photographs to be taken, and for  
the German people from surrounding 
villages to be ushered through the  
camps and even made to bury the 
dead.  
     He did this because he said in 
words to this effect: 'Get it all on record 
now - get the films - get the witnesses - 
because somewhere down the track of 
history some ******* will get up and say 
that this never happened.' 'All that is 
necessary for the triumph of evil is for 
good men to do nothing.'  
  - Edmund Burke,  In Memorial  
     Recently, the University of Kentucky 
removed the Holocaust from its school  
curriculum because it 'offended' the 
Muslim population, which claims it 
never occurred. This is a frightening 
portent of the fear that is gripping the 
world and how easily each country is 
giving into it. It is now more than 60 
years after the Second World War in 
Europe ended.  
  This letter was sent as an -mail  me-
morial chain in memory of the 6 million 
Jews, 20 million Russians, 10 million 
Christians and 1,900 Catholic priests 
who were murdered, massacred, 
raped, burned, starved and  
humiliated with the German and Rus-
sian peoples looking the other way!  
     Now, more than ever, with Iran, 
among others, claiming the Holocaust 
to be 'a myth', it is imperative to make 
sure the world never forgets. 
 
This email was sent on an open distribution list 
and readers were asked to onsend it to their 
distribution lists. ED 

    “Why,” asked Nietzsche in 
1883, “was Europe behaving as 
though it hadn’t heard of the 
death of God?”  
   During the seventeenth century 
God was doubted; in the eight-
eenth He was displaced by the Age 
of Reason, which would dispel 
hatred and war and replace them 
with freedom, equality and frater-
nity. In the nineteenth Darwin 
published his “Origin of Species” 
(1857) and many thought that God 
was dead.  
    How did artists respond to this, 
and how did the response vary 
between Jewish and Christian 
artists? This was the question ad-
dressed by Curtin University’s 
Simon Blond, in the Temple 
David Boardroom earlier this year. 
   CCJWA members and friends 
were treated to a fine exposition 
on “The Problem of Representing 
God for 20th Century Christian 
and Jewish Artists”.  
   Illustrating his presentation with 
an excellent slide show , Blond 
demonstrated the ways in which   
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Love, Lust and Lullabies at Victorian Council 

“Artists turned 
away from  

religion to new 
forms of  

spirituality”  

religious art has been influenced 
by changing concepts about God.  
  “Both Jewish and Christian 
artists and intellectuals are un-
comfortable with claims of their 
religion to a special relationship 
with God; the twentieth century 
became the age of embarrassment 
about God, Blond stated.. 
    In a way, Jewish artists had an 
advantage in that it is forbidden 
for Jews to portray God, as pic-
tures count as graven images - 
forbidden by the Torah. Christian 
artists are inhibited by the iconog-
raphy of earlier ages, which looks 
feeble and unconvincing in the  

modern scene.  
    Artists turned away from relig-
ion to new forms of spirituality. 
They preferred totally abstract art 
which moved the viewer’s feelings 
like a piece of music: a representa-
tion of the unrepresentable.  
   Fresh interpretations of items of 
Christian faith such as the resur-
rection are depicted with new me-
dia, such as by Bill Viola in “The 
Crossing”. 

    “Perhaps we can hope that we 
have entered a new era that super-
sedes the death of God,” Blond 
concluded. 
   The fascinating topic which 
Blond presented provided an op-
portunity for a productive and 
interesting question and discussion 
ending with spirited participation 
by the CCJWA audience. 

   The Leo Baeck Centre for 
Progressive Judaism in  
Melbourne rang joyously 
earlier this month when the 
Victorian Council hosted a 
Gallery Concert on the topic 
of Love, Lust and Lullabies. 
   Well known Victorian singer, 
Sarah Mandie says she celebrates 
life in Yiddish, Ladino, Hebrew 
and English and her recital of 
songs to an enthusiastic audi-
ence reflected just that. 
   She was joined by Klezmer 
and folk musicians, Ernie 
Gruner and Philip McLeod who 
set the audience’s feet tapping 
with their spirited playing of 
many of the popular musical 
items from the Jewish repertoire 

The concert was held in the art 
exhibition space which is showing 
Gary Solomon’s Art With Heart. 

