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 Women’s meeting strong    
prelude to 2007 conference 

   It has been a feature of previous  international  
conferences to be preceded by a Women’s  
Conference. Sydney was no exception. 
   With the role of women traditionally being a 
strong component within any religious community 
and the current trends to enable women to be 
involved more than ever in the past in the admini-
stration and organisational aspects of religious 
communities, issues which affect the role of the 
Woman are today more critical than at any time in 
the past. 
   Under the guidance and administration of the 
Australian Council’s Hon. Secretary, Sr. Marianne 
Dacy the 2007 Sydney conference saw some   

30 delegates, half being from Australia including a 
large group of  Sisters of Sion being led by an 
aboriginal woman, Elsie Heiss to look at our own 
stories through the healing elements of Earth, 
Water and Fire.  
   Judith Narrowe, the American wife of the 
Emeritus Chief Rabbi of Sweden examined  
women’s role in healing a fractured earth. She 
began by examining the basic assumption in the 
theme, that the earth or world is fractured and 
that if women from the different faith communi-
ties work together, they will be able to heal our 
fractured world. She concluded that in the throes 
of modernity, we are at the same time both frag-
mented and global beings together.  
   She went on to pose some challenging ques-
tions. “Are we really working together?”, she 
asked. “Are we comfortable with each other's 
'otherness' and not angry about it?” “Are we  
convinced that, with our differences, we are sing-
ing some of the same songs, acknowledging our 
common obligations to the ailing world and 
thereby ‘creating pathways to experiencing and 
wholeness (shleimut) and peace(shalom).’ ”  
   Ruth ended by voicing the conviction that the 
real challenge of the Women’s conference was 

women from different faiths working together for 

healing. 
   Josie Lacey, founder of the Australian Women’s 
Interfaith Network (WIN) moderated a session on 
women in leadership during which delegates  
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The conference theme, Healing a Fractured 

Earth: the Faiths working together” attracted 

165 participants and speakers from all round 

the world including North America, Poland, 

South America, UK, France, Germany, Sweden,  

Israel, Bangladesh and New 

Zealand. 

   Leading interfaith protago-

nists including Sydney Great 

Synagogue's Rabbi Jeremy Law-

rence, Melbourne's Rabbi John 

Levi, Charles Sturt University's 

Professor James Haire, Lon-

don's Leo Baeck College 

Emeritus Professor Rabbi 

Jonathan Magonet, Ethnic Af-

fairs Commission Chairman 

Stepan Kerkyasharian, the 

Uniting Church NSW Moderator Jim Mein and 

Manchester's (and former Temple Emanuel 

Chief Minister) Rabbi Brian Fox were joined in  
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“Healing a broken 

world: the Faiths  

working together”. 

pictured above at the impressive reception 
given to conference delegates by the Lord 
Mayor of Sydney. l to r: Rabbi John Levi, Cr. 
Marcelle Hoff, International president, Fr. John 
Pawlikowski, Gesher Editor, Morna Sturrock. 
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Scene 

The first conference by the International Council of Christians and Jews ever 
to have taken place in Australasia, held in Sydney in July of next year was 
cited by everyone who participated as an unqualified success. . A topic-
crammed 4-day program saw a series of panel sessions and workshops tackle 
an astoundingly wide range of issues confronting the interfaith world. 

Marianne Dacy recognised with top award at Conference 
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   In recognition of her contribution to the inter-
faith movement in Australia and overseas over 
many years, Sr. Marianne Dacy was honoured 
with the Sigmund Sternberg Award, the highest 
accolade of any international conference.    
   Speaking at the end-of-conference dinner, Interna-
tional president, Fr. John Pawlikowski said that Sr. 
Marianne’s devotion to the work of dialogue and 
education was an outstanding example to the genera-
tion that is now taking its rightful place in the inter-
faith community. 
   The glittering gathering which closed the Sydney 
conference was addressed by one of the Australian 
Council’s patrons, H E Idriss Cardinal Clancy who 
said he was convinced that there is a special role for 
Christians and Jews to work together at this time in 
the history of the world, to build a better world.  
 He added: “When we turn our attention to what we 
share in common, in values and human understand-
ing, we find that joining together in a partnership for 
a better world is an exciting challenge well worth  
                                                     Continued on Page 2 
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“Tthe ICCJ meeting in Sydney was one of the 

best within memory - and I have participated in 

more than a dozen over the years. 

