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Christian & Jewish 

   Rehana Ali is an International Muslim Associa-
tion spokeswoman and well known throughout 
New Zealand for her work in the interfaith area. 
The NZ Council of Christians and Jews is particu-
larly pleased that Ms. Ali has agreed to participate 
in the 2007 ICCJ conference. 
  
 Montevideo- born Archbishop Louis del Castillo 
has been a priest for over 40 years, the last 18 of 
which he has served as a Bishop until appointed 
Archbishop. His dedication to the cause of multi- 
faith relations is reflected by his membership of 

  What has been described as one of the 

more diverse programs to be compiled 

for an International Council global 

Conference is scheduled to open in  

Sydney on July 8. 

   Co-hosted by the Australian and New  

Zealand Councils of Christians and 

Jews, the conference program consists of 

a series of panel sessions on its three 

mornings, augmented by 24 workshops 

on a vast array of subjects. (the full pro-

gram is featured on pages 2 & 3 of this 

special Conference issue of Scene) 

   In addition, visits to the Aboriginal  

Centre at La  Perouse, Sydney’s  Great 

Synagogue and the Jewish Museum,  

St. Mary’s Cathedral and the Auburn 

Mosque are being arranged. 

 

Emphasis on youth 

   The conference will place particular em-

phasis on youth affairs. At least two 

workshops will be address issues of inter-

est to the younger generation. A contin-

gent of New Zealand students is being 

hosted by the NZ Council while the Victo-

rian Council has arranged for a group of 

students to attend the conference who 

will be augmented by a number of youth 

representatives from Sydney. 

International conference 
program high on diversity 

The March issue of Scene indicated 

that the Federal Opposition Leader, 

Kevin Rudd has been invited by the 

organisers of the international  

conference to present an  address to 

the conference on its opening day in 

Sydney in July.  

   Mr. Rudd’s office has advised that 

confirmation of his ability to attend 

cannot  be confirmed until later this 

year when his schedule  is finalised. 

Leading international names head list of speakers 

the Executive of the International Council of Chris-
tians and Jews.  
 
   Philip A. Cunningham is Executive Director of 
the Centre for Christian-Jewish Learning and Ad-
junct Professor of Theology at Boston College. The 
author of several articles and books, his academic 
interests include biblical studies, religious education, 
and theologies of Christian -Jewish relations. His 
most recent books are A Story of Shalom: The Calling 
of Christians and Jews by a Covenanting God and Sharing 
the Scriptures, both published by Paulist Press.  He 
has also edited Pondering the Passion: What’s at Stake 
for Christians and Jews?. 
 
Dr. Audrey Doetzel, NDS is a member of the  
Sisters of Sion, Dr. Doetzel and is Assistant Direc-
tor for Programs at the Centre for Christian-Jewish 
Learning in the US. She holds a Doctor of Ministry 
degree from the University of Toronto and is a 
veteran of many years’ experience in Christian-
Jewish dialogue. Dr. Doetzel also serves on the 
Advisory on Catholic-Jewish Relations for the U.S. 
Bishops' Secretariat of Ecumenical and Interrelig-
ious Affairs.  

Women’s Conference to  
precede main conference 

   A 3-day Women’s Conference is being con-
vened in Sydney from July 6 at the same venue 
as the main conference . 
Friday 6 July 
10:00. Introduction 
Elsie Heiss will lead us in an aboriginal 
women's rite of cleansing based on the 
elements of fire, earth and water 
11:00 Morning tea 
11:15 – 12:30 First element explored 
12:30 -13:30 Lunch 
13:30 - 14:30 Second element explored 
14:45-15:45 Third element explored 
16:40 Candle-lighting and brief introduction 
to Shabbat 
18:30 Shabbat Meal/Peta Jones-Pellach 
Saturday 7 July 
Morning service (Optional) 
Shabbat 
12:30 Lunch - Speaker - Judith Narrowe 
14:00 Women as leaders of faith/ religion 
(Josie Lacey chair).Sharing our stories. 
Social evening. 
Sunday 8 July 
10:00 Text study on the Book of Ruth with 
Muslim response (Debora Weissman and a 
Christian and a Muslim participant 
12.30 Lunch 
13.30 Remembering the conference 

Among the numerous speakers who have agreed to contribute to the interna-
tional conference are prominent overseas academics and interfaith authorities. 
They include:Rehana Ali,  Bishop Louis del Castillo, Dr. Philip Cunningham,  
Dr. Audrey Doetzel, Racelle Weiman and Dr. Deborah Weissman. They will 
be joined by an array of Australian and New Zealand personalities who are 
listed in the complete program on Page 2-3 of this issue of SCENE. 

