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Scene 

Christian & Jewish 

   One month after the 2007 International 

Conference in Sydney, ICCJ opened its  

Young Leadership Council’s annual con-

ference in the small village of Yardley 

Hastings, a short distance from the city of 

Northampton in the UK.  

   For six days delegates from 13 countries 

explored the theme "To Share the World - Reli-

gious Diversity and Respect". Among the nations 

represented were. Ireland and Iraq, Israel and 

Sweden, Germany and Egypt, many from 

Europe and the Middle East. 

   Each day’s program consisted of interfaith 

chevruta. (Chevruta is a Jewish way of studying 

texts in pairs or small groups). Studies under-

taken included those from the Christian, Jewish 

and Muslim traditions, exploring different 

topics such as prayer and revelation.  

   The aim was also to have participants from 

the three faiths in each of the groups.  

   Said one of the young participants: “it is a 

real revelation to hear how people from other 

faiths interpret your own tradition”. 

   Another important part of the conference 

was sharing each other's holy days. Delegates 

attended Muslim Friday prayer, celebrated 

Jewish Shabbat and went together to Sunday 

Young Leadership promises 
the future at Youth Conference 

The International Council’s The International Council’s The International Council’s The International Council’s     

calendar promises  a busy start calendar promises  a busy start calendar promises  a busy start calendar promises  a busy start 

to the new yearto the new yearto the new yearto the new year    

    

January 2008. In co-operation with 

ICCJ member Three Faiths Forum, a 

workshop type meeting will be held in 

London to re-start the trilateral ICCJ 

Abrahamic Forum Council. 

March 9-11, . Meeting of the ICCJ 

Executive in Heppenheim, Germany, 

Preparations are being made for a 

major public event on March 10.  

June 22-26,. Annual ICCJ Confer-

ence in Jerusalem. The programme 

also will include pre- and post confer-

ence study programmes under the 

auspices of the Interreligious Co-

ordinating Council Israel (ICCI) 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Church services. 

    One room at  the Crossways conference centre 

was dedicated to prayers. Muslim participants gath-

ered there several times a day and every evening 

there was Christian evening prayer. The diversity 

within the different religions was a great asset. An 

example of this was a presentation by one of the 

Egyptian participants who provided a glimpse of 

the richness of the Coptic tradition during Coptic 

evening prayers. 

  

“The diversity within the  

different religions  

was a great asset” 
 

   Cooking and cleaning up was done by the partici-

pants themselves, working in teams. People from  

different cultures together reading recipes in Eng-

lish provided a unique lesson in co-operation and 

communication. (pictured top right) 

   The overall observations by the conference par-

ticipants recognised preliminary tensions when 

people of such diverse backgrounds meet. Never-

theless, they reported having learned a great deal 

about both themselves and others participating in 

the conference.  

    YLC also held its Annual General Meeting during 

the conference. Lena Ohlsson (Sweden) finished 

her term as chair and John Robinson (Ireland) was 

elected new chair. 

Scene welcomes new sponsor 
  An extremely generous grant by the Gandel Charitable 
Trust has been received by the Australian Council of Chris-
tians and Jews. 
  The grant will relieve the not inconsiderable financial 
burden which, to date, has been borne by the Council’s 
State branches of the constantly rising costs of publishing 
and distributing the quarterly issues of SCENE. 
   At the recent 2007 Annual General Meeting, the issue of 
communications was discussed at considerable length and 
plans were outlined for increasing the volume of communi-
cation with Council members via publication material and 
greater emphasis on electronic media communication. 
   The Council’s Executive expressed its sincere apprecia-
tion to the Trustees of the Gandel  Charitable Trust for its 
continuing support for the work of the Council. 

  Mendelson hands over  
 Australian Council chair  
At last month’s Annual General Meeting of the Australian 
Council of Christians and Jews, long-serving chairman, 
Henry Mendelson has announced his retirement from the 
position. The meeting 
elected William Clancy AM 
(right) who has served as 
vice chairman for the past  
four years, to succeed him. 
   Elected as vice chairman 
was Ron Hoenig,, currently 
co-chair of the Australian 
Council’s South Australian 
branch. 
   Re-elected as Hon.  
Secretary is Sr. Marianne 
Dacy of Sydney and Hon. 
Treasurer, Dr. Philip Bliss of 
Melbourne. 
   Other Executive members are Professor Rowan Strong 
(WA) and Mrs. Pam Rothman, (ACT)  
   Mendelson will remain on the Executive as past chair-
man and continue his role as Editor of Scene. 
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An appreciation of the Gandel Trust 
 

   This issue of Scene is perhaps one of the 

most significant in the publication’s 12 or so 

years’ history. 

   For the first time, the financial burden of the 

preparation, printing and distribution of the 

publication does not impact on the compara-

tively slender finances of the Australian Coun-

cil of Christians and Jews. 

   With preparation and printing costs’ ever 

spiralling upward direction, the generosity of 

the Gandel Trust (See Page 1) has enabled 

the Council to proceed with emboldened and 

progressive publication plans which heretofore 

were simply out of range of its resources. 

   The recently elected Executive of the ACCJ 

has indicated it wants to improve the level of 

communication to members and the grant 

which has been received from the Gandel 

Charitable Trust will make this possible.  

   The Council is on record as being most 

grateful to the Trustees and the Trust’s  

Executive Director, Mr. Laurence Joseph. 