However, as much as you have credited the 
input of the panels and workshops - and kindly, 
my own contribution - I must return the 
compliment to all the organisers and sustainers 
of the event.” 
  So wrote one of several leading US academ-
ics who graced the 2007 International Confer-
ence in Sydney and who provided inputs of the 
highest calibre to what — to the organisers to 
whom she refers, i.e. the conference planning 
group made up of the Australian Council’s 
Chairman, vice-Chairman, Hon. Treasurer, 
Hon. Secretary, Melbourne’s Rabbi Bandel (a 
member of the International Council Executive)  
and Shana Kerlander in Sydney — at first 
seemed almost an insurmountable task. 
   While the Australian Council can now bask in 
the accolades which it received from all direc-
tions, including high praise from the Interna-
tional President, Fr. John Pawlikowski and 
members of the International Executive,  the 
outcome of the conference should be seen by 
far sighted members of the community as only 
a beginning. 
   The challenge which the organisation of the 
conference represented is as nothing if it is not 
followed up by aggressive, creative and far 
reaching initiatives to maintain and build on the 
achievements which have been recorded to 
date. It is of course now a matter of record that 
the conference achieved its ultimate objective, 
that of providing for the Council a more defini-
tive identity in many quarters of religious com-
munities, academic circles and government. 
   The challenge for the Councils in Victoria, 
New South Wales, South Australia and West-
ern Australia (the establishment of a branch in 
Queensland still eludes) is to reinforce their 
programming which has gone before; to inten-
sify their presence within the various communi-
ties with which they are in contact and to main-
tain the identity, purpose and resources — 
however limited they may at times be — within 
their respective communities. 
    One of the lessons of the run-up to the 2007 
conference was that there are organisations 
and individuals who, if properly addressed and 
professionally approached, are perfectly willing 
to assist financially the work of the Council. 
Now that the conference has given the Council 
that extra fillip in identity and recognition 
should be the time for each State branch to 
map out specific plans to approach Trusts and 
Foundations and government to strengthen the 
resources with which to fund their work. 

Sr Mary Reaburn (NDS). The meeting 
ended just after lunch with a summing up 
session dealing with what women contrib-
ute to healing and what we wished to say 
to the ICCJ.  
   Many felt this meeting predisposed them 
to participate better in the main ICCJ con-
ference which began immediately after the 
conclusion of the Women’s Conference. 
 

 shared their experiences in various leadership 
roles. On Saturday evening the delegates saw the 
excellent Australian film, Romulus My Father, a 
true story which relates the fortunes of a migrant 
family seen through the eyes of a young boy, who 
grew up to become very successful, managing to 
acquire an excellent education, de-
spite the difficulties of poverty and a 
difficult existence. 
 
Women’s contribution 
   On Sunday morning, The Book of 
Ruth was studied together with Deb-
orah Weissman from Jerusalem and 
Sr Mary Reaburn (NDS).  
   The meeting ended just after lunch 
with a summing up session dealing 
with what women contribute to heal-
ing and what we wished to say to the 
ICCJ.  
   Many felt this meeting predisposed 
them to participate better in the main 
ICCJ conference. 
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Cardinal Cassidy: FROM PAGE 1 

embracing. For a number of years we had 
to concentrate on healing memories and 
creating mutual understanding.  
   “Now surely is the time for cooperation 
and common goals.” 
   His Eminence went on to say: “I have 
noticed from the ICCJ news, and from the 
programme for the present Conference, 
that the ICCJ has increasingly included 
Islam in its outreach and activities.  
   “Here again, on question concerning 
values and fundamental principles there is 
much common ground for mutual under-
standing and cooperation. As I follow this 
development with keen interest, I am re-
minded of a final concern that I wish to 
share with you all this-evening and which is 
vital to all Interfaith Relations, namely edu-
cation. 
   “When Cardinal Willebrands began his 
work in promoting the teaching of the Sec-
ond Vatican Council, he was shocked by 
how little the two communities – the Jew-
ish and the Catholic – knew about each 
other.  
 