Well known Victorian singer, Sarah 
Mandie: celebrates life in Yiddish, 
Ladino, Hebrew and English 

Beyond Hitler's Grasp  
     A great many Jews know the story of how the Danes rescued 8,000 Jews  
  from the Nazi's by smuggling them to Sweden in fishing boats.  
     Very few Jews, know the story of how all 50,000 Bulgarian Jews were  
  saved.  Not a single Bulgarian Jew was deported to the death camps,  
  due to the heroism of many Bulgarians of every walk of life , up to and  
  including the King and the Patriarch of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church.  
      In 1999, Abraham Foxman, the National Director of the Anti Defamation  
  League flew with a delegation to Sophia to meet the Bulgarian Prime  
  Minister.  He gave the Prime Minister the first Bulgarian language  
   copy of a remarkable book, "Beyond Hitler's Grasp,"  
  written in 1998, by Michael Bar Oar, a professor at Emory University.  
  (A Bulgarian Jew who had migrated to Israel and then to the USA).  
      This book documents the rescue effort in detail.  The ADL paid for and  
  shipped 30,000 copies to Bulgaria, so that the population could  
  partake in the joy of learning about this heroic facet of their history.  
       This story is clearly the last great secret of the Holocaust era.  The  
  story was buried by the Bulgarian Communists, until their downfall in  
  1991.  All records were sealed, since they didn't wish to glorify the  
    

  King, or the Church, or the non Communist parliamentarians, who at  
  great personal risk, stood up to the Germans.  And the Bulgarian  
  Jewish Community, 45,000 of whom went to Israel after the War, were  
  busy building new lives, and somehow the story remained untold.  
     Bulgaria is a small country and at the outset of the War they had 8  
  million people.  They aligned themselves with the Nazi's in hopes of  
  recapturing Macedonia from Yugoslavia and Thrace from Greece.  
  Both provinces were stripped from them, after W.W.I.  
     In late 1942 the Jews of Selonica were shipped north through Bulgaria,  
  on the way to the death camps in sealed box cars .  The news of this  
  inhumanity was a hot topic of conversation.  Then, at the beginning of  
  1943, the pro Nazi Bulgarian government was informed that all 50,000  
  Bulgarian Jews would be deported in March.  The Jews had been made to  
  wear yellow stars and were highly visible. As the date for the deportation got  
  closer, the agitation got greater.  43 ruling party members of Parliament  
  walked out in  protest.  
  Newspapers denounced what was about to happen.  In addition, the  
  Patriarch of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church, Archbishop Krill,  
  threaten ed to lie down on the railroad tracks. Finally, King Boris III forbad  
  the deportation.                                             CONTINUED ON PAGE 6  
   



Strong Australian contingent at 2008  

Jerusalem Conference  

   Representatives from around Australia at-
tended this year’s international Council con-
ference  in Jerusalem.  They included Ehud 
Bandel, John Cohen, Marianne Dacy, Ron 
Hoenig, Tessa Dawn Satherley and Wilma 
Viswanathan representing Councils in Victo-
ria, South Australia and New South Wales.  

   As this issue of SCENE went to press, 
the expected reports from delegates 
were unfortunately not available.  
   However, Melbourne’s Rabbi Ehud  
Bandel, who was elected as one of the 
two vice presidents of the international 
body has indicated that reports on the 
conference and its Australian partici-
pants will be available for the next issue. 

  A CAUTIOUS 
  EMBARACE 
A Christian-Jewish conference reflecting 

                                  on the discipleship and 

                                  legacy of Dietrich 

                                  Bonhoeffer 
                                
                             The fourth annual  
                             Bonhoeffer Conference,  
                             to be held as a 
remembrance on the 75th anniversary of 
Kristallnacht, brings together Jewish and 
Christian thinkers inspired by Bonhoeffer’s 
discipleship, and poses such questions as: 
* Why were German Churches, the Red 
Cross and other humanitarian groups 
silent in the wake of Kristallnacht? 
* What does Bonhoeffer mean to modern 
Jews, and why? 
* In what ways does Bonhoeffer show us 
that interfaith relations should be 
based on a return to Scripture? 