 

A new broom comes sweeping in 

    

   The newly elected Executive of the ACCJ 

which was confirmed at last month’s Annual 

General Meeting sees the Chairmanship 

transfer from New South Wales to Victoria and 

from a member of the Jewish faith to a  

Christian which, in keeping with the character 

of the organisation,  is one of the tenets of its 

constitution. 

   The new Executive spells new plans, new 

initiatives and new directions for the Council 

for the future and one of its building blocks will 

obviously be the outcome of the successful 

2007 International Conference held in Sydney 

earlier this year. 

   It would of course be regrettable if the out-

comes of the enormous amount of work by the 

many who assisted with the conference  

organisation were to be lost.  

   It is therefore a major objective of the incom-

ing Executive to recognise these outcomes 

and build on them to establish strong working 

plans to further the work of the Council 

throughout Australia. 

   One of the major needs for this to succeed 

will of course be the need for increased mem-

bership and it will be incumbent on all State 

branches to promote this during 2008. 

  Addressing a multi-faith audience of over 120, 
including members of the Abrahamic Alliance 
and the Council of Christians and Jews the visit-
ing academic, author and retired rabbi addressed 
the centrality of the patriarch Abraham to all 
three contemporary monotheistic religions – 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Simply encapsu-
lated, he asked the question: 
“Who owns Abraham?” 
   A founding member of the Jewish-Christian-
Muslim Annual Student Conference in Europe, 
Rabbi Magonet is invited to address interfaith 
meetings all over the world. After his Perth visit 
he took time out from an event-filled itinerary in 
Sydney to participate in the international Council 
of Christians and Jews conference (Scene: August 
2007) In addition, he is the author of a book on 
the topic; “Talking to the Other”.  Even so, he 
claims his knowledge of interfaith dialogue or 
‘trialogue’ as he calls it, is textual and not aca-
demic. 
   In spite of this, the Rabbi eloquently summa-
rised the different claims of each religion to 
Abraham as a patriarch, highlighting many of the 
similarities and differences including the histori-
cal events and influences each religion has 
adopted to arrive at its present-day position. 
   Rabbi Magonet agued that the question, “Who 
owns Abraham?” is possible only in our modern 
world because historically none of the religions 
mentioned has been interested in dialogue with 
the other.  Today that has changed and Abraham 
is perceived as a common link through which 
multi-faith dialogue can be nurtured. 
   "Abraham is central to all three faiths not only 
because of his unique relationship with God, but 
also because of his life of righteousness and jus-
tice – important values to which all three relig-
ions aspire," Rabbi Magonet said.. 
   "Between Judaism and Islam, especially reading 

 l to r:   CCJWA Vice-Chair, Ken Arkwright, 
Rabbi Professor Jonathan Magonet; CCJWA 
Committee member, Ralph Hickling 

Who owns Abraham? Rabbi 
Magonet asks    Charmaine Ryan reports 

 
Visiting Australia, Rabbi Professor Jonathan Magonet continued his popular Sunday 
afternoon lectures earlier this year in Perth's Temple David Social Hall.   

from the Midrash and Qur’an, are many interre-
lated events.  Among the more obvious is that 
both religions claim a direct heritage from 
Abraham’s sons, Ishmael and Isaac, and both 
focus on good deeds. 
   "In contrast, Christianity is a religion focused 
on belief.  However, Rabbi Magonet said, 
“Jesus is firmly locked into the Jewish tradition” 
and Christians share the Torah.  Paul also uses 
Abraham as an example of ‘righteousness’ and 
writes that a belief in God is essential to be-
come ‘children of Abraham’. 
   Concluding his talk, the Rabbi, commented 
that the meeting between Abraham and Mel-
chizedek in Genesis 14 is perhaps the first ex-
ample of interfaith dialogue. 
   At the conclusion of the afternoon, Rabbi 
Magonet was enthusiastically thanked by the 
Council of Christians and Jews and presented 
with a copy of the History of Jews in Western 
Australia.  
  
 
  

Holy See urges Israelis, Palestinians to commit to peace 
The Holy See is convinced that a two-state 
solution is the best way to solve the crisis be-
tween Israelis and Palestinians in the Middle 
East. Archbishop Celestino Migliore, perma-
nent observer of the Holy See to the United 
Nations (pictured below) affirmed this recently 

when he addressed the 62nd 
session of the U.N. General 
Assembly. 
 
True resolve 
   The archbishop said that 
at the heart of the matter is 
the problem of injustice.     
   "To postpone endlessly 
the resolution of this con-
flict by a refusal to negotiate 

and to compromise reasonably, by indecision or 
by a willingness to maintain the status quo, is to 
perpetuate injustice," he said 
   Affirming that the Holy See believes a two-
state solution has the best chance to settle the 
crisis, Archbishop Migliore called on both Is-
raelis and Palestinians to resolve themselves to 
work for peace. 
He called on “groups within both civil societies 

to reach out to one another to offer and receive 
forgiveness and reconciliation, adding that while 
the international community can only do so much 
in providing support needed to bring an end to the 
conflict, this is the primary responsibility of the 
parties directly concerned and the neighbouring 
countries who have immediate interests in the 
whole question." 

