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   The International Jewish Com-
mittee for Interreligious Consulta-
tions has expressed its deep regret 
and disappointment that the new 
text of the Prayer for the Jews in the 
Catholic Church's Latin rite, prays 
for the salvation of the Jews exclu-
sively through the acceptance of 
Christian Faith. 
   "We had hoped that the prayer in 
the Latin rite would be the same as 
that of the universal Catholic liturgy in 
use since 1970," declared Rabbi David 
Rosen, Chair of IJCIC.  
 
Nostra Aetate's affirmation 
   He added, "This new version for the 
Latin rite appears to be a regression 
from the path advanced by the decla-
ration of the second Vatican Council. 
   “We urge the Catholic Church to 
deepen its exploration of the full  

 

 implications of Nostra Aetate's  
affirmation of the eternal validity of 
God's Divine Covenant with the 
Jewish  People." 
   The International Jewish Commit-
tee on Interreligious Consultations 
(IJCIC) is a coalition of Jewish  
organisations representing world 
Jewry to other world religious bodies 
and is the formal Jewish partner of 
the Vatican.  

    
Text change 

L'Osservatore Romano an-
nounced that the Holy Father has 
ordered a change in the text of 
the 1962 Roman Missal.  
   The change applies to the 
"extraordinary form" of the lit-
urgy; it does not alter the Good 
Friday prayers of the Novus 
Ordo.  
   Some Jewish leaders had urged 
the Pope to revise the text of the 
Good Friday prayer in the tradi-
tional liturgy, which had referred 
to the "blindness" of the Jewish 
people-- a reference that many 
Jews considered offensive. Some 
critics of the traditional prayer 
also called for the removal of an 
intercession for the conversion 
of the Jews.  
 
Roman missal 
   The newly revised text elimi-
nates the reference to blindness, 
but retains the prayer for the 
conversion of the Jews. The 
prayer amended by Pope Bene-
dict had previously been 
changed by Pope Pius XII and 
again by Pope John XXIII; the 
version approved by the latter 
Pontiff was still in use in Catho-
lic churches using the 1962  
Roman Missal.  

 

"While we appreciate that the text avoids any derogatory language towards Jews, its regretful that the prayer explicitly calls for Jews to accept 
Christianity. This differs greatly from the text in the current universal liturgy that prays for the salvation of the Jews in general terms." : 
Rabbi David Rosen, AJC's international director of interreligious affairs.  

 Vatican's Jewish partners express regret over Latin Liturgy  

AJC's international director of interreligious affairs and a past international president of 
the Council of Christians and Jews, Rabbi David Rosen greets Pope Benedict on the 
pontiff’s visit to New York in 2006 

Next  ICCJ Conference: Jerusalem 
  The ICCJ 2008 Jerusalem Conference 22 – 25 June a first step within a 
wider ICCJ project, is hosted by the ICCI’s Centre for Interreligious 

Encounter with Israel.  

Under the conference title ‘The Contribution of Jewish-Christian-Muslim 

Dialogue to Peace-Building in the Middle East’ there will be three keynote 

speakers at the opening event on Sunday 22nd June followed by dinner. Main 

topics will include 

• The Theology of the Land, 

• The influence of the Israel-Palestinian conflict on Jewish-Christian  

• relations and 

• The role of religion and religions in the conflict; 

•      Religion as source for reconciliation. 

An innovation will be that workshops will be held in the form of study out-

ings to theme-related sites and projects including visits to the Centre for the 

Study of Christianity, Yad Vashem, Abu Ghosh, The Jewish, Christian and 

Muslim quarters of the Old City, as well as Bethlehem, the Islamic College – 

Baka, Neve Shalom/Wahat a Salam, the Open House in Ramle and other 

Ramle institutions, the Mar Elias College.and meetings with religious and 

political leaders. 

   A pre-conference study tour on the the thme: Listening to the Other’s Reli-

gious-Historical Narrative examining some of the issues of the main confer-

ence in additional depth will take place from 17 – 21 June. 

A post-conference study tour on the theme Spirituality and the Holy Land of 

Israel taking up issues not highlighted at the main conference will take place 

from 27 June – 1 July and there will be a Women’s meeting preceding the 

main conference. 

Full further details please contact: iccj2008@icci.org.il 

The ICCJ Annual General Meeting will take place on Thursday 26th June 

 

What  did  the Archbishop 
of Canterbury actually say? 
There has been a strong reaction 
in the media and elsewhere to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury's re-
marks on civil and religious law. 

   To read the full text of the 
Archbishop's lecture at the Royal 
Courts of Justice, entitled  'Civil 
and Religious Law in England: a 
religious perspective' please go to 
the Archbishop's website: 
Archbishop's Lecture - Civil and 
Religious Law in England: a reli-
gious perspective 

The transcript of his interview on 
BBC World at One program can 
also be viewed online: 

BBC Interview - Radio 4 World at 
One. 

The Archbishop made no propos-
als for sharia in either the lecture 
or the interview and did not call for 
its introduction as some kind of 
parallel jurisdiction to the civil law. 