 

St Joseph’s Spirituality & Education 

Centre, Kincumber, NSW 

28-29 November 2008 

================================ 
The University of Newcastle (ABN 15736 576 735) 
Please return this form by fax/mail/email 
REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 19 NOVEMBER  

Title & Name: …………………………………... 
Postal address …………………………………... 
…………………………………... 

Telephone number: ….…………………………… 
Email address: ……………………………… 
Attendance Options (tick your preference): 
□ Registration, meals and 

single en suite room $170 
□ Registration, meals and 
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28% of  all Australians "not at all 
religious": Religion Monitor 
    
   Religion Monitor, an international survey carried out by the Bertelsmann Foundation, 
Europe´s biggest operating foundation in the most extensive and detailed international 
comparative study on the significance of religion in the main cultures of the world has re-
vealed that 28 per cent of the Australian population see themselves as not at all religious, 
with religious practices and beliefs barely featuring in their lives.  
   A similar number classify themselves as deeply religious (25 per cent) whilst 44 per cent of Austra-
lians say they consider themselves religious but that religion does not play a central role in their lives. 
      Forty-eight per cent of Australians do not partake in personal prayer, and 52 per cent never or 
very seldom visit a church, mosque, synagogue or temple for religious reasons.  
   Thirty-one per cent said that they did not believe in God or a divine power or in life after death. 
Religion scored lower than all other parts of daily life, with 50 per cent of Australians considering 
religion the least important when compared to family, partners, work/career, leisure time and  
politics. 
   In an international comparison, this ranks Australians at the bottom end of the scale (ranked 17 
out of 21 nations polled) in terms of their religiousness.  
   This is a stark contrast to the US, where over 60 per cent are deeply religious and only 11 per cent 
are not religious. The survey finds that the only countries to show less interest in religion than Aus-
tralia were Russia, France, Germany and the United Kingdom. 
 
Female slant 
   According to the latest population censuses, 64 per cent of Australians classify themselves as 
Christian, while 31 per cent classify themselves as not religious or give no information. Totalling 
over five million people, or 25 per cent of the population, Catholics represent the largest faith group 
and Christian denomination in Australia. Yet the Religion Monitor reveals that they are not the most 
religious group. 

 
50 per cent of Australians considering religion the least 

important when compared to family,  
partners, work/career, leisure time and politics 

 
   Religious belief in Australia also leans heavily on the female population. While 34 per cent of Aus-
tralian women are deeply religious, the proportion of deeply religious men is less than half that figure 
(16 per cent). 20 per cent of women and 36 per cent of men are not religious. 
There is also a wide generation gap when it comes to the importance of religion. In the over 60 age 
group, 40 per cent are deeply religious and 37 per cent religious. In the younger age groups, only half 
that number are considered deeply religious.  
   The proportion of non-religious people amongst adults aged between 18 and 59 varies between 28 
and 33 per cent, about 50 per cent higher than amongst those aged over 60. 
 
A force that flows through everything 
   Australians also have a largely positive perception of God. The majority of religious people evi-
dently think of God as a loving, kind-hearted being. The most frequent feelings they associate with 
God are gratitude, hope, happiness and love.  
   These are followed by attributes such as security, help, awe and justice. Markedly less people feel 
despair, fear or deliverance from guilt when they think of God. And even less people associate 
vengeance or deliverance from evil with God. Only amongst Anglicans did the feeling of despair 
make it as high as fifth place. 
    While 43 per cent of Australians envisage God as a personal being, 44 per cent said that the divine 
power is nature and 43 per cent said that God is “a force that flows through everything”. The same 
number believe that “God or the divine is only an idea conceived by humankind and has no exis-
tence of its own. 20 per cent of Anglicans shares this view.  
   Almost a fifth of Australians (19 per cent) believe in psychic powers to a relative or large extent, 
however fewer believe in astrology, with only 11 per cent convinced. A similar figure (12 per cent) 
believe in the power of demons, but interestingly 28 per cent believe in angels – in particular young 
adults (32 per cent) and women (36 per cent). 
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Beyond Hitler's Grasp: from Page 4  
     
 Since Bulgaria was an ally of Germany, and the Germans were stretched  
 militarily, they had to wrestle with the problem of how much pressure  
 they could afford to apply.  They decided to pass.  
   