 
    “To postpone endlessly the    
   resolution of this conflict is to   
         perpetuate injustice” 

 
   The prelate continued: "While the international 
community can only do so much in providing all 
the support needed to bring together those in 
conflict, it is indispensable that the parties must  
set aside the pretence of peacemaking and start  
full negotiations on the two-state solution.” 
   He called on groups within the Israeli and Pales-
tinian civil societies which, “sharing the same loss 
and fear, reach out to one another to offer and 
receive forgiveness and reconciliation.” 
.  
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During World War II and the Nazi occupation of  

France, the old  Huguenot mountain village of Le 

Chambon-sur-Lignon, France, turned itself into a 

a haven of refuge for Jews and other refugees.   

   It has been estimated that some 5,000 Jews found  

shelter, briefly or for extended periods, in Le  

Chambon and in other villages and hamlets of the 

 Plateau Vivarais-Lignon that surrounds Le  

Chambon. 

   In that tiny corner of the world, the peasants and  

villagers turned no one way, betrayed no one,  

attempted to convert no one. There was something  

to be done, and they simply did it.    

   Israel’s Holocaust Memorial Yad Vashem normally  

honours only individuals for their righteous deeds 

during  that trying time; the area of Le Chambon has  

been honoured collectively and a tree planted in its  

honour along the Avenue of the Righteous. 

 

  “there was something to be done,  

          and they simply did it”   
 

   The Chambon Foundation now strives to plant some- 

thing more.  Tourists now come to Le Chambon— 

situated in south-central France an hour and a half’s  

drive from Lyon or Saint-Etienne—not merely for the  

beautiful scenery and the invigorating mountain air;  

but the moral air and for the peace and inspiration  

they hope to find there.   

   Not a wealthy community, Le Chambon nonetheless  

seeks to respond to this need to become useful again. 

   Thus, on June 24, 2002, the city council of Le Cham 

bon-sur-Lignon voted unanimously to partner with the  

Chambon Foundation to create a village-wide and area- 

wide multifaceted museum project. 

 

The weapn of the spirit 

   First to open was the still temporary Expo du Carrefour  

situated at le carrefour—the crossroads--at the very heart  

of the village, not far  from the Protestant temple  

where the two pastors of the village in 1940 urged resis- 

tance to the Nazis “through the weapons of the spirit,”  

a short distance from city hall, from the tourist office,  

from pleasant hotels, from the children’s home where  

Museum Project Director Rudy  Appel was taken  

in and sheltered.  For Chambon Foundation president,  

Pierre Sauvage, it is only a short drive to the hamlet  

where he had the good fortune to be born and  

protected. 

 

 

TheFrench Huguenot village that 
became a haven for 5,000 Jews 

 

Below: a 1940s photograph of the main 
village square of Chambon-sur-Lagnon in 
south western France 

German artist stumbles on novelGerman artist stumbles on novelGerman artist stumbles on novelGerman artist stumbles on novel    

style of “stumbling blocks”style of “stumbling blocks”style of “stumbling blocks”style of “stumbling blocks”    
German artist, Gunter Demnig has evolved one of the more imaginative memorials to the 

millions who died during the Holocaust. 

He makes and then 

mounts commemora-

tive stones for those 

deported and killed 

by the National So-

cialist regime – not 

for victimised groups, 

but for individual 

victims. They’re 

small, personalized 

“stumbling stones” 

fitted flat into the pavement, figuratively to  

“trip up” passers by.  

   The artist hit on the idea of the “stumbling 

blocks” in 1993 while commemorating the 

murdered Sinti and Roma gypsies in Co-

logne.    In 1994 he exhibited photos and  

his first Stolpersteine in a church; a year later  

he experimented with his first stones on the  

pavement. 

 

“The project has galvanised 
   people with very different  
     world views. Church  
congregations are joining in” 
 
   As a participant in the project “Artists Re-

search Auschwitz”, he put 55 stones in Berlin 

sidewalks in 1996.  

   Four years later he was allowed to lay 600 

stones in the pavements of Cologne. But the 

real breakthrough came when Kreuzberg,  

Berlin, authorised another 2,000.  

   In recognition of his work, the artist has 

 

since been presented with the Order of  Merit of the 

Federal Republic of Germany and the German Jew-

ish History Award for Germans who make a signifi-

cant contribution to the preservation of Jewish his-

tory and culture. 

   The project has galvanised people with very differ-

ent world views. Church congregations are joining 

in, as are humanistic associations, local historical 

societies, and history teachers. Relatives of the slain 

take part in the commemoration too, flying in from 

the US, Israel, England or France to attend the lay-

ing of Stolpersteine. Some sponsor the commemora-

tion of their lost relations. 

   By the end of 2006 Demnig had laid some 9,000 

stones in over 190 towns, and there’s still a steady 

stream of incoming requests.  

   These monuments to the victims of National  

Socialism are spreading not only through big cities 

like Berlin, Hamburg, Cologne, Frankfurt, Stuttgart 

and Dortmund, but also in small towns throughout 

Germany.  

NOT YET A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL? 

JOIN US IN OUR WORK TO FOSTER  

INTERFAITH DIALOGUE AND  

UNDERSTANDING. 

PLEASE SEE MEMBERSHIP FORM P. 8 

   2008 International Conference 
        to be held in Jerusalem 
 

   The 2008 International Council’s  

annual world conference will be held in 

Jerusalem, in June next year. The theme 

of the conference will be: The Impact of 

the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict on Jewish-

Christian Dialogue.  