Build on sand 
   “25 years later, I was similarly troubled by 
the reaction in Washington of a very influ-
ential group of young Jewish men and 
women from all over the United States, 
who reacted to my talk on what had been 
taking place in our relationship over those 
years by asking: “Why hasn’t anyone told 
us about this?”. And just last week, I read a 
review of a book entitled: ‘What I wish my 
Christian Friends Knew about Judaism’, by 
Robert Schoen. 
    “Speaking to Catholic-Muslim groups 
here in Australia I have had the same reac- 
Tion as in Washington. I leave that thought  

with you, as building 
for the future on igno-
rance of what has 
changed in our relationships, is to build on sand. 

   

“I would urge you , dear friends, 

to continue your excellent work 

in healing a broken world and  

replacing it with one that comes 

closer to God’s loving design  

for His children” 
                                 —Cardinal Cassidy  

 

    “A short time ago I had the privilege of being 
present at the Notre Dame University here in 
Sydney for an evening with the Archbishop of 
Galilee, Elias Chacour, Dr. Muhammad Sam-
mak a Muslim scholar and respected Govern-
ment adviser in Lebanon, and Rabbi Lawrence 
of the Great Synagogue in Sydney who repre-
sented an Israeli Rabbi who was unable to make 
the trip.  
 
Sharing and forgiveness 
   “I came away, as I believe many others did 
who were present, with a renewed faith in the 
future of our world. There was significant agree-
ment between these representatives of the three 
main religious societies in the Middle East. They 
set out principles that correspond to those I 
heard proposed (at the conference) yesterday, 
beginning with the statement: “We are created 
in God’s image, so love the image of God in 
each other”. And “tolerance is not the key to 
brotherhood; sharing and forgiveness is”.  
   I would urge you this evening, dear friends, to 
continue your excellent work in healing a bro-
ken world and replacing it with one that comes 
closer to God’s loving design for His children.”  
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Above: some of the attendees of the 2007 ICCJ 
Women’s Conference. Centre: Sr. Marianne Dacy  

 



 

Conference attracts  
impressive list of  greetings 
 
Among the leading names sending messages of greeting 

and well wishes to the 2007 International Conference in  

Sydney were:  

 

Most Rev Dr. Phillip Aspinall, Primate of Australia 
Most. Rev John Battersby, Archbishop of Brisbane 
Bishop John Dew, Archbishop of Wellington, Metropolitan of 
New Zealand 
Mrs. Rosalind Fishl, President, The Great Synagogue, Sydney 
Bishop Dennis Hart, Catholic Archbishop of Melbourne 
Most Rev Dr. Peter Jensen, Anglican Archbishop of Sydney 
Mr. David Knoll, President, NSW Jewish Board of Deputies 
Mr. Jim Mein, Moderator, the Uniting Church in Australia, NSW 
Synod 
Clover Moore MP, Lord Mayor of Sydney 
George Cardinal Pell, Catholic Archbishop of Sydney 
Jeffrey B. Kamins, Senior Rabbi, Emanuel Synagogue (Sydney) 
Chair, Council of Progressive Rabbis of Australia, Asia and New 
Zealand (pictured below) who said: 
 
   “Humans face tremendous challenges in the 21st century: preserving our 
physical environment and more so, developing a society that provides for indi-
vidual integrity and freedom and communal justice and peace. 
   In terms of these challenges, religion plays 
a major role in both the fractiousness of 
society and its potential healing. Religion 
tends to be triumphalist, particularistic and 
competitive, but this can be changed when 
tradition is interpreted and applied for a new 
era. 
   May this conference progress the crucial 
work of dialogue, demonstrating that there 
are many valid ways of religious expression 
that can work in harmony for the benefit of 
humanity and the planet we share. 
   Greetings and thank you for your work 
and vision.” 