(see Editorial comments in this edition of 
Scene (Page 2) 
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International Council “consultation” 
re-assesses Jewish Christian dialogue 
In a notable underaking late last year, an 
ICCJ’s consultation examined the vital 
topic of ‘Re-assessment of Jewish-
Christian dialogue’. 
   Held in the ‘ Evangelische Akademie’ of 
Arnoldshain (Germany) the project brought 
together members of an expert group from 
around the world. 
   A first outline was 
drafted for a new 
ICCJ document on 
the future of Jewish-
Christian dialogue. 
This document will 
hopefully be pub-
lished 70 years after 
the beginning of 
World War II, during 
the International 
Council’s  2009 inter-
national conference to 
be held 
in Germany.  
   Moderating the 
drafting, writing and 
editing process is well-
known US academic, 
Dr. Phil Cunningham. 
   The group reported that a first publication 
will shortly be posted on the internet.  
   Respondents indicating their interest in 
participating in the process will be invited to 
take part for the first time in the ongoing 
internet discussion which is expected to 
produce an outcome in the form of an initial 
document, to be discussed at a conference in 
Fribourg, Switzerland in October 2008. 
 
Teach the teachers    

   In addition, a further ICCJ consultation 
was initiated in Eisenstadt, Austria. Hosted 
by the ICCJ and its Austrian member organi-
sation, it saw the gathering of representatives 
from the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, 
Hungary, Romania and Austria.  

“The report from Hungary on 
the growing anti-Semitism in 
particular drew considerable 
attention and discussion at 
the meeting”  

   Reports were given on the situation in 
those countries. The report from Hungary 
drew considerable attention and discussion at 
the meeting.  
 
Educational project 

   It was also decided to start an educational 
project  to be mounted as a joint venture of 
ICCJ member organisations in the Central 
and Eastern European countries.  
   The aim of this project will be to teach the 
teachers in schools and religious institutions.  
   Subjects will include history, religion,  
culture and citizenship 

Participants in the ICCJ Anroldshain consultation on 
the re-assessment of Jewish-Christian dialogue.  
In the forefront (centre) is Australian Council of  
Christians and Jews Hon. Secretary, Sr. Marianne 
Dacy 
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60th Anniversary of  the State of   
Israel prompts new exploration:  
call for Papers     
In recognition of the sixtieth anniversary of the State of Israel, the editorial board of 
Studies in Christian-Jewish Relations, the e-journal of the Council of Centers in Jewish-
Christian Relations in partnership with the Center for Christian-Jewish Learning at 
Boston College, invites scholars to submit papers that explore theologies of the land 
and/or State of Israel for Jews, for Christians, and their implications for Christian-
Jewish relations.  
   While Judaism has historically presumed theologies of both the land and the State, elements 
of modern Jewish experience have demanded the emergence of new ways of thinking about 
them.  
   Traditional Christian theology, on the other hand, justified the exile of Jews from the land, 
making it difficult for Christians to understand the significance of these elements of modern 
Jewish experience and the need for a new Christian theology of Israel.  
   The Board invites academic papers that present both historical and contemporary Jewish and 
Christian theologies of the land and State of Israel. It also invites responses to the papers 
published in this forum.  
   Academic papers will be subject to peer review before publication which will be on a rolling 
basis throughout 2008.   
   Conference presentations and responses will be published at the discretion of the editors.  
   To submit papers, please go to www.bc.edu/scjr or write to scjr@bc.edu.  

 
  
   The spelling of March (the date of this edition of Scene) 
should perhaps be changed to c-o-n-t-r-o-v-e-r-s-y given the 
contentiousness of its contents. First up the storm still has 
not abated over the Pope's proposed Easter prayer changes. 

The prayer for Jews is recited during Good Friday services of 

Easter Week, the most solemn week in the Christian calendar, 

in which the faithful commemorate the suffering and death of 

Jesus Christ before his resurrection on Easter. 

  The prayer is part of the old Latin rite, also known as the 

Tridentine rite, which was celebrated before the liberalizing 

reforms of the Second Vatican Council in the 1960s paved the 

way for the New Mass used widely today in local languages. 

Last summer, Pope Benedict XVI allowed wider use of the old 

Latin rite.  

   That prompted criticism from Jewish groups who had long 

been offended by the Good Friday prayer and lamented that it 

might be celebrated more broadly. To answer their concerns, 

Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, No. 2 at the Vatican, said last sum-

mer the issue would be resolved which resulted in (an unoffi-

cial translation) the prayer now reading:  

  

  "Let us pray for the Jews. May the Lord our God illuminate 

their hearts so that they may recognize Jesus Christ savior of 

all men. ... Almighty and everlasting God, you who wants all 

men to be saved and to gain knowledge of the truth, kindly 

allow that, as all peoples enter into your Church, all of Israel 

be saved." 

    

The prayer removes key words that Jews had found particu-

larly offensive in the earlier version, including a reference to 

their "blindness" and the need to "remove the veil from their 

hearts." It is of course a matter of record that this simply does 

not assuage the concerns expressed universally in the Jewish 

world, articulated by Rabbi David Rosen, a key Jewish-

Vatican liaison and head of inter-religious relations at the 

American Jewish Committee who said he was disappointed by 

the new text..  

   "It's  clear that there's no fullness of salvation outside the 

Church under the prayer's language”, he said. 

   Dialogue therefore must be continued between the two 

faiths to ensure that the rights and respect of one of the other 

are restored.  

   The Council of Christians and Jews must assume direct 

responsibility for such dialogue and every effort must be made 

to demonstrate that ecumenism must rule and that conversion 

of one faith to another is the right of the individual and not the 

right of the ecclesiastical regimen ruling any one particular 

faith. 

    Then there's that dreaded word Sharia. The media mishan-

dling of the Archbishop of Canterbury's statement is mind 

thundering. He didn't say the Muslim religious law should be 

introduced carte blanche throughout the United Kingdom. He 

didn't say it should replace common law. He didn't say the 

world should turn to Islam for its legal interpretations. Not one 

iota of the reporting outrages which have swamped the news-

paper pages and airwaves in recent weeks.  