Dr. Racelle Weiman is the first Director of the 
Centre for Holocaust and Humanity Education 
on the Cincinnati campus. She administers the 
development of the Centre and defines its 
unique contribution for Holocaust educational 
outreach and training. Prior to joining the faculty 
of HUC-JIR, Dr. Weiman lectured extensively at 
the University of Haifa, Israel, on Interfaith 
Relations, Holocaust Studies and Prejudice and 
Tolerance.  

 
 

Dr. Deborah Weissman, An authority on   
Jewish education, interfaith teaching, interreligious 
dialogue, Jewish women's studies and a member of 
the Mandel Leadership Institute, Jerusalem, Dr. 
Weissman — an internationally sought after 
speaker and educationalist, — is also the co-chair 
of the Interreligious Co-ordinating Council in 
Israel.  
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Sunday July 8 
                            Delegates arrival in Sydney          
 1200 -1500    Registration 
 1800       Dinner 
 19.15                   Opening — Welcome to the Land               
                            Aboriginal Smoking ceremony.  

            Welcome by President  ICCJ, Fr. Prof. John Pawlikowski                     
            Address by Governor of New South Wales, H.E. Professor Marie Bashir, AC CVO    

 20.00                  Choral presentation – Sydney Jewish Choral Society 
 
 Monday July 9 
7.15                     Morning Prayers for each faith 
8.00    Breakfast 
9.00            “Introduction to the theme – setting the local context 
9.05                    Keynote Speaker 
             "The healing of rifts between religions in a multicultural society"                          
09.45               Coffee break 
10.15                   Address: The Hon. Teresa Gambaro MP, Asst. Minister for Immigration & Citizenship 
10.25             Panel 1 
                             "Tolerance and pluralism – the way ahead"  
                             The Hon. Teresa Gambaro, Jeremy Jones, Voula Messimeri-Kianidis 
                                                                                  Moderator: Jim Mein, Uniting Church  
11.30             Panel 2 
             Three Faiths Dialogue:  "A fractured earth: The impact of globalisation & ecology"  
             Rabbi Jeremy Lawrence, Dr. Lee Levett-Olson, Ali Rhoude                           
                                                                                  Moderator: John Cleary, ABC  
12.45            Lunch  
13.30                  Visits by delegates to Jewish Museum, St. Mary's Cathedral, 
                           Great Synagogue,  
17.00            Buses return to hotels/conference venue 
19.00            Dinner  
20.00            Evening  (cultural) "Spirituality  and land in aboriginal culture"                               
                           Music and dance. 
                       
Tuesday July 10 
7.15            Morning Prayers for each faith 
8.00            Breakfast 
9.00            Panel 1 
                          "What can religion contribute to healing in the Middle East context"  
                                            Rabbi Brian Fox, Mehmet Ozalp, Dr. Deborah Weissman 
                                                                                     Moderator: Rachael Kohn 
10.00            Coffee Break 
10.30                   Panel 2 
            "Theological presuppositions and their impact on Jewish/Christian relations"                  
                                            Dr. Judith Banki, Dr. Phillip Cunningham, Bishop Michael Putney 

                                                                                      Moderator: Prof. Rabbi Magonet  
11.45                   Workshops  
                        (1) "Dialogue & the next generation:   
                                                                  Shana Kerlander, Josh Levin, NZ youthdelegate 
                                                                                     Moderator: Rabbi Brian Fox 
                         
                        (2) "Repentance and Reconciliation – how one denomination has come to 
                               terms with its anti-Judaic heritage; the Evangelical Lutheran Church in  
                               America and its repudiation of Luther's anti-Jewish views" 
                                   presented by: Dr. Franklin Sherman,  Moderator: Bishop Louis del Castillo 
                         