   In addition to a wide variety of lectures, 

workshops and study visits there will also 

be an opportunity for delegates to visit the 

Council’s Palestinian partners. Further 

information can be obtained from  

info@iccj-buberhouse.de 



E 
ntitled "Learning from His-

tory Pre-war Germany and 

Now", Dr Kohn opened her 

presentation by saying "Why 

go back to that awful time now, on such an 

occasion as the launch of Gesher Magazine, 

the annual publication of the Council of 

Christians and Jews in Victoria?   

   Because history is one of the greatest natural 

resources, which we are rapidly frittering away 

like the water we so desperately need to conserve.  

History reveals the deep ruts that have been en-

graved in our consciousness by the currents that 

regularly surge through our world.   

   History tells us what is possible, and what is 

not impossible.  And we are never apart from 

history – everything we do and say is etched into 

its annals; and by the simplest and also the grand-

est of undertakings we can change its course. 

is one of the greatest natural resources, which we 

are like the water we so desperately need to con-

serve.   

   History reveals the deep ruts that have been 

engraved in our consciousness by the currents 

that regularly surge through our world.  History 

tells us what is possible, and what is not impossi-

ble.  And we are never apart from history –  

everything we do and say is etched into its annals; 

and by the simplest and also the grandest of un-

dertakings we can change its course. 

 

The bridge beckoned 

   It is more than thirty years since I started on 

this road, focusing on Christian and Jewish stud-

ies, then branching out with a minor speciality in 

my graduate years in Buddhism. 

   My idea in the early days was to understand 

religion in history, with a special focus on the 

relationship between the two western biblical 

faiths, to see whether there was a basis for repair-

ing the bridge (the gesher in Hebrew) that had 

been so utterly destroyed in the Second World 

War.   

   In my youthful idealism I imagined that my 

studies formed part of a bridge, which Western 

intelligentsia were building out of the wreckage, 

and across which people of good will and under-

standing would walk and talk and tell each other 

how things looked from their perspective. 

    That bridge beckoned and perhaps took on a 

sort of shimmering idealism, built by people of  

ABC Broadcaster and Writer, Rachael Kohn travelled to 

Melbourne at the invitation of the Victorian Council of 

Christians and Jews to launch this year's superb edition 

of "Gesher", its annual overviewof the Australian inter-

faith scene.  

Scene is publishing an edited version of her speech to  

a packed audience of 400 people from the three faiths. 

The full text is available on the Council’s website. 

of good faith  

    These were eye-opening studies for a young 

aspiring academic because they revealed that it was 

not on the streets where hatred was born, but in 

the Academy, in the cultural associations and in the 

literary circles, where it was formed into a poison-

ous rhetoric of seemingly logical and scientifically 

based arguments.   

   Far from science being a beacon of Truth, every 

kind of scientist – clamoured to support the Nazi 

cause.   

    How was it that churches, particularly in Ger-

many and Austria, were losing their authority to     

 the ideas generated in the Academy and in the 

spiritual movements which were spreading their 

enthusiasms among the populace?  It wasn’t diffi-

cult in a world that was lurching from the catastro-

phe of WWI and the break up of empires, to the 

rise of pan nationalist movements, utopian com-

munism and the inflated promises of science.  By 

comparison, the Church looked like a hobbled 

institution struggling to keep up with the tide of 

the new.   

   The culture of Europe was rapidly changing, and 

for the first time Eastern influences found their 

way into new religious movements, combined with 

occult ideas, esotericism, and pagan mythology.   

    

"As long as we refuse to recognise how  

community isolationism adversely  

impacts on society, then we will preside 

over a phantom society that is slowly 

starved of its public conscience” 

 

   In the past few years, especially since the terrible 

events of September 11, 2001, and October 12 , 

2005, and their aftermath, my hope for a wiser 

world has all but vanished.  Nothing could have 

prepared me for the widespread escalation of anti-

semitism, which bizarrely blamed the Jews for the 

destruction of the World Trade Centre.  The rising 

tide of self-flagellation, which accused the victims 

of terrorism for inciting it, has all the hallmarks of 

a psychosis.  And the unquestioning acceptance of 

Islamist propaganda that terrorism against the  

 

West is caused primarily by Israel and its attitude toward the 

Palestinians is the most disingenuous of all. 

   I am stunned by the supposedly informed audiences at 

Writers Festivals who bray for the further dismantling of the 

tiny Jewish state, and yet never question the existence of 

even one of the 57 majority Muslim countries, which rarely 

grant Christians (and any other religion) even the most rudi-

mentary of religious freedoms.  

 

The eerie parallel of the 1930s 

   I am flabbergasted when universities, church socially con-

scious leaders, and human rights advocates relentlessly mark 

out Israel for isolation and condemnation, and never inter-

rogate the responsibilities that Arab nations, such as Turkey, 

Jordan, Syria, Iran, Iraq and Egypt bear for the history of 

Palestinians in the modern world.   

   Not even the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, 

is moved to criticise the Palestinians who have persecuted 

and murdered Christians in Gaza. The anti-Christian clean-

sing in Iraq, is blamed on Israel and America in what can 

only be a most cowardly and convoluted reasoning that is 

essentially unwilling to name the perpetrators. 