A young graduate 
Several points are noteworthy.  The Bulgarian Jews were relatively  
unreligious and did not stand apart from the local populace by virtue  
of garb, or rites.  
  They were relatively poor by comparison to Jews in other countries,    
and they lived in integrated neighbourhoods.  Additionally, the  
 Bulgarians had many minorities, Armenians, Turks, Greeks, and Gypsies,  
 in addition to Jews.  

There was no concept of racism in that culture.   
The bottom line here  
 is that Bulgarians saw Bulgarian Jews as Bulgarians  
and not as Jews.  
  And, being a small country, like Denmark, where  
there was a closeness of    community that is often 
missing in larger countries. 
   So here was a bright example of what should have 
been. The most famous of those saved was a young 
graduate of the Bulgarian Military Academy. When he 
landed in Israel, he changed his name to…..Moshe 
Dayan. 

 
No ‘winners’ and ‘losers’ 
in climate change debate 
 
   The Uniting Church today expressed its support for quick and decisive 
action to reduce Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions and urged an im-
mediate end to the language of winners and losers.  
   “We have one atmosphere and one planet. Either we all win or we all 
lose,” the magazine INSIGHT quotes the Rev. Elenie Poulos, the  
National Director of Uniting Justice Australia as saying. 

   “The Garnaut Review Draft Report 
has pulled together the best science in 
the world. This is not scare-
mongering, but it is frightening.  
   “We are suffocating the planet and 
we are running out of time to make a 
difference.” Ms Poulos said,  
   “We are particularly concerned 
about the lack of trust some of our 
political and community leaders and 
opinion makers appear to have in the 
world’s leading climate scientists. 
“The Christian church has a poor 
history of not trusting scientists and 
most of us have learned from our 
mistakes.  
   “No matter how much the church 
wanted it to be different, the sun did 
not revolve around the earth. 
   “No matter how much we would 
like it to be different now, the world 
is suffocating from human-induced   

economic base.  
   “We need to recognise that we must  
do it together, working co-operatively 
not competitively. We must be bold, 
creative and, above all, courageous.” 

 

“The Christian church has 
a poor history of not  

trusting scientists and 
most of us have learned 

from our mistakes” 
 
climate change and the problem is ur-
gent.” 
   “We must put a price on carbon as 
soon as we can. We must ensure that the 
most vulnerable in our society are well  
supported as we change our ways. Unit-
ing Church offices, agencies, congrega-
tions and members around the country 

we want to live more sustainably and 
we want our governments to do all 
they can to help.  
   “It is time to move to a green econ-
omy that takes seriously our responsi-
bility to the planet, all its creatures 

are working to improve their own 
energy efficiency and reduce their 
carbon footprint.    
   Ms Poulos added:    “We know it’s 
not much in the grand scheme of 
things but like so many Australians,   

   The Bishop of South Sydney, Robert  
Forsyth, has welcomed statements by the 
Primate, Archbishop Phillip Aspinall, that the 
GAFCON movement is not aimed at breaking 
away from Anglicanism.  
   Numerous press reports have described GAF-
CON as a ‘split’ and have questioned its effects on 
Australia.  
   Archbishop Peter Jensen recently made it clear 
he didn’t expect the Australian church to change 
as a result of GAFCON as events were being 
played out ‘on the world stage’.  
In a statement to a GAFCON news conference, 
he stated: “I’m hoping that my colleagues in Aus-
tralia, where we don’t have these problems, will 
applaud this (the Jerusalem Declaration and GAF-
CON) and regard it as being a very useful thing 
indeed”. But Dr Jensen said he thought there 
would be some misunderstanding, initially, in the 
Australian church.  
   That appears to have been the case with a variety 
of local church figures speaking of anything from 
breakaways to church planting.  
   Dr Aspinall, in an interview with ABC Radio, 
has calmed such talk.  
   “It’s one thing to support a statement which has 
been issued by a group and I imagine there would 

be quite a few people in 
Australia who would be 
supportive of the state-
ment,” he told the  
ABC’s Monica Attard. 
  