                     (3) "Working together toward a national statement on religious diversity: 
                               Lessons from New Zealand 
                                   Rehana Ali, Most Rev. Archbishop John Dew, Prof. Paul Morris                                                                                        
                                                                                    Moderator: Harold Klug 

 

                     (4) "Awe in the Universe: The dialogue between religion and science  
                               presented by: Dr. Racelle Weiman,  Moderator: Professor Maurice Eisenbruch 
 13.00            Lunch 
 14.00         Panel 3 
                        "The quest for spirituality in a secular world" 
                           Dr. Gary Bouma, Dr. Carole Cusack, Professor Rabbi Magonet, Dr. Rowan Strong 
                                                                                   Moderator: Professor Paul Morris 
  15.00           Workshops: 
                     (5) "The ongoing problem of anti-Semitism" 

                      suggested participants – Vic Alhadeff Sr. Giovanni Farquar, Dr. Paul Gardner  
                                                                                   Moderator: Ron Hoenig                              
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                     (6) "Can one teach the New Testament without being anti-Semitic?"                                                                                       
                         presented by: Jean Holm, CCJNZ  Moderator: Archbishop John Dew 
  
                      (7) "Teaching Jewish-Christian Relations   
                                                                                     Philip A.Cunningham,  
                                                                                     Peta Jones Pellach  
            Dr. Paul O'Shea 
                                                                           Moderator:  Rabbi Dr. John Levi   
                      (8) "Youth Session:  - presented by CCJ New Zealand   
16.00            Coffee Break 
16.15            Panel 4 
                     "The interfaith voice of women" – presented by Josie Lacey, 
                       New South Wales Women's Interfaith Network 
 
17.30            Town Hall Reception to be given by the Lord Mayor of Sydney 
 
 1900         Free evening/option to attend a performance at the Sydney Opera House 
 
 Wednesday July 11.  
7.15         Morning Prayers for each faith  
8.00         Breakfast 
 9.00         Panel 
                      "The Australian Story" - Early settlement, the White Australia policy,  
                       post war immigration, treatment of aborigines 
                                             Hon. Linda Burney MP,  Sam Lipski, Dr. Suzanne Rutland 
                                                                           Moderator: Rabbi Dr. John Levi 
10.00        Coffee break 
10.30        Workshop program:  
                     (1) "Women – the catalysts to dialogue – the daughters of Sarah and Hagar"                                                
                             Prof. Larissa Behrendt, Dr. Audrey Doetzel, Deborah Weissman, 
                                                                           Moderator: Dr. Marianne Dacy     
                      (2) "Multiculturalism in Australia and New Zealand: A progress report"   
                               Donna Jacobs Sife, Stepan Kerkyshiarian, Professor Mauric Eisenbruch 
                                                                            Moderator: William Szekely 
                     (3) "There is too much lip service – what needs to be done to make interfaith  
                          relations meaningful"       
                                Dr. Philip Cunningham, Rabbi Dr. John Levi, Rev Professor James Haire,  
                                                                             Moderator: Rev. Profesor John Pawlikowski 
                     (4) "Islamophobia: its problems and solutions" –  
                                             Dr. Ameer Ali, Rabbi Brian Fox, Dr. Ehsanul Haque  
                                                                            Moderator: Rabbi Dr. Raymond Apple 
                                                                                                                            
11.30            (5) "Minority/Majority relations" – how does mainstream religion talk to others?" 
                             Dimitri Kepreotes (Greek Othodox) Jim Mein, Uniting Church in NSW 
                             Rev. Neville Otto (Lutheran) or alternate 
                                                                             Moderator: Margaret Piper  (ACT)       
 
                     (6) "Dialogue at the local level with Muslims, Jews and Christians  –   
                           the Adelaide experience, presented by Katherine Goode 
                                                                            Moderator: Ron Hoenig 
                     (7)  Youth Session: religious studies students/program to be co-ordinated by NZCCJ 
                   
                     (8) "The 10 points of Seelisburg"  -  presented by: Rev. Dick Pruiksma Moderator:  Rabbi Ehud Bandel                          
 
 12.45         Lunch 

 13.45        Meeting of Friends and Sponsors of Martin Buber House 
 
 14.15        Visits to La Perouse Aboriginal Catholic Centre or Auburn Mosque 
 
 17.30        Buses return to hotels/conference venue  
 
 19.00        Closing Event – Le Montage Function Centre 
  -- Gala Dinner – Sir Sigmund Sternberg Award 
                             Guest speaker: Edward Idriss Cardinal Cassidy 
         Reflection on the conference- Summing up: Fr. Pawlikowski. 
 