   Most of all, I am struck by the eerie parallel of the 1930s 

and the present.  How is it that the eradication of the entire 

Jewish people from Europe was the widely accepted ‘final 

solution’ in the 20th Century (16 European countries deliv-

ered their Jews to the death camps), and now in the 21st 

Century, it is the elimination of Israel which is identified as 

the final solution to the problem of global jihad? 

 

Another picture...glimmers of hope    

   But the problem we face is not just located far from Aus-

tralia in the northern hemisphere.  It is also here and on 

university campuses in the West.  When I read of student 

groups in Australia that oppose democracy and insist that 

Muslims must resist integration, I am far from sanguine.   

   So I come here tonight with a profound concern about   
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Rachael Kohn launches Gesher 

the future for Christian Jewish relations and even more for 

Christian Jewish and Muslim relations.  If 50 years in the 

future someone looks back on the records of the Council  

of Christians Jews to see whether anyone was responding to  

the rising tide of these extremist groups, then I would not 

want to be counted among the silent ones. 

   And yet, as I read through the latest edition of Gesher,  

I do see another picture:  Of a story teller who’s trying to 

convey some core values to young people that cut across all 

religious traditions; of adults who have converted to other 

faiths and found meaning and satisfaction within their  

newly chosen communities;  Of inter-faith projects that 

have brought together women of Jewish, Christian and  

Muslim communities in a spirit of sharing and friendship.   

   These and other efforts in Australia give off glimmers of 

hope, in a society where ethnic communities are all too 

often content to perpetuate their physical isolation and  

religious introversion under the political banner of multicul-

turalism.  It is a problem in some measure for all religious  

communities, but more so among ultra-orthodox Jews,  

traditionalist Muslims and some of the more sectarian  

Christian denominations.     

   As long as we refuse to recognise how community isola-

tionism adversely impacts on society, then we will preside 

over a phantom society, a society that is slowly starved of  

its public conscience.  It is a recipe for civic failure and so-

cial implosion, which has already become epidemic in the 

UK.     I have always aimed to counter that isolationism and 

ignorance – one begets the other – through my programs  

“ The Ark" and "The Spirit of Things" 

(ABC Radio National)  I know that listen-

ers are deeply moved by the good and the 

wise among us, no matter what their reli-

gious affiliation. know, because they all 

write and phone to tell me so.  

   The incomparable beauty of altruism 

cannot be put it into words, but its effects 

last a lifetime.  That is how people have 

reacted to the gift of wise words from the 

Chief Rabbi of the UK, Jonathan Sacks.  I 

was touched by a British Imam who said 

that Jonathan Sacks’ book, Dignity of  

Difference is his ‘bible’ of interfaith  

dialogue.   

   Similarly, I know that the poetry of 

Jalaluddin Rumi, the 13th century Persian 

Sufi poet reaches into the hearts of people 

today, for its universalist, beautiful and 

liberating verse: 

I've had enough of sleepless nights, 
 Of my unspoke grief, of my tired wisdom.  
Come my treasure, my breath of life 
 Come and dress my wounds and be  
my cure.  
Enough of words. Come to me without  
a sound. 
Deafened by the voice of desire  
you are unaware the Beloved lives in the core of 
your heart.  
Stop the noise and you will hear His voice  
n the silence 

 

 Youth delegate tells it as it is 
Dan Arber was one of the youth representatives of the group from all three faiths which was formed at the 
recent International Conference. He spoke movingly to the Gesher Launch audience:: 

Everyone was eager and excited about the  

conference, but kept asking: “How can I make a 

difference; What role can I play; what difference 

can I make?”    These are the major questions 

of any interfaith conference, and I will come 

back to them, with my own thoughts regarding 

the youth program. 

   Apart  from these formal sessions, one of the 

most valuable outcomes of the ICCJ conference 

was the ability to meet people from different 

religious backgrounds and countries of origin.  

     

Breaking down the barriers 

One night during the conference I arranged to 

go out with one of my fellow Jewish delegates.  

On the way, we bumped into one of the repre-

sentatives from another faith.   

   The three of us ended up talking through the 

night, about the mysteries of our religions and 

our world. No subject was barred.  

   For me that was one of the most invaluable 

experiences of the ICCJ conference; the ability 

to meet delegates from all different religions 

from around the world, to discuss religion and 

world politics, and to break down the barriers 

that are usually placed between us.  To learn 

from experts about interfaith dialogue, and also 

to learn this first hand through dialogue. 

  At our final meeting, we resolved to form  

a leadership council called YALCA, to keep  

the spirit of the ICCJ conference.   

   We have formed an on-line community in 

Facebook which allows us to stay connected 

with our fellow delegates, hear about the excit-

ing projects that the delegates are involved in 

and organising, and stay involved in inter-faith 

dialogue.   

Further information can be obtained from the 
groups website www.yalca.com.au ED 
 

 I’m Dan Arber, one of the Jewish youth repre-

sentatives who attended the ICCJ conference 

and I’d like to share some impressions and 

thoughts about the youth program. 

    As ICCJ conference youth pioneers, we 

spent a lot of time discussing and debating  

the role and input of the ICCJ youth contingent.  

While there was time left aside for youth pro-

grams, the format was up to us to decide. 

   The first session I attended we sat in a circle, 

and left the group open to discussion about 

anything that came up.   

    After an introduction from the facilitator,  

he opened up to the floor.   

   He was greeted with silence; everyone’s  

eyes were full of curiosity and interest, but  

no one had the courage to ask what  was on 

their mind.   