 
Bishop Robert Forsyth, 
Commissary of the  
Diocese in the absence of 

Archbishop Jensen. 

  “It’s another thing to say they’re going to break 
away and cease to be part of the institutional life 
of the church to which they belong. 
   “It’s hard to see how that would happen and in 
fact Archbishop Jensen and others have said in 
GAFCON and since that this is not about a split, 
it’s not about creating a new church, it’s not 
about leaving the Anglican church behind… 
they’ve described it themselves in terms of a 
movement within the church.” 
    Dr Aspinall (pictured above) also said he 
thought there is respect among the bishops in  

thought there is respect among the bishops in 
Australia and that “there are issues to be faced 
in Australia, but as yet no-one in Australia has 
acted unlawfully as far as I’m aware and while 
the canons of  the church and the constitution 
of the church will continue to be respected by 
all, I think Australia will remain relatively  
peaceful.”  
   Bishop Forsyth, who was in Jerusalem for 
GAFCON and who is Commissary of the Dio-
cese while Dr Jensen is away, says he’s pleased 
Dr Aspinall has recognised the essentials of the 
movement.   
   “Dr Aspinall understands the respect in the 
Australian church and the spiritual essence of   

 
GAFCON movement 

is not aimed at 
breaking away from 

Anglicanism:  
            — Archbishop Aspinall 
 
the GAFCON movement. This is not about 
local issues, but about addressing a deeply trou-
bled situation in North America. I’m looking 
forward to talking personally with bishops and 
others in a few weeks time to explain the  
situation more fully.” 

 GAFCON takes aim at global problem 

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL TODAY. TO APPLY SEE PAGE 8  
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First rabbis in Warsaw since WWII:  
   As part of a concerted effort to revive Polish Jewry 60 years after it was nearly 
wiped out in the Holocaust, nine students were granted rabbinical ordination 
Sunday in Warsaw by Polish Chief Rabbi Michael Schudrich. This is the first time 
Orthodox rabbis have been ordained in Poland since World War II, said the 
organisers of the ordination ceremony. Neither the newly ordained rabbis nor 
Schudrich are indigenous Poles. 
Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau, chief rabbi of Tel Aviv and a Holocaust survivor born in 
Poland, called the ordination an "historical event." "There is no greater revenge 
than this against the Nazis and their helpers, who hoped to execute the Final 
Solution," said Lau on Polish Radio last month. 
"The Jewish people and its rabbis are alive and well even here in Warsaw." Lau 
praised Chabad for its activities in Poland.  

 

Swiss Joint Declaration on the Importance of Jewish-Christian 
Cooperation  
The occasion of the 60th anniversary of the “Emergency Conference on Anti- 
Semitism” held in Seelisberg in 1947 provides us with an opportunity to look 
back at the successful pioneering phase of Jewish-Christian cooperation in 
Switzerland. The attitudes of the Reformed Churches and the Roman Catholic 
Church toward Judaism have changed fundamentally, from a relationship of 
ambivalence and mistrust or even enmity to one of coexistence and brotherly and 
sisterly cooperation. Anti Judaism and antisemitism have been reduced strongly 
in our country through a variety of religious, educational, social, and political 
initiatives. 
In light of the current major changes within our increasingly pluralistic and 
complex society as a whole, we are confronted with the appearance of regressive 
and reactionary currents. The signers thus commit themselves now and in the 
future: 
- to combat every form of discrimination based on ethnic background or beliefs; 
- to work ceaselessly on the sensitive relationship between Jewish 
congregations and Christian churches; 
- to seek out and promote mutual understanding and theological dialogue; 
- and to draw on the best of one’s own religious traditions for an existence in 
peace and justice within Swiss society. 
   We call upon all members of our churches and religious societies to bear 
responsibility in this regard within their congregations and in the public arena, 
and to introduce their own initiatives to this end. We also call upon all public 
figures, whether they are active in political, economic, or social fields of 
endeavor, but also each and every member of society to actively work toward 
these goals. The Jews and Christians of our country are faced with the following 
challenges, which they can only tackle with combined forces: 
- The lasting integration of an historical understanding of the Shoah into the 
consciousness of all members of society; 
- An objective and constructive reaction to events in the Middle East, especially 
those in Israel/Palestine; 
- The integration of the Muslims who live together with us in our society; 
- The public and political presence of religious groups for the benefit of the 
entire populace; 
- Effective assistance in the light of new social injustices; 
- The advancement of concrete measures for the protection of our earth, which 
has been placed in our hands, and of God’s creation. 
 We would encourage all members of society to join together in this work at 
all levels. We hope and trust that God, may his name be praised, allows these 
efforts to bear fruit. 
Prof. Alfred Donath, The Swiss Federation of Jewish communities 
Bishop Kurt Koch, Swiss Bishops’ Conference 
Rev.Thomas Wipf, Federation of Swiss Protestant Churches 
 