   It behooves headers of Scene to go to the relevant websites 

(see Story, Page 1) and read for themselves just what was 

said. Then informed decisions can be made. Not ill informed 

ones based on media irresponsibility.  
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The man they called 

“our generation’s 

teacher” 
Israel: An Echo of Eternity (1968), an elegant expla- 
nation of the significance that Israel holds for Jews  
everywhere; and A Passion for Truth (1973), a remarkable 
comparative study of the Baal Shem Tov, the Kotzker 
Rebbe and Danish philosopher Soren Kierkegaard.  
  Along with these widely read books he wrote in  
English, Heschel believed that “music is the soul of 
language” and that “a sentence without a tone, without  
a musical quality is like a body without a soul.” He made 
sure that the language he employed and the literary cor-
pus he produced was full of soul.  
   “His works are like enchanted forests,” writes Fritz 
Rothschild. “If only we take the effort to enter them, we 
shall find them both enchanted and enchanting.”  
   These writings of Heschel’s are genuinely religious 
because they reflect his authentic religious life: a har-
mony of prayer, study, and action. His action consisted 
primarily in the unsung ethical and religious deeds of a 
pious Jew, but he also took a public stand on a number 
of social issues. 
 
Support for civil rights 
   This began early in his life and was particularly evident 
in an anti-Nazi lecture he delivered in Germany in 
March 1938.  Nevertheless, it was only in the last  
decade of his life that Heschel emerged as a recognised 
ethical leader of national and international prominence. 
This began in 1963 when he delivered the keynote ad-
dress at the National Conference on Religion and Race 
which led to widespread clergy participation in the great 
“march on Washington.” He was passionate and persis-

tent in his support of civil rights and in his condemna-
tion of racism. He often appeared with Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and he walked by his side in the great Selma 
march of 1965. 
   Heschel also protested the American involvement in 
the Vietnam war. He co-authored Vietnam: Crisis of Con-
science(1967) and he was a co-founder of Clergy and Laity 
Concerned about Vietnam, a national interfaith organisa-
tion that helped to bring and moral and religious impli-
cations of the Vietnam war to the attention of the peo-
ple. It was largely in connection with this organization 
that he spent an enormous amount of time and energy 
in the service of peace 
 
Immensely influential in interfaith relations. 
   Heschel was also the first major Jewish figure to urge 
world Jewry to come to the aid of the Jews in the Soviet 
Union who were suffering what he called “spiritual 
genocide,” and his efforts led to the formation of the 
American Conference on Soviet Jewry. “Early in the 
1960s,” writes Reuven Kimelman, “when Heschel was 
forging concern for Vietnam, he was simultaneously 
lighting the spark for one of the greatest protest move-
ments of Jewish history.  Heschel was also active and .  

    

   "Here was a man for whom God was real,” 
said renowned Protestant theologian Robert 
McAfee Brown about Abraham Joshua 
Heschel.  
   “It is not very often these days that one finds 
a person who communicates this reality, not 
even among theologians.” 
   Heschel communicated this reality of God 
through both words and deeds. After his death in, 
1972 one of his students was moved to say:  
“It was the love of God that was personified in 
him. ” Another scholar referred to Heschel’s 
books as “the domain of written love, of a love 
that weaves sentences to celebrate God.” 
   Born in Warsaw in 1907, Abraham Joshua 
Heschel was the descendent of long lines of rabbis 
and scholars within the Jewish mystical movement 
known as Hasidism and based on the teachings of 
Reb Israel ben Eliezer (c. 1690-1760), known as 
the Baal Shem Tov (Master of the Good Name)  
   Heschel grew up in an atmosphere of genuine 
Hasidic piety and learning, nurtured by a great 
wealth of Hasidic traditions and tales.  Heschel 
was also profoundly influenced by the only Hasi-
dic leader to challenge teachings of the Baal Shem: 
Reb Menahem Mendl of Kotzk (1787-1859), 
known as the Kotzker Rebbe (an Hasidic leader 
whose position is based on heredity or charisma). 
 
Heschel’s most influential books are the ones he 
wrote in English 
   In many ways, the Kotzker was the antithesis of 
the Baal Shem, and their dual influence upon 
the young Heschel perhaps accounts for much of 
the polarity and paradox in Heschel’s later writ-
ings. The Baal Shem found God everywhere and 
rejoiced in God’s presence. The Kotzker was 
dreadfully aware of God’s absence and stormed 
at the heavens, accosting God for permitting evil 
to exist in the world.  
   Heschel’s most influential books written after 
World War II are the ones he wrote in English: 
The Earth Is the Lord’s: The Inner World of the Jew in 
East Europe (1950), an eloquent tribute to the peo-
ple from whom Heschel learned to develop his 
own inner world as a Jew; The Sabbath: Its Meaning 
for Modern Man (1951), a penetrating study of sanc-
tity of time; Man Is Not Alone: A Philosophy of  
Religion (1951) and God In Search of Man: A Philoso-
phy of Judaism (1955), profound explorations of the 
grounds for faith in God and ways of responding 
to God; Man’s Quest for God:Studies in Prayer and 
Symbolism (1954), a collection of essays containing 
what many people regard as the most penetrating 
analysis of prayer written in twentieth century 
America; The Prophets (1962), a monumental 
studythat greatly expands the work on the proph-
ets thathe had done for his doctoral dissertation; 
Who Is Man? (1965), a cogent defence of the tran-
scendent dignity of being human; The Insecurity of 
Freedom: Essays on Human Existence (1966), a collec-
tion of twenty essays dealing with issues such as 
race relations, medical care, the plight of the eld-
erly, interfaith relations, and religious education:   

   
 

immensely influential in interfaith relations.   
   Most noteworthy is the prominent role he 
assumed in the negotiations between Jewish 
organisations and the hierarchy of the Roman 
Catholic Church before and during the Second 
Vatican Council.       
   He was the most influential American Jewish 
delegate at the Council, encouraging church 
leaders to condemn antisemitism, to eliminate 
anti-Judaism from church teachings, to acknowl-
edge the integrity and permanent preciousness 
of Judaism.  
 