 

 Sydney Conference declared a  success                  
- Continued from Page 1 
a series of panel presentations and workshops by the Board of Deputies' Vic 
Alhadeff and Josh Levin, AIDC's Jeremy Jones, former ADC chairman, Paul 
Gardner and Shalom College Director of Adult Education, Peta Jones Pellach. 
   The New Zealand Council was represented by leading names including 
Archbishop Dew of Wellington, Professor Paul Morris and well-known educa-
tor, Jean Holm. (the Conference was co-hosted by the Australian and New 
Zealand Councils).  
 
Questions and discussion a feature 
   Said Australian chairman, Henry Mendelson: “In an eventful and topic-
crammed program, a wide ranging examination has been possible of the many 
aspects of the Council's work and the challenges which lie ahead. 
 
Panels and workshops for delegate discussion. 
   Presentations were given by a series of panels and 24 workshops covering 
ethical, ecological and historical topics.  
   With the exception of the keynote address, given by Rabbi Raymond Apple 
(whose visit from Israel was sponsored by the Great Synagogue and the Pratt 
Foundation) on the topic of "The healing of rifts between religions in a multi-
cultural society", all the conference sessions provided opportunities for ques-
tions and discussion by those attending. 
   Panel speakers and workshop participants included Uruguay's Bishop Louis 
del Castillo, Boston's Philip Cunningham, Townsville's Bishop Michael Putney, 
the ABC's Rachael Kohn, Journalist and Pratt Founation CEO Sam Lipski, 
Professor Golam Dastagir of the University of Dakar, historian, Sydney  
University Professor Suzanne Rutland, Jerusalem's Deborah Weissman and 
New York based Tannenbaum Centre's Judith Banki. 
 
Delegates’ tours 
   A particular emphasis of the conference was placed on the indigenous nation 
of Australia with special aboriginal ceremonies and tutorials.  
   In addition, delegates toured the Sydney Jewish Museum, the Aboriginal 
Catholic Centre at LaPerouse, St. Mary's Cathedral and the Great Synagogue 
and the Auburn Mosque.. Additional opportunities were provided for dele-
gates to attend an Opera Australia performance at the Sydney Opera House 
and to tour the nearby Blue Mountains area. 
   "It was of course vital for the organisation to come to grips with the many 
pressing issues which face our world today in the area of interfaith relations"' 
Mendelson added.  
   "The many participating high-profile speakers from 
both overseas and Australasia tackled these issues, seek-
ing to provide answers to some of the many problematic 
questions facing today's modern world." 
 
Sponsred students 
  The Official opening audience was welcomed by  an  
Aboriginal smoking ceremony (the effect of which set 
off the building’s alarms and promptly brought the fire 
brigade to the scene!) 
   The conference was officially opened by H E the Gov-
ernor of New South Wales, Professor Marie Bashir AC 
CVO who enjoined the delegates to enter into dialogue 
with each other with a view to meaningful outcomes. She 
pointedly referred to the strong contingent of young 

people — students 
from New Zealand, 
Victoria and New 
South Wales who had 
been sponsored to 
attend the conference. 
The group, totalling 
over 30 from Jewish, Christian and Mus-
lim faiths, took an active part in the con-
ference and at its conclusion announced 
its decision to form a Youth Group off-
shoot named Young Abrahamic Leader- 
 
left:: two of the Aboriginal visitors with some of the 
artefacts used in their presentation to the delight  
and interest  of conference delegates  