 Thursday July 12 
9.00 - 13.00    Annual General Meeting 
 
 Optional tour of the picturesque Blue Mountains area  
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NEW SOUTH WALES 

 "Hate caused the death of millions. There must 
be no more hate" was the underlying theme of 
the emotional address given by  90 year old Holo-
caust survivor, Eddie Jaku at last week's Holo-
caust memorial service organised by the NSW 
Council of Christians and Jews in Sydney's St. 
Mary's Cathedral.  
   Addressing an audience of some 200 represen-
tatives of the Jewish, Catholic, Anglican and 
Uniting Church communities, Jaku charged his 
listeners to join him in what has been for him a 
20 year commitment to educate people of non-
Jewish  
background about the history of the Holocaust. 
   "You have to help me by educating your family, 
your neighbours, your friends", 
he pleaded. "Together we are strong; together, 
you and I, we can make a better world", said.  
Mr. Jaku. 
   The veteran surgical instruments technician 
who recently completed 20 years service 
as a volunteer guide at Sydney's Jewish Museum 
traces his tragic experiences through three of the 
most notorious of German concentration camps, 
Buchenwald, Auschwitz and Sonnenberg.  
   These and all the other major camps and ghet-
tos were cited during the service while Rabbi 
Jeffrey Cohen recited the Mourner's Kaddish and 
candles were lit on the Cathedral altar adorned by 
a yellow Magen David bearing the stark word 
"Jude", the badge Jews were forced to wear by 
the Germans. 
. Organised by the Council's honorary secretary, 
Sr. Dr. Marianne Dacy NDS the service stressed 
the origins and horrors of the Holocaust.  
  One of its significant prayers read: "God of 
justice and compassion, we ask for forgiveness 
for the sin of silence, for indif-
ference, for the two millennia 
of anti-Semitism and prejudice 
that made possible the 
unleashing of the destruction 
of the Sho'ah." 
   Said Sr Dacy: "The events 
leading up to the Shoah in 
Nazi Germany sound a terrible 
warning to every generation.  
   If we and others are silent 
about human rights abuses, 
what what hope have we of 
retaining our freedoms  
and rights? 
                                   Sr. Dr. Marianne Dacy NDS 
 

VICTORIA 

   CCJ Victoria's Albert Isaacs reports: "In 
Melbourne today we think of the Jewish area 
or eruv as having its base in Caulfield and 
stretching both northwards and southwards, 
encompassing a wide area from Doncaster to 
Moorabbin (and, perhaps, even further south).   
The centre of this eruv was once St. Kilda but 
the apex has now moved to more genteel 
Caulfield.  Until 40 or 50 years ago, there was 
another important Jewish centre in the inner 
northern suburb of Carlton.  The former was 
mainly populated by Australian-born, British 
and German Jews, whilst Carlton catered pre-
dominately to later Eastern European immi-
grants". 
   He added that, intriguingly, a good deal of  