    Eventually the conversation began to gush  

in  torrents, and we started talking about our  

experience at the conference, and our  

ideas about religion and social cohesion.   

 

 At the Gesher launch: broadcaster and author, Rachael   
 Kohn with outgoing CCJ Victoria Chairman, Bill Clancy 

above:  Morna Sturrock whose services as the long-
serving Editor of Gesher were recognised at the 
launch ceremony 
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NSW Kristallnacht service 
features Anne Frank readings 

VICTORIA’S THREE FAITHS TALES 
Victorian Council members were presented with 
a performance earlier this year of traditional 
tales from the three faiths, given by actor and 
teacher, Simon Oats to Year 7 and 8 students in 
suburban Melbourne Government and Inde-
pendent High Schools. 
The aim of the concept is to impress on stu-
dents the richness of other cultures and the 
similarities between the basic values of their 
own and other cultures. 
It further aims to entertain them, providing them 
with a positive association with the other tradi-
tions and cultures. 
The presentation took place at the King David 
School in Armidale. 
The program developed by Simon Oats has 
been taken up by the Victorian Council which 
has applied for and received Government and 
private grants to produce visual material to be 
distributed to schools. 

   A group of schoolgirls of about the same age as 
Anne Frank when she wrote her tragic diary dur-
ing WW II, read extracts during Sydney's annual 
commemoration of Kristallnacht, the Night of 
Broken Glass, generally acknowledged as the be-
ginning of the European Holocaust.  
   The horrendous night in November 1938, when 
about 1,300 German synagogues were burnt to the 
ground or badly damaged, 30,000 Jews thrown into 
concentration camps and some 7,000 Jewish busi-
nesses destroyed, is commemorated each year by the 
NSW Council of Christians and Jews in the Martin 
Place Amphitheatre in Sydney's CBD    
   Spanning the faiths, the girls came from the Anglican 
SCEGGS School, Saint Vincent's Potts Point Catholic 
College and the Emanuel School. Their readings were 
supported by the choir of St. Andrew's Cathedral 
School, while Great Synagogue Chief Minister, Rabbi 
Jeremy Lawrence blew the Shofar (Ram's Horn) in a 
traditional commemorative ceremony.  
   Anne Frank began writing the now world-famous 
diary on her 13th birthday in June 1942, two weeks 
before being  forced into hiding in Nazi-occupied 
Holland. The family spent two years in a secret annexe 
of her father's warehouse before being discovered. She 
died from typhus in the infamous Bergen-Belsen con-
centration camp in March 1945, mere weeks before it 
was liberated by the British Army. 
   Said Council president, Fr. Joseph Sobb: "The world 
must never forget the horrors of that night when the  
shattered windows of the ancient synagogues gave the 
name to the Night of Broken Glass.  
   "While the synagogues burned German citizens 
stood by, the police did nothing and German firemen 
turned their backs on the scenes of devastation".  
   Fr. Sobb, said that vigilance and dedication is con-
stantly needed to ensure that such desecrations can 
never happen again and appealed for support for the  
event. 

He added that today more than ever, there is a 
need to show solidarity with the commemora-

tion as a reminder of what can happen when 'good men 
do nothing' and idly allow inhumanity to prevail 

Rabbi Lawrence in Sydney’s CBD: 

the sound of the shofar that says; 

Never again! 

South Australia CCJ co-chair reflects on Conference theme 
 
Brian Houston asks: In multi-faith dialogue what is the place for people who have no faith, yet 
have an interest in the healing of a broken world? 
Is creative inter-faith understanding and joint action relevant when the rest of the world thinks 
religion is irrelevant and meaningless? And then went on to answer his own questions by adding 
two more: 
— if people of faith and others of goodwill are to contribute to healing a world, how do they deal 
with their differences and what practical steps can they take to help the healing to happen? 

Recalling  the theme of this year’s interna-
tional conference in Sydney, “Healing a 
broken world: the faiths working together”, 
he quoted Rabbi Raymond Apple’s keynote 
speech which  reminded the Conference 
that while Judaism and Christianity have a 
common origin in the Hebrew Scriptures, 
they read the texts 
quite differently.  
   They believe in 
God, but they view 
God and God's na-
ture through different 
lenses, and their ideas 
about man's nature, 
salvation and destiny 
are far apart. 
   However, for all the 
differences he had 
detailed, he showed 
us that none of them 
should limit or pre-
vent positive outcomes being experienced. 
He underlined the point that, “Our task is 
not to deprecate, demonise, deligitimise or 
diminish the other, not to damn the other 
or the unbeliever as a heretic or rogue but 
to reconise their right to be themselves”. 
 
Human concerns 
   His central proposition was two-fold. To 
pursue intellectual truth alone will always be 
too fixed and unmoving. However, pursu-
ing moral truth will always offer a positive 
path for it always deals with life situations 
and is focussed on a task not a particular 
stance.  
   The shared principles of peace, justice and 
compassion would always enable Christians 
and Jews to work together on the human. 
concerns of our time. 

   To succeed in this kind of dialogue,he suggested 
the need for an ethic of difference. He had experi-
enced this in his own earlier encounters with fel-
low Jews in their own faith's internal debates. 
There are five things that mark it — Identity, Hon-
esty, Study, Courtesy and Credibility.  