Bangladesh meets South America:: two of the 2007 international conference 
delegates exchange viewpoints—at left, Jahangirnagar University’s  
Professor Golam Dastagir with the Catholic Archibishop of Uruguay, Bishop 
Louis del Castillo. 

ship Council of Australasia (YALCA)  In keeping with the conference 
emphasis on the land, delegates were welcomed by a traditional abo-
riginal smoking ceremony which was followed by a music and dance 
presentation by a well-known indigenous group. 
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British university puts spirituality into sport  
A British university department dedicated to infusing sport with a 
spiritual dimension has launched itself internationally by staging an 
inaugural conference for sports coaches, chaplains and administrators, 
as well as professional athletes and academics 
 
Europe's churches urged to back freedom in Belarus  
Christians in Europe have been urged to support human rights and 
religious freedom in Belarus, which is ruled by President Alexander 
Lukashenko, who some rights groups have described as one of the last 
hardline dictators in eastern Europe. 
 
European leader wants treaty to protect religious sites 
The president of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe has called for a binding international treaty to protect 
churches, mosques, synagogues and other sites of spiritual signifi-
cance.  
"The wanton destruction of religious sites causes deep emotional 
wounds, sharpening hatred, fuelling conflict and obstructing the 
search for peace," René van der Linden told delegates at the Third 
European Ecumenical Assembly, taking place in Sibiu in Romania, on 
6 September.  
Van der Linden said he intended to initiate work for an international 
instrument to prevent the future destruction of spiritual sites.  
The Council of Europe, whose headquarters are in Strasbourg, eastern 
France, is an inter-governmental body for 47 European nations, in-
cluding the 27 member states of the European Union. Lawmakers 
from the national parliaments of its member states make up the coun-
cil's parliamentary assembly.  
Van der Linden said his proposal for a treaty to protect Europe's reli-
gious heritage followed a visit he made in August to the Middle East, 
where he met leaders of the religious institutions of Israel and the 
Palestinian Territories.  
"Jew, Muslim and Christian - they joined together in a call for religious 
heritage around the world to be given effective, international protec-
tion in all circumstances, whether war or peace," he added.  

 

Climate change 'top issue' for Pacific churches says official 
The newly-elected general secretary of the Pacific Conference of 
Churches says the issue of climate change needs to be at the top of the 
agenda of the churches in the region. " 
This is especially with regards to the issue of resettlement and calling and 
holding countries accountable for their pollution," said Fe'iloakitau Kaho 
Tevi after his election as general secretary of the church conference dur-
ing its September 3-9 assembly in American Samoa.Many of the Pacific's 
small island nations states say they are already facing the adverse effects 
of climate change due to rising sea levels that campaigners assert could 
potentially displace millions of people in coming decades. 
 
Church seeks Pacific support for Aboriginal people 
The Uniting Church in Australia has called on the churches of the Pacific 
to stand in solidarity with the Aboriginal people of Australia to resist 
changes being proposed by the government in land tenure and ownership 
and welfare services in remote areas 

Australia as a global citizen: Social Justice Sunday, September 30 
Every year, at the end of September, many churches around Australia 
celebrate Social Justice Sunday. This year the theme is Australia as a 
Global Citizen. 
“Christians have a responsibility to be useful and productive members of 
society,” said the General Secretary of the National Council of Churches 
in Australia, the Rev John Henderson, commenting on the theme for 
2007. 
“In an open and vibrant democracy such as Australia, that responsibility 
includes thoughtful contributions to our national image, the way our 
country acts on the global stage. 
“The days are gone, if they ever were, of thinking of ourselves as an iso-
lated country that just looks after itself. How Australia behaves interna-
tionally is a matter that concerns Christians because we can behave well, 
and be a force for peace and justice in the world, or we can behave 
poorly, and reinforce structures of oppression and abuse.  
“As good citizens of Australia we need to think about these things and 
churches need to find a voice that supports the cries of the dispossessed 
and vulnerable,” Mr Henderson said. 
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An ecumenical roundup 