He taught Jews and Christians to recognise the 
sanctity of each other’s religion     
Although the conciliar decree on interfaith rela-
tions, Nostra Aetate, did not fulfil Heschel’s ex-
pectations, he acknowledged it as a landmark in 
the history of Catholic-Jewish relations. He 
also had far-reaching interfaith influence apart 
from formal interfaith dialogue.  
   Through his writing, teaching, and public 
lecturing, he taught Jews and Christians to rec-
ognise the sanctity of each other’s religion and 
he helped them to realise the mutual spiritual 
benefits of interfaith encounter.  
   Living his last decade of life in the midst of an 
interfaith revolution he helped create, Heschel 
had the opportunity to reach the Christian world 
in ways unknown to Jews of previous genera-
tions.  
   And while he was one of many Jewish reli-
gious thinkers of the twentieth century , he 
more than others fostered an enhanced appre-
ciation of Judaism among Christians and, conse-
quently, new ways of understanding Christianity 
vis-a-vis Judaism. 
 
A pre-eminent guide     
   In the context of speaking of Heschel’s influ-
ence on Christians, Robert McAfee Brown 
makes this personal testimony:  
   “When I have been in his presence and have  
talked with him and have heard him pray, I have 
been moved to ask myself, ‘What have I got to 
tell this man about God?’ and thus far I have 
never found an answer.  
   “At this stage of Christian-Jewish dialogue I 
remain content to learn.”  
   But having led Christians into the grandeur of 
the Jewish tradition, Heschel has convinced 
many of them that Jewish understandings of 
God as they have developed through the centu-
ries are every bit as profound as that which 
Christian theologians usually have claimed can 
be attained only by means of Christian faith..  
   The  philosopher Charles Hartshorne ex-
presses the view of many Christians when he 
writes:  
“If there has been a theology whose supreme 
principle is divine love, this is it.”  
   For Christians as well as for Jews, then,  
Abraham Joshua Heschel is a pre-eminent guide 
to the reality and the relevance of God.  

“For Christians as well as for Jews,  

     Abraham Joshua Heschel is a  

    pre-eminent guide to the reality  

     and to the relevance of God”  



Apple packs Sydney CCJ  
Luncheon Club meeting 

 

a writing teacher.  
   Nor would he have had any 
strong influence on the gospel 
writers who were addressing differ-
ent audiences to the people to 
whom Jesus preached, Rabbi  
Apple posited. 
   A spirited and eloquent vote of 
thanks was moved by NSW  
Council  Executive member, Dr. 
David Wansbrough and met with 
acclaim. 
   Luncheon Club convenor and 
NSW CCJ former Treasurer, Brian 
Bennett stressed that the extended 
promotional effort which had 
brought such a large audience to 
this meeting of the Club will be 
actively pursued for subsequent 
events throughout 2008. 

In a milestone event, the NSW 
CCJ's bi-monthly Luncheon 
Club which has of late been 
struggling with audiences in the 
10s and 20s turned out totally to 
pack Sydney's Great Synagogue 
Memorial Hall last month. 
   The event, an address by Rabbi 
Raymond Apple attracted over 150 
people from many Christian and 
Jewish organisations.  
   The controversial topic of the 
Apple address, "Would  Jesus have 
agreed with the New Testament?" 
was a strong drawcard for many in 
the audience. 
   Rabbi Apple contended that 
Jesus would not have had a great 
deal to do with the writing of the 
New Testament, given he was not  

A section of the large Luncheon Club audience at Sydney’s Great  Synagogue Memorial Hall 

Learning curve: Auschwitz day trip 
for United Kingdom school students 
TWO sixth-formers from every school in 
England are to visit Auschwitz to learn 
about the Holocaust, under a govern-
ment-funded initiative to help ensure 
the lessons of the Nazi genocide live on 
with a new generation. 
   British Schools Minister Jim Knight said 
he wants the teenagers who take part to 
educate their classmates and communities 
in turn by giving them their own accounts 
of the death camp in Poland where more 
than one million Jews, Roma, Sinti, gay, 
disabled and black people were put to 
death.  
   The British Government will fund the 
greater majority of the cost of each stu-
dent's trip.  
   While their schools must find 100 pounds  
stg.  ($247), the Education Department will 
find the remaining 200 pound stg. per trip 
over the next three years.  
   Teenagers selected for the visit will meet 
an Auschwitz survivor, be shown around 
the camp's barracks and crematoriums and 
see the registration documents of inmates, 
piles of hair, shoes, clothes and other items 
seized by the Nazis.  
   They will also hear first-hand accounts of 
life and death in the camp and end the visit 
at a memorial service 

   "The Holocaust was one of the most 
significant events in world history,"  
Mr Knight said.  
   "Six million people died, not for 
what they had done, but simply for 
who they were.  
   "What strikes me is the sheer scale 
of it and how industrialised and 
mechanised the process of killing  
people became at Auschwitz.  
   It was not hot-blooded brutality; it 
happened in a very planned way, with 
some people designing the process of 
death and others carrying it out.  
   “Every young person should have an 
understanding of this."  
   Students taking part in the visit will 
fly to Poland and back in a day, leaving 
at 5am and returning at 10pm.  
   The visit takes students first to 
Oswiecim, the small town situated  
next to the Auschwitz death and  
concentration camp, where the local 
Jewish community lived before the 
start of the World War II.  
   They will then see the remnants of 
the gas chambers at Birkenau, where 
the vast majority of the camp’s victims 
were murdered.  