 
Applied pragmatism 
   Rabbi Apple also believed they 
were the markers that had helped 
him to experience positive Jewish-
Christian relationships and dia-
logue. He called it a plan for  
applied pragmatism. 
   My membership of the South 
Australian CCJ over more than 
twelve years now has been an 
enriching experience. It has been a 
time of very open and collabora-
tive sharing and listening. I have 
learnt much from my Jewish 
friends that has enhanced and 

strengthened my own spiritual journey 
 

New Zealand plans statement on  
Religious Diversity 
   The need to experience acceptance and respect 
for religious diversity is underpinning the efforts of 
a Working Party in New Zealand which is develop-
ing a statement on Religious Diversity.  
   The 2007 International Conference in Sydney 
earlier this year heard a report by University of 
Wellington’s Professor Paul Morris and Welling- 
ton’s Archbishop John Dew which indicated that 
an 8-point statement was in draft form and was 
being reviewed by a wide representative range of 
organisations throughout New Zealand. 
   Details of the initiative can be found by search-
ing the internet under “New Zealand Statement on 
Religious Diversity” 

 “Our task is not to 
deprecate, demonise, 
deligitimise or diminish 
the other, not to damn 
the other or the unbe-
liever as a heretic or 

rogue but to recognise 
their right to be  
themselves”. 
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'Historic' world Christian forum issues call for dialogue 
   Leaders meeting in Kenya belonging to all main Christian traditions, 
and from countries ranging from Armenia to Zimbabwe, have pledged 
to convene international, local and regional meetings to deepen recon-
ciliation and understanding 

 

Vatican official says world forum for Christianity is vital 
   Bishop Brian Farrell, secretary of the Pontifical Council for Promot-
ing Christian Unity, addressing the Global Christian Forum recently  
said the Roman Catholic Church welcomes a new Global Christian 
Forum intended to bring together the diverse strands of Christianity as 
never before.  
   “When Christians are divided, the preaching of the gospel suffers 
and this is a pain we all have to feel," said Bishop Brian Farrell, secre-
tary of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, address-
ing a 6-9 November meeting of the forum near Nairobi.  
   "Every thing that leads in a positive way to rediscovering our unity in 
Christ is something good, something that we will try to collaborate 
with, something that we will want to be a partner in," Farrell said in an 
8 November address to about 240 leaders from Protestant, Anglican, 
Orthodox, Catholic, Evangelical, Pentecostal and other churches from 
around the world.  
 

Japan Christians query guidelines on halting lives of  
terminally ill 
   Japanese Christian ethicists have criticised new guidelines by the 
Japanese Association of Acute Medicine that allow doctors to halt 
measures for prolonging the lives of terminally ill patients, asserting 
they are aimed at preventing medical lawsuits from being filed.  
   "The logic is that if they follow the process towards halting measures 
for prolonging lives according to this [guideline], they will be justified 
and won't be sued for illegal acts and that they have supported death 
with dignity as a mercy killing," the Rev. Masakatsu Seki, an Anglican 
professor emeritus of Christian life ethics at St. Paul's University in 
Tokyo, which is also known as Rikkyo, told Ecumenical News Interna-
tional.  
 

Democracy at stake say Christians after Pakistan crack-
down  
   New Delhi (ENI). Christian activists have joined those protesting 
about the imposition of a state of emergency by Pakistan's President 
General Pervez Musharraf which has in turn led to a quashing of pro-
tests against the measure.  
   Faced with rising Islamic militant violence and a pending Supreme 
Court decision on the validity of his re-election in October while stay-
ing on as army chief, Musharraf on 3 November imposed a national 
state of emergency. He suspended the constitution and sacked Su-
preme Court Chief Justice Iftikhar Chaudhry as well as several other 
judges.  
   The action was described by critics and by some analysts as a desper-
ate act for survival by the ruling general, who in 1999 had seized power 
in a bloodless coup.  

 
Ten Commandments and a just society 
   At one of his regular weekly audiences earlier this year Pope Bene-
dict XVI said that God's law offered a blueprint for "peace and har-
mony in the world." 
   Speaking to 7,500 people in the Paul VI auditorium, the Pope called 
attention to the publication of his first encyclical, Deus Caritas Est, and 
the conclusion of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
   The Pope's address was a meditation on Psalm 143 (144), "the king's 
prayer", which, said Benedict, provided a vision of a time "when the 
voice of evil will finally be silent," with the complete victory of God's 
people.  
   The text depicted an ideal society, marked by contented families, 
abundant crops, and "the entire civil community finally enjoying the 
precious gift of peace and of public order” 
   

Senate Chaplain: Embrace religious pluralism now 
   Earlier this year the opening prayer before the United States Senate 
was led by Chaplain Rajan Zed, the first Hindu to lead either chamber 
of Congress in prayer.  Chaplain Zed, who was invited to come to 
Washington by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV), illustrates 
the need for religious pluralism which is not being met by Senate  
Chaplain Barry Black.  The Rev. Dr. C. Welton Gaddy, President of  
The Interfaith Alliance issued the following statement: 
   “I applaud the United States Senate for inviting Chaplain Rajan Zed to 
deliver the opening prayer in the Senate today.  The United States enjoys 
a vastly diverse religious landscape, including one and a half million 
Hindu Americans.   
    The Interfaith Alliance is dedicated to promoting a society in which 
all faith traditions are respected for their immeasurable contributions to 
our society.  If religious leaders are tasked with delivering prayers before 
our elected officials, they should reflect that rich diversity.  
   I hope that Chaplain Zed’s presence will foster greater appreciation 
for religious pluralism.” 