E 

ditorial 

   This special issue of Scene which has been 
devoted in the main to the international confer-
ence being held in Sydney in July, carries two 
special messages. The first is that this ground 
breaking event in the history of the Australian 
and New Zealand Councils of Christians and 
Jews will be the forum of one of the most  
diverse and topic-packed of its kind and aims 
to be a model for future conferences.   
   In particular the emphasis on the younger 
generation with special youth sessions on the 
initiative of the New Zealand, Victorian and 
New South Wales Councils to motivate (and in 
the case of Victoria and New Zealand to fund) 
religion studies students’ participation, is of 
vital importance if the future of the work of the 
Councils is to be ensured. 
   The program’s vast range of topics has  
required a mammoth amount of work on the 
part of the Conference Organising Group, 
comprised of Victoria’s Bill Clancy, Ehud Ban-
del and Philip Bliss, New Zealand’s Paul  
Morris and Harold Klug, NSW’s Marianne 
Dacy, Shana Kerlander and ACCJ chair, 
Henry Mendelson. 
   It needs sadly to be recorded that during the 
planning period, the group suffered the tragic 
loss of one of its members, New Zealand  
Salvation Army Major Peter Thorpe who  
died suddenly early this month.  
   The second message which this issue of 
Scene brings is the evidence of maturity and 
recognition enjoyed by the Australian and New 
Zealand Councils.  
   During the lengthy planning period, literally  
dozens of people have been contacted,  
including media, venue personnel, potential 
speakers and moderators, indeed also 
sources for funding (such conferences aren't 
inexpensive things to run) — in every  
instance, without exception there has been the 
most positive reaction, co-operation and re- 
cognition of the importance of the work of the 
Councils and of their international body.  
   This is something of which the CsCJ can be 
justly proud. 
 
For last minute information on the conference please go 
to the Council’s website: www.ccjaustralia.org 
 
Carlton’s Jewish infrastructure has survived into the 21st 
Century, albeit under different ownership.  This includes  
a number of former synagogues, the unusually configured 
Chevra Kadisha (Burial Society) and the landmark Kadima, 
Yiddish Cultural Society.   Albert has led a number of 
tours of the region, many of them for C.C.J.(Victoria) 
members, the last being earlier this month (May).  These 
excursions have always proved popular. 
Note: For those interested in learning more about Jewish 
Carlton, Gesher 2008, to be issued later this year, will  
include an elaborating article. 

 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA  

  WA's Shelley Rush reports on the West's recent 
seminar entitled You, Faith and the 21st Century” 
Rabbi Bradley Bleefeld, together with a group of 
Christians and Jews, explored these questions and 
their underlying concepts at a seminar held at the 
Jewish Community Centre in Yokine, WA, late last 
month. 
    Rabbi Bleefeld, Rabbi of Temple Beth Hillel in 
Carmel, Vineland, New Jersey, USA, is a consultant 
on Biomedical and Integrated Academic and Corpo-
rate Strategies and was formerly the Governor of 
Pennsylvania's Advisor on Academic and Economic 
Development. 
    During the seminar he explored the issues of the 
topic in an interactive and dynamic way, building 
upon concepts in an effort to refine one another’s 
understanding resulting in the group's deeper under-
standing of the current trend taking place in today’s 
religious world. 
    Among many of his precepts, Rabbi Bleefeld 
contended that Religion, or living in a state of holi-
ness, is the path by which we make ourselves dis-
tinct. As such we are distinct in our thoughts, atti-
tudes and behaviour. We separate ourselves from 
animals and from people who act like animals, who 
live only to fulfil their own needs, with nary a 
thought as to the impact on that which surrounds 
them, whether it be other people, animals or the 
environment.  Obviously, we experience triumph and 
failure as we attempt to live a holy life with varying 
levels of success. 
    However, within our own faith communities and 
those of others, we are beginning to see a concerning 
trend, one which Rabbi Bleefeld noted taking shape 
approximately a decade ago — the “religious fanat-
ics” are emerging once again. Previously, these 
“fanatics” had been sidelined without a platform and 
not given much attention, but now, as has been the 
pattern of human history, they are once again “taking 
centre stage”, attempting to seize the world’s atten-
tion and to manipulate world events. The “quiet, 
gentle people”, the holy people who “live and let 
live” are being pushed to the sidelines and as we give 
the “fanatics” free reign, they are beginning to feel 
empowered to wield their faith as a club with their 
only agenda being to gain power. 
    Rabbi Bleefeld encouraged his audience to "define 
'fanatic' for yourselves and how you might contradict 
and confine them according to our individual place 
in the world He reminded that the purpose of faith is 
to elevate the individual to the highest level as we 
strive to reach our potential as human beings, created 
in the image of God, and that this ultimately is the 
purpose of linking oneself to God. 
 
Below: Revd Dr Rowan Strong, Chair, CCJWA, Rabbi 
Bradley  Bleefeld, Revd Marie Wilson, Uniting Church  

        around the  

         States 