ICCJ Patron receives St. Mellius Medal  
The International Council of Christians and Jews’ patron, Sir Sigmund Stern-
berg last month was presented by the Bishop of London, The Rt Revd and Rt 
Hon Dr Richard Chartres with the St. Mellius Medal in recognition of Sir Sig-
mund’s considerable achievements in promoting interfaith relations in the 
capital over a number of years. (see picture at right of the page) He becomes 
the first member of the Jewish faith to receive the award. The Order of St 
Mellitus is conferred upon a person who has made a substantial contribution 
 to the Christian life of London or to building up overseas links.  
   Sir Sigmund is a well known business man who has devoted as considerable 

AROUND THE WORLD 

US Jewish groups praise Presbyterian actions on Middle East 
   US Jewish groups are praising actions taken at the general assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church (USA) that include a call for denomina-
tional members to become, "non-partisan advocates for peace" in the 
Middle East, and that state that the church should not become identi-
fied with any one party in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  
   "We welcome the movement by Presbyterians toward balance," nine 
US Jewish groups, including the Jewish Council for Public Affairs, the 
American Jewish Committee, the Anti-Defamation League, and B'nai 
B'rith International said in a statement as the 21-28 June assembly in 
San Jose, California, ended.  
   Relations between US Jewish groups and the PC(USA) have been 
strained since 2004. Then, the denomination approved a resolution 
calling for, "phased selective divestment in multinational corporations 
operating in Israel" because of Israeli policies in the Palestinian territo-
ries.  
   Following criticism about the divestment issue, the US church said in 
2006 that it should only invest in corporations doing business in Israel 
or the Palestinian territories that were pursuing "peaceful" policies.  
   At the San Jose assembly, the Presbyterians voted to continue that 
policy, though they also said that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict should 
not become, "a caricature of reality where one side clearly is at fault and 
the other side is clearly the victim".  
   While the US Jewish groups praised that move, they also criticised the 
adoption of "The Amman Call", a 2007 World Council of Churches' 
statement. The Jewish groups said the WCC statement, "purports to 
advance peace but is inconsistent with a political solution that would 
include a viable Jewish state alongside an independent Palestinian 
state".  
   Proponents of the "Amman Call" say it is balanced. According to the 
Presbyterian resolution, the call is for a, "two-state" solution, a shared 
Jerusalem, the human rights of refugees and occupied peoples, a call to 
resist extremism, and a commitment to imperatives of "ecumenical 
solidarity in action", for what it described as a "just peace 

Indian Hindu woman publishes 900-page epic on life of  
Jesus  
 A Hindu woman has produced a 900-page poetic epic on the life and 
message of Jesus following the style of Hindu classics such as Mahab-
harat and Ramayan. 
 
Tributes flow for pastor who championed Japan's Korean  
minority  
The Rev. Lee In Ha, a Korean pastor and church leader in Japan is 
being remembered for his role in promoting the rights of the country's 
Korean minority and for his justice and peace work in North East Asia. 
 