 Churches unite in leap of  faith 
   The Anglican and Catholic churches are about to embark on a 
joint venture - a first for NSW.    Three regional heads of the two 
denominations will sign a covenant of co-operation in Newcastle 
next month. 
   Although co-operation exists on parish levels in some areas, it will be 
only the second time in Australia that Catholic and Anglican dioceses have 
agreed to a formal covenant. 
   Anglican Bishop of Newcastle Dr Brian Farran said that although there 
were issues dividing Christian churches, the covenant was an indication of 
what they had in common and a commitment to heal differences. 
   The joint team is devising the service, which will take place in Newcas-
tle's Anglican Cathedral and involve signatures from bishops, priests and 
lay people. 
   Bishop of South Sydney, Robert Forsyth, said: "We'll watch with some 
interest how it works out. This is quite unusual." 

   Bishop Michael Putney, chairman of the Catholic Bishops Commission 
for Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Relations, said these agreements were 
encouraged by Rome "as a way forward to build on what we've achieved 
through our dialogues". 
   Three bishops will be signatories as the Anglican diocese spans the 
Catholic areas of Maitland-Newcastle, headed by Bishop Michael Malone, 
and Broken Bay, led by Bishop David Walker. 
   They will agree to an annual ecumenical service of worship, an annual 
joint clergy day, annual exchange of pulpits and exploration of possibilities 
for sharing church plant. 
 
A step further 
   Catholic and Anglican clergy would visit each other's churches to give 

Sunday sermons and take part in wor-
ship services and church halls and 
community centres could be shared.  
   When land developments are 
opened, joint facilities could be built 
to conserve resources. 
   Bishop Malone said there was a 
good working relationship between 
the two churches, but it was "another 
 
 
"We'll watch with some interest how it 
works out. This is quite unusual.”:  
Robert Forsyth,  
Bishop of South Sydney -4- 
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    “They will agree to an annual ecumenical  
  service of worship, an annual joint clergy day,  
   annual exchange of pulpits and exploration  
       of possibilities for sharing church plant” 

 
thing to take it a step further". 
   "Over the last 100 years there has been a feeling of sorrow for disunity and 
an effort to build goodwill. This year is also the 100th  
anniversary of the week of prayer for Christian unity." 
    
Positive step nationally 
The Newcastle-based president of the National Council of Churches, retired 
Anglican bishop Richard Appleby said the move was a very positive step na-
tionally: "We rejoice that this is happening and it is a trend that's picking up 
around the country." 
   Sharing church resources, particularly in new developments, would help 
both churches, Bishop Farran said. 
 

“This will be a statement that we don't want to 
waste resources”    Dr Brian Farran, Anglican Bishop of Newcastle  
 
   "There are already cases in rural areas where resources are stretched and 
many 'competing' church buildings are being used for a few parishioners. This 
will be a statement that we don't want to waste resources. 
   "There is much goodwill already between our denominations and we have 
been running successful combined clergy days for many years. I'm sure there 
will be a solid welcome by parishioners for the annual exchange of pulpits." 



Open letter from the President  
of  the International Council  
of  Christians and Jews     

Dear Colleagues, 
   Later this year two important events will take 
place in a Catholic context with broader interre-
ligious implications.  
   The first is the October Roman Synod of 
Catholic Bishops which has the Bible as its cen-
tral focus. The preliminary material for this 
Synod lists Catholic- Jewish relations as a line 
item.   
   I would hope that ICCJ member organizations 
would contact Catholic Bishops going to the 
Synod from their respec- tive countries to urge 
that they support this proposal for a constructive 
statement on C-J relations in the final Synod  
document.  
   The second event is the announcent of a Jubi-
lee Year in honour of St. Paul by Pope Benedict 
XVI to begin this summer. 
   Here are some talking points for any contact 
you may make with local Bishops: 
 
   1) The Synod should definitely include some-
thing on C-J relations in its eventual document as 
the preliminary material has proposed. 
 
   2) The Pontifical Biblical Commission docu-
ment on The Jews and Their Scriptures in the 
NT, with its positive introduction by then Cardi-
nal Ratzinger, should be brought into the Synod 
as a major resource. 
    
  3) The Synod in its document should emphasize 
how strongly contemporary bibical scholarship 
sees Jesus as very integrated in the Jewish com 
 

munity of his time re: spirituality, ethics, etc.4) 
The Synod should emphasize that we cannot 
fully and accurately understand Jesus' teaching 
without appreciating and understanding the 
Jewish context in which it arose. 
  
 5) The so-called "Old Testament" must be 
seen, as it was regarded by Jesus, as a major 
resource for authentic Christian faith. It cannot 
any longer be viewed as only as a prelude or 
foil for Christian faith..  
   The Pontifical Biblical Commission's asser-
tion that Jewish interpretations of these biblical 
books have their own authenticity should be 
acknowledged in the synod document. 
 