 
 
Majority of religious Americans want religion separate 
from Government   
   A strong majority of Americans tell presidential candidates not to use 
their religion as a political strategy, a new poll has found  60 percent of 
Americans who regularly attend religious services say that presidential 
candidates should not use their religion or faith to influence voters. 
Among all Americans, 68 percent hold this view.   
   Notably, this sentiment is consistent across political party affiliation, 
with nearly 60 percent of self-identified Republicans agreeing and three-
quarters of Democrats (75 percent) and Independents (70 percent) con-
curring.  
   Furthermore, by a three-to-one margin, Americans believe that clergy 
and religious leaders should not have a great deal of influence on voters’ 
decisions (great deal of influence, 8 percent versus no influence at all, 31 
percent). 
   These are among the findings of a new poll conducted by Greenberg 
Quinlan Rosner, Inc. for First Freedom First, a project of The Interfaith 
Alliance Foundation.  
Voters overwhelmingly send presidential candidates and their campaigns 
the message that religion and government each work best when kept 
separate.  
   Rev. Dr. C. Welton Gaddy, President of The Interfaith Alliance noted, 
“These results are a clear message from voters to presidential candidates 
and those in office that Americans value their First Freedom.  Religion 
should not be reduced to a political tool used to influence the voters 
because it damages both the sanctity of religion and the integrity of 
government.  Americans are electing a Commander-in-Chief, not a  
Pastor-in-Chief.” 

 
 

    
 

 
  

. 

Canadian Anglicans’ Crucial General Synod 

    More than 400 people including delegates, partners and staff met  
earlier this year in Winnipeg for the Anglican Church of Canada's  
38th General Synod -- a crucial assembly that elected a new national  
Primate and once again tackled the difficult and divisive issue of the  
blessing of same-gender relationships. 
   The General Synod meets every three years and consists of bishops,  
clergy and lay people elected as delegates locally in each of the church's  
30 dioceses. It is the Anglican church's chief governing body, dealing  
with everything from changes to church laws and practices to finances  
and the membership of committees that oversee church programs in  
years when General Synod does not meet. 
   The seven-day synod was chaired by the Primate, Archbishop  
Andrew Hutchison who announced his retirement. effective June 22. On 
that day, clergy and lay delegates will elect a new Primate. Church practice 
is that Canadian Anglican Bishops nominate candidates for the primacy 
but do not participate in the actual election. 



 

   "The Faith Club: A Muslim, A 
Christian, A Jew -Three Women 
Search for Understanding" is what 
the title says, a search for under-
standing, and not an attempt by one 
to convert the other two. I was 
drawn to read "The Faith Club" by a 
review on National Public Radio and 
I was not disappointed. 
   In an effort to respond to their 
children's post-9/11 questions about 
world religion and faith, the three co-
authors began meeting together for 
regular discussion. Their initial goal 
was to write a children's book, em-
phasizing what their faiths had in 
common. But the path that carried 
them to discovering the roots and 
rituals of each other's faiths had a 
few twists and turns, leading each of 
them to question and explore her 
own faith more deeply than ever be-
fore. 
   Their questions are our questions: 
What is it I believe, and why? How 
much of my faith is really just cul-
tural or habit? What stereotypes and 
prejudices do I carry? What stereo-
types are applied to me and how do I 
feel about that? Does acknowledging 
or even participating in the rituals of an-
other faith run counter to my stated be-
liefs? Can we all peacefully coexist on this 
planet? What WAS God thinking in put-
ting us here? 
   These questions and more are wrestled  
through, talked through and worked 

through, not just among the three authors-
but, in this book, with the whole reading 
world as audience.  
   This book is the most honest and forth-
right interfaith dialogue I've seen. 
   The tone is just right - passionate with-
out being combative. There are disputes, 

The Faith Club: 3 Women search for understanding  reviewed by  Marilyn McCaw  
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   A Muslim, a Christian and a 
Jew have an Interfaith dialogue 

but they are fully aired, and as the fresh 
winds blow through them, clarity ensues. 
   The three authors' voices blend in an 
articulate mix that is learned without be-
ing academic.  
  I was thoroughly engaged. I felt I was 
right there, in the kitchens and living 
rooms of these three women, having tea 
and sharing in their expressed needs for 
community with like-minded believers, a 
greater sense of God's guiding hand and a 
feeling of safety in each other's presence. 
    Destined to spawn interfaith discussion 
groups in living rooms, churches, tem-
ples, mosques, and other settings,  
   The Faith Club is a memoir of spiritual 
reflections in three voices that will make 
readers feel as if they are eavesdropping 
on the authors’ private conversations, 
provocative discussions, and often con-
troversial opinions and conclusions.  
   The authors wrestle with the issues of 
anti-Semitism, prejudice against Muslims, 
and preconceptions of Christians at a 
time when fundamentalists dominate the 
public face of Christianity.  
   They write beautifully and affectingly  
of their families, their losses and grief, 
their fears and hopes for themselves and 
their loved ones.  
   And as the authors reveal their deepest 
beliefs, readers watch the blossoming of  
a profound interfaith friendship and the 
birth of a new way of relating to others. 
 
Copies of the book are available from Dymocks 
in Sydney and on line from Amazon. Ed 