Polish church wary about 'Pope John Paul II' soccer stadium  
Warsaw  
 Poland's Roman Catholic church has reacted cautiously to calls by 
some politicians to name a new national football stadium, being built 
for the 2012 European soccer championship, after the late Pope John 
Paul II.  

 
 
 

 

part of his life to serving the 
Jewish community and the 
cause of dialogue and inter-
faith relations across the 
globe. 
   A member of the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews and 
President of the Reform Jew-
ish community, he has served 
with distinction  as co-
founder of the Three Faiths 
Forum, vice-president of the 
World Congress of Faiths and 
co-ordinator of the religious 
component of the World 
Economic Forum. 

-7- 



      Book            Review 
                                                                        Challenges in Jewish-Christian Relations 
James K. Aitken and Edward Kessler, eds. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, Review by Rev. Michael B. M McGarry, CSP C.S.P. 
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 More than thirty years of experience in the Jewish-Christian dialogue in North 
America have conditioned my eyes and mind to look for regular themes, posi-
tions, and players in books about Jewish-Christian relations. At the same time, 
my geographical location –now close to nine years of living in Jerusalem –has 
heightened other sensitivities that necessarily affect the way I look at new 
literature in the field. From that experience, I have now read James Aitkin and 
Edward Kessler’s new volume Challenges in Jewish-Christian Relations. 
   As a series of reports on interreligious themes of interest in North America 
and English-speaking Europe, Challenges is a fine book. Although one cannot 
avoid using the word “uneven” in any essay collection, this compilation fares 
better than most in sustaining a consistently high standard.  
   Furthermore, Aitkin and Kessler have gathered essays from scholars who, 
for the most part, are not as popularly known in the field and certainly many 
of whom represent a new generation who will move relations forward. And 
they have addressed an array of topics which – for good and ill (more on this 
below) –represent an agenda that has become de rigueur in North America and 
the UK. 
   These topics include the Shoah, the State of Israel, feminism, history, and 
Jewish-Christian relations within a wider framework of interreligious relations. 
And why should this agenda not be regularly attended to? How can one speak 
as Jews and Christians to one another wit   hout attending to history, to the 
Shoah, and to the State of Israel? Indeed.  So for that reason and for the regu-
larly high quality of the essays, especially for those beyond the “beginner’s 
stage” of Jewish-Christian relations, I wholeheartedly recommend this book as 
representing the status questionis of the traditional Jewish-Christian dialogue. 
Seldom have I not been profoundly educated when reading anything by Marc  

by Marc Saperstein. His clarity, evenhandedness, and insight regularly exem-
plify why historical study in Jewish-Christian relations need not only be a lugu-
brious litany of bloody incidents, but also –and more importantly – a reflec-
tion on salutary moments when Jews and Christians nourished one another. 
As he rightly notes, “when contemporary Jews approach contemporary Chris-
tians with the attitude, ‘Your ancestors persecuted my ancestors,’ all communi-
cation is tainted by smug self-righteousness on the one side, and either an 
understandable defensiveness or a self-abasing vicarious contriteness on 
the  other” (p. 18). Saperstein does not claim that relations are symmetrical, 
but he makes the case by dramatic illustrations that historical study is more for 
enlightenment about how we can be better in the future than about scoring 
points about the misdeeds of the past. 
   In another, less evenhanded essay, the late, much beloved Dominican Remi 
Hoeckman writes with some frustration about different expectations emanat-
ing from each side in the Catholic-Jewish encounter. This happens when, for 
instance, a Catholic agenda, usually irenic and theological, bumps into some 
Jewish agencies’ agenda whose interests are less theological and more to serve 
their constituencies interests. To be sure, his is an expression of aggrava-
tion.  As he approvingly quotes Rabbi Henry Siegman, “it is [clear] that we 
[Jews and Catholics] come to each other with different agendas” and that 
sometimes these differing agendas have sought to manipulate the other.  
   What I would have liked to have encountered was less  emphasis on the 
Vatican and Nostra Aetate in particular and more of a consideration of Protes-
tant (Orthodoxy was well attended to) engagement with Judaism. . Among 
well educated Jews and Christians, Challenges might profitably be used as a 
weekly, chapter-by-chapter discussion project. 