 6) As the church begins the celebration of the 
Pauline Jubilee Year it will be important to 
bring to the fore the new understanding of Paul 
as also deeply imbued in Judaism in a positive 
way, a perspective clearly emerging on contem-
porary biblical scholarship, and not as the per-
son responsible for driving a wedge between 
Christianity and Judaism through his often mis-
interpreted comments about "law" and 
"gospel" and "law" and "grace."    This point 
should be made in the final synod document.  
   But there should also be scheduled events 
and conferences that bring to public attention 
this more recent perspective on Paul lest the 
Jubilee Year become an occasion for repeating 
traditional views of Paul that have been harm-
ful for Christian-Jewish reconciliation. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
John T. Pawlikowski, OSM, Ph.D,  
President 

“...it will be impor-
tant to bring to the 
fore the new under-
standing of  Paul as 
also deeply imbued in 
Judaism in a positive 
way, a perspective 
clearly emerging on 
contemporary biblical 
scholarship and not 
as the person  
responsible for driving 
a wedge between 
Christianity and  
Judaism”  
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 The Meaning of the Eucharist in the Christian Tradition  

 Speaker: 
 REV. DR. Allan CADWALLADER 
  

 Alan Cadwallader, Senior Anglican Lecturer in  

 the Adelaide College of Divinity. will show the  

 roots of the Eucharist in the Passover and pre- 

 side at an actual Celebration of  the Eucharist,  

 providing a teaching commentary on its  

 historical development and on its message. 

 

 date: Thursday, April 19   

 Venue: Chapel of Reconciliation  

 The Adelaide  College of Divinity 34 Lipsett   

 Terrace, Brooklyn Park Time: 8 pm 

TO: ICCJ Member 
Organisations 



Victoria CCJ 

changes guard 
At  its recent Annual General Meeting, 
the Victorian Council elected a new 
Board of Management . 

Chairman   
Mr. Walter Rapoport 
 
Vice Chairman  
The Rev'd Graham  McAnalley 
 
Hon. Secretary  
Mr. Albert  Isaacs 
 
Hon. Treasurer   
Dr. Philip Bliss 
 
Executive Committee  
Professor Anthony Charles Bailey 
Rabbi Ehud Bandel 
Rev'd Peter Bentley 
Mr. William Clancy, AM 
Mr. John  Cohen OAM 
Fr. Paul Duffy SJ 
Rabbi Ralph Genende 
Mrs. Penny Jakobovits 

ACCJ salutes one of its strong 
supporters 
The Australian Council of Chris-
tians and Jews has expressed  
pleasure at the announcement by 
the Governor-General, in the 
Australia Day Honours List, that 
Dr Paul Gardner has been ap-
pointed a Member of the Order 
of Australia, and offers him its 
congratulations upon his recep-
tion of this well deserved honour. 
The citation for the honour reads: 
“For service to the Jewish community 
through executive roles with organisa-
tions fostering interfaith and intercul-
tural relations, and to the promotion 
and development of human rights and 
social justice.”  
 
Australian art meets the  
Apocalypse: environmentally 
responsible exhibition to open 
in Melbourne 
The exhibition, Bal Tashchit – 
Thou Shalt Not Destroy which 
opens next month at the Jewish 
Museum of Australia in Mel-
bourne will illuminate environ-
mental prescriptions in the  
Hebrew Bible by bringing to-
gether fourteen contemporary 
Australian artists, Jewish and  
non-Jewish, working across the 
media of painting, drawing,  
photography, and sculpture.  
   Warnings of environmental 
catastrophe were written well 
before such terms as carbon 
emission and global warming 
entered our lexicon.   
   While this exhibition takes as  
its base the writings of the Torah 
and rabbinic commentary, the 
warnings in the Hebrew Bible are 
universal and  irrevocably rele- 
vant today. 
   Bal Tashchit coincides with the 
Jewish Museum, under the stew-
ardship of director,  Dr Helen 
Light, turning ‘green’.  
   Like many organisations around 
the world, the museum is  
acknowledging the responsibility 
of neutralising, as far as possible, 
their own  inadvertent waste.  
   This move is more than sym-
bolic: it is a sign of practicality at 
a time  when human activity, 
whether at home or in the office, 
whether individual or as a group, 
can create enormous change. 
 
The exhibition will be held at the 
Jewish Museum of Australia  
26 Alma Rd, St Kilda, Vic from  
April 8 to June 29 June 2008  
Further information can be obtained 
from: 
www.jewishmuseum.com.au  
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Planet Is everyone's responsibility 
Archbishop tells United Nations 
   In a speech to the 62nd session of the U.N. General Assembly titled 
"Addressing Climate Change: The United Nations and the World at Work" 
the permanent observer of the Holy See to the United Nations, Archbishop 
Celestino Migliore said: 
   "The ongoing debate on climate change has helped put into focus the ines-
capable responsibility of one and all to care for the environment, thereby 
building consensus around the common objective of promoting a healthy  
environment for present and future generations."  
   In particular, Archbishop Migliore noted the work done personally by the Holy 
Father. 
   "The personal commitment and numerous public appeals of Pope Benedict XVI 
have generated awareness campaigns for a renewed sense of respect for and the need 
to safeguard God's creation," he stated.  
   "Individuals and communities have started to change their lifestyles, aware that 
personal and collective behaviour impacts climate and the overall health of the envi-
ronment. 
   "While such lifestyle changes at times may seem irrelevant, every small initiative to 
reduce or offset one's carbon footprint, be it the avoidance of the unnecessary use of 
transport or the daily effort to reduce energy consumption, contributes to mitigating 
environmental decay and concretely shows commitment to environmental care." 
    
Shared responsibility 
The prelate also noted the Holy See's practical steps to participate in safeguarding the 
environment including participation in a tree planting project in Hungary which will 
"will provide environmental benefits to the host country, assist in the recovery  
of an environmentally degraded tract of land, and provide local jobs." 
   Archbishop Migliore highlighted the shared responsibility of individuals and nations 
in protecting the planet. 
   "It is incumbent upon every individual and nation to seriously assume one's share 
of the responsibility to find and implement the most balanced approach possible to 
this challenge," he said.  
   "Sustainable development provides the key to a strategy that harmoniously takes 
into account the demands of environmental preservation, climate change, economic 
development and basic human needs." 
 
Clean and green 
   Migliore encouraged the use of "clean technologies," saying they are an important 
component of sustainable development and he recommended that developing coun-
tries be helped to learn from the mistakes made by their highly-industrialized counter-
parts. 
   "The pooling of resources makes initiatives of mitigation and adaptation economi-
cally accessible to most, thus assisting those less equipped to pursue development 
while safeguarding the environment," he said. 
   The Archbishop further urged that markets patronise "green economies" and not  
to "sustain demand for goods whose very production causes environmental degrada-
tion." 
   "Consumers must be aware that their consumption patterns have direct impact on 
the health of the environment," he stated.  
   "Thus through interdependence, solidarity and accountability, individuals and na-
tions together will be more able to balance the needs of sustainable development with 
those of good stewardship at every level. 
   "Indeed, the challenge of climate change is at once individual, local, national and 
global. Accordingly, it urges a multilevel coordinated response, with mitigation and 

adaptation programs simultaneously individual, local, na-
tional and global in their vision and scope."                               

“pooling of resources makes initiatives 

of mitigation and adaptation  

economically accessible to most,  

thus assisting those less equipped to  

pursue development while  

safeguarding the environment."  

       

Archbishop Celestino Migliore                   
 

 

The hymns I liked best 
   Author Fay Zwicky’s recent speech to the  
Western Australia branch of the Council 
contained a nostalgic recollection of hymns 
which she liked best when growing up in 
Melbourne. Among them, she said, was a 
hymn ascribed to St. Patrick called,  
enigmatically, St. Patrick's Breastplate:    
            I bind unto myself today 
           The virtues of the starlit heaven, 
           The glorious sun's life-giving ray, 
           The whiteness of the moon at even, 
           The flashing of the lightning free, 
           The whirling wind's tempestuous shocks, 
           The stable earth, the deep salt sea, 
           Around the old eternal rocks. 
  “Coming from a home of some turbu-
lence, I liked the bare simplicity and medi-
tative stillness of the Sarum Primer of 
1558,” she said.   
   “ It seemed to offer a safe passage 
through a stormy world from beginning to 
end, but I hadn't yet learned to question 
anything about belief when I took its sim-

ple lines to heart” 
God be in my head, 
And in my  
       understanding. 
God be in my eyes, 
And in my looking; 
God be in my mouth, 
And in my speaking; 
God be in my heart, 
And in my thinking; 
God be at mine end, 
And at my departing. 

 

 

Fay Zwicky 



 AROUND THE WORLD 
Ten Commandments and a just society 
At his regular weekly audience on 25 January, Pope Benedict XVI said that 
God's law offered a blueprint for "peace and harmony in the world." 
Speaking to 7,500 people in the Paul VI auditorium, the Pope called atten-
tion to the publication of his first encyclical, Deus Caritas Est, and the con-
clusion of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
The Pope's address was a meditation on Psalm 143 (144), "the king's 
prayer", which, said Benedict, provided a vision of a time "when the voice 
of evil will finally be silent," with the complete victory of God's people. 
The text depicted an ideal society, marked by contented families, abundant 
crops, and "the entire civil community finally enjoying the precious gift of 
peace and of public order." 
This vision could be realised, he said, only through "the work of the Mes-
siah and his people" and could be reached only by making a clear choice to 
"take the side of God, of love and of justice." The psalmist says that he 
will play on a 10-stringed harp, and Benedict - following St Augustine, 
whose commentary he cited - interpreted that image as a reference to the 
Ten Commandments. 
 
Alaska diocese to declare bankruptcy 
The Catholic Diocese of Fairbanks, Alaska, plans to file for bankruptcy 
after failed talks with an insurer and mounting legal expenses from clergy 
sex-abuse claims, becoming the 6th U.S. diocese to seek bankruptcy. 
 
Church of England finds something missing: Bibles 
The Church of England has discovered a shortage of a basic piece of 
equipment that it really cannot afford to do without -- an adequate supply 
of Bibles for its churches. 
 
Sderot Inaugurates Renovated Bomb Shelters funded by Christians  
As Qassam rocket barrages from Gaza continue to strike the embattled 
town of Sderot in southern Israel, the International Fellowship of Christians and 
Jews (IFCJ) and the Sderot Municipality held a special ceremony on Thurs-
day, February 7, 2008 to inaugurate 32 public bomb shelters, renovated 
with the help of IFCJ and its Christian supporters. 
Funded at a cost of $1.5 million, the upgraded shelters were declared op-
erational several weeks ago, providing Sderot's 20,000 residents desper-
ately-needed protection from daily missile strikes launched by Hamas and 
other terrorist elements in Gaza. 
The event marking the shelters' completion was attended by Israeli Deputy 
Defense Minister Matan Vilnai, IFCJ Founder and  President Rabbi 
Yechiel Eckstein, Sderot Mayor Eli Moyal, as well as municipal officials 
and large numbers of residents who will benefit from the shelters' recent 
rehabilitation 
 
Ethnic, political rifts shackle Kenya churches role says WCC leader  
Ethnic and political divisions have prevented church leaders in Kenya 
from responding to the political crisis in their country, the main governing 
body of the World Council of Churches has been told by its general secre-
tary, the Rev. Samuel Kobia.  
  
Church unity quest means facing hard questions says WCC leader  
The moderator of the World Council of Churches says the world's largest 
Christian grouping needs to persevere in the pursuit of unity, amid ques-
tioning that the ecumenical movement has become irrelevant or is even 
dying. 
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Queen distributes Royal Maundy in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Armagh 
Buckingham Palace has announced that the Queen, accompanied by the 
Duke of Edinburgh distributed the Royal Maundy in St Patrick’s Church of 
Ireland Cathedral, Armagh for the first time outside England. Only on one 
occasion was it held in Wales, in St David’s Cathedral in 1982. 
 

Bishop hosts unique France Culture Radio discussion on Week of 
Prayer and the plight of Iraqi Christians 
Bishop Pierre Whalon of the Convocation of American Churches in Europe 
hosted a January 20 discussion on France Culture radio about the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity and the plight of Iraqi Christians. 
Bishop Whalon, who was joined by Pasteur Gill Daudé, ecumenical officer of 
Fédération Protestante de France, was invited to host the radio station's Prot-
estant Hour. "This is fairly prestigious," said Jere Myrick Skipper, Canon for 
Mission in the Convocation of American Churches in Europe. "It's like being 
asked to be guest host on National Public Radio (NPR) in the U.S." 
 
Worldwide challenge to China over support for Sudan 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu is amongst Nobel Peace Prize laureates, politi-
cians, artists, writers, and sportsmen and women from across the world who 
have added their voices to the calls for China to abandon its support for 
Sudan.  
 
World Council of Churches now has 349 members 
For the first time a church from Laos has formally joined the World Council 
of Churches swelling the membership of the largest global Christian grouping 
to 349. Joining the WCC are the Independent Presbyterian Church in Brazil 
and the Evangelical Church of Laos. 
 
Greek Orthodox Church elects a new head 
The Greek Orthodox Church last month elected a new leader to replace the 
late Archbishop Christodoulos 
   After two rounds of voting, senior clergy chose Metropolitan Bishop Ierony-
mous of Thebes to become the next Metropolitan of Athens.  

   Within an hour of the vote, Metropolitan Ieronymous (pictured) accompa-
nied by other candidates for the office, appeared on the balcony of the 
archbishop’s office before cheering crowds. 
   "In whichever position the church appoints us, no matter how high, we 
must know that our leader is Christ," the Metro-
politan Ieronymous said. 
   The archbishop was enthroned on February 16. 
   Unlike his predecessor Archbishop Christodou-
lous, Bishop Ieronymous enjoys good relations 
with the Ecumenical Patriarch in Istanbul. Patri-
arch Bartholomew I who sent a letter of congratu-
lations to the clergyman upon his election. 
   Archbishop Christodoulos and Patriarch Bar-
tholomew both worked to heal the schism between 
the Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church.  Giorgos Moustakis, a theol-
ogy and sociology professor, told the Associated Press that Orthodox efforts 
to end the schism are "very, very delicate because there is resistance from 
within (parts of) the church." He said that despite the pressure, he predicted 
the new archbishop "won't leave the issue to die." 
 

Anglican group seeks full communion with Rome 
The Traditional Anglican Communion, 400,000 laity and clergy separate from 
the Anglican Church, has drawn up detailed plans on how to come into full 
communion with the Holy See, according to a report in the US National Catho-
lic Register late last year. 
After 12 years of consultations, both internally and informally with the Vati-
can, the group - with the help of a Catholic layman - is preparing a "Pastoral 
Plan" asking the Vatican for an "Anglican Rite Church" that would preserve 
their Anglican heritage while allowing them to be "visibly united" with Rome. 
The Traditional Anglican Communion's worldwide Primate, Archbishop John 
Hepworth, hoped the group's College of Bishops would approve the plan at a 

possible Synod in Rome. 
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consistency, but also reveals the tragic flaw that 
relegated the Jews to be ‘lesser victims’. 
   His failure points to the moral crisis within 
many parts of the fractured Christian Common- 
 

   ”Powerful myths have been  
      created about this man.  
 Pius XII was not an antisemitic  
         villain; nor a ‘lamb  
             without stain’” 
 
wealth, as well as the personal culpability of  Eu-
genio Pacelli, the man and pope. 
 
Foreword by Michael Phayer. 
   Paul O’Shea is an Australian historian and edu-
cator. His research has focussed on Pope Pius XII 
and Catholic responses to the Holocaust.   
   O’Shea is a founding member of the Australian 
Institute of Holocaust and Genocide Studies and 
the Senior Religious Education Coordinator at St 
Patrick’s College, Strathfield. He lives in Sydney.  

The papacy of Pius XII (1939-1958) has been a source  
of near-constant criticism and dispute since his death half  
a century ago.  
   Central to the dispute is the alleged ‘silence’ of the Pope 
during the years of the Holocaust. By examining the often 
little studied pre-papal life of Eugenio Pacelli much can be 
found to understand the policies, actions and statements of 
Pius XII during the war.  
  When examining the Holocaust, it is imperative to place  
it within the contexts of Christian Judeophobia, modernity  
and the many intersections between the two.  
   Powerful myths have been created about this man.  
Pius XII was not an antisemitic villain; nor a ‘lamb without 
stain’. The opening of the Vatican German archives up to 
1939 helped add detail and nuance to the author’s writing.  
   His methodology depended upon contextual interpreta-
tion of documents and material from many sources over the 
man’s entire professional religious life up to 1943.  
   This led the author to the conclusion that Pius XII did, in 
fact, act in a consistent manner towards the persecuted Jews 
of Europe, and had done so since the advent of National  
Socialism in the 1920s.  
   Pacelli’s behaviour during the war confirms his essential  


